THE JOY OF MOTHERHOOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Psalm 113:9

Today is the day that has been set aside to honor our mothers.  Now, typically, on Mother’s Day we would hear a sermon on honoring our mothers/parents and showing them love and appreciation.  Well, I am not going to go that route this morning because God gave us a sermon two weeks ago on showing appreciation; prayerfully you still have your notes from that.  I hope and pray that you just did not take those notes, place them on the side and not implement any of the points that God gave to you.  At any rate since we just recently had a sermon on appreciation/honoring, we will look at Mother’s Day from a different vantage point this morning.  This morning we are going to be looking at the ‘joys of motherhood.’  Did I hear some groans and sighs out there?  I can hear some of your brains ticking, some of you who have older children and some of you who are wondering why you ever had children in the first place!!!
There even may be some of you who are thinking that being a mother is a thankless job.  All you do is change hats all day.

You wake up in the morning and you put on your mommy hat while you make sure the children are up, washed and dress.  Then you rush to make breakfast and pack lunches.  Then you put on your chauffer hat as you rush out the door to take them to school or daycare.  Then you put on your professional hat as you rush off to work.  Then you come home and put on your chef hat as you prepare dinner and switch to your teacher hat as you check homework.  Then you put on your maid hat as you clean the kitchen, throw a load of laundry in the machine, then you put on your referee hat as you try to keep the children from fussing and fighting.  Then you put on your nurse hat because one of them is not feeling well.  Then you put on your mommy hat again as you get the kids ready for bed.  And your final hat for the day is when you put on your wife and lover hat trying to act interested as your husband advances towards you.  And the sad part in all of this is that no one took the time, not child or mate, to tell you that you are greatly appreciated for all of the things you do in the course of the day.  And now you have to sit and listen to this Pastor say that she is going to preach on the joy of motherhood.    ‘Where is the joy in all of this?’
Remember what God told us in our base Scripture “He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children.”  God says that we are to be joyful mothers of our children.  So that is what the Lord is going to use me to talk to you about this morning.  All of us know that being a parent is a hard and difficult task, but is also one that can bring you the greatest joy!  And parents that’s what we need to think about when the going gets rough.  What I am going to try and do is Scripturally give you what you can be joyful about as your child goes through each stage of life.  The first one is the easiest of all to find joy.
· Babyhood.  Turn to Psalm 127:3  “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the womb is his reward.”  Remember the one verse in the song He lives, it says ‘how sweet to hold a new born baby and feel the pride and joy he gives…”  The is no greater joy that a woman can feel than when she holds her baby in her arms for the very first time.  There are no words to describe how she feels.  All the pain and agony that she endured during childbirth is soon forgotten as she lays their counting each finger and each toe.  God tells us in this Scripture text that children are a gift from God.  That is the joy that will take you through the midnight and two o’clock feedings.  That is the joy that will take you through a crying colicky baby, knowing that God has given you the greatest gift that He could ever give you.
Let me stop here for a moment and making a very important point.  ALL CHILDREN ARE A GIFT FROM GOD!!!  The circumstances of their conception may not have been God-ordained.   When a child is conceived outside of marriage, this is not God’s perfect will.  Because God knows the hard ship that comes along with single parenting.  BUT God can take that illegitimate act and from it, knit together the most beautiful gift that He could ever give you, a child!  No child is ever illegitimate, the act of conception may have been but not the child!  What is the next stage that we can find joy in?
-  Toddler & childhood stage:  Turn to Eph. 6:4  “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  I know this is speaking specifically to fathers, but it applies to mothers as well.  What is the joy that you can find in the toddler and childhood stage?  It is the privilege and the honor of TEACHING, TRAINING and NUTURING your child.  Do you realize the awesome privileges that God has given to you?  Do you realize how special God thought you were to give you the responsibility of shaping and molding one of His creations?  I don’t think you realize what that means.  Picture someone discovering a diamond.  But the diamond is uncut and unpolished.  Inside of this diamond there is this potential to be the most valuable and the most beautiful diamond that was ever found.  Then this person takes this uncut diamond and gives it to you to shape and mold.  Do you now see how much this person respects you and has faith in your potential?  Well, that’s an example of how God feels about you when He places a child in your care.
The joy that can be held on to during the toddler and childhood stage is the joy of shaping and molding another human being.  And the ultimate joy during this stage is the fact that you are able to plant inside of them a love and reverence for the Lord.  Oh, what greater joy can there be!!!

Teenage and young adult stage:  Turn to Luke 15:11-12  “A certain man had two sons:  And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me my share of the estate.  So he divided his property between them.  Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
You say, “Pastor, where the joy in that.  Look at what this boy did.  I am sure he broke his father’s heart.”  And those of you with teen-agers and young adults in your family can probably readily identify with this man.  Some of you may be thinking – ‘this is the roughest stage of all.  My child is insolent, thinking they know every thing.  They are smart-mouthed and disrespect, just like this young man was to his father.’  But there are several joys that we can find in the midst of all of this.
· The first joy is that your child is growing up and is being to think independently.  You say, ‘Pastor, how is that a joy?’  Because that is what you have been teaching and training them to do all along.  It may be that they are not thinking the way that you would have them to.  But, remember, your child is not you.  That’s a hard thing for us as parents to realize.  They are going to make some hard and maybe even some bad choices – but you have been training them throughout the years so what we have to do at this point is to ‘let go and let God.’  That’s a joy, that you have a God to turn them over to!

· The next joy in this is that they will soon be out of your house!  Now tell me there is no joy in that!  They will soon be gone and they will soon begin to realize that all of the times that they thought you didn’t know what you were talking about, were true after all.  Oh, the joy of that moment!  Even though when they are gone, even though you lose control over them and yes, even though it will hurt, there is still joy in their going out on their own.  Just remember that old adage that I have taught you previously…”happiness is based on happenings, but joy is based on the Lord.”  We are talking about in the midst of it all that we go through with our children, we must remember that our joy is based o our relationship with the Lord, not our relationship with others.
There is another joy that can be found in this text – look at vs. 20 “So he got up and went to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  Vs. 23-24  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found.  So they began to celebrate.
The other joy that can be found in this is that this was a praying father/mother.  Scripture says that while the son was a far way off, the father saw him.  That means that he had been praying every day and watching expectantly for his son’s return.  And then one day he saw the answer to his prayer walking up the dusty road.  Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, the joy that this man felt.  And the joy can and will be the same for you when your child is being rebellious and wanting to go their own way.  Even to the point of leaving you out of their life.  But the joy is knowing that you serve a prayer answering God, so even though things may seem hard right now, God will turn them around.  Thank you Jesus!!!  Even if the leave and turn away from you, your teaching and even from God, the will eventually return.  (comments – H.S.)

The final joy that can be found in motherhood can be found in this last stage:
Adulthood:  Turn to Proverbs 17:6  Children’s children are the crown of old men:  and the glory of children are their fathers/mothers.”  The joy of being a mother when your children become adults, is the fact that one day they will have children.  They will have children who will one day put them through the same things they put you through!  Oh, the joy of payback!  Just joking!  The joy of having adult children is having grandchildren.  Grandchildren are such a joy because when they get on your nerves you can send them home!  But on the serious side, grandchildren are such a joy as you watch them grow and you see another generation that is being taught to love and reverence the Lord.  That is ‘joy unspeakable and full of glory.’  Hallelujah!
Yes, my brothers and sisters in Christ there is joy in motherhood, there is joy in parenting.  You just have to remember what God has shared with you today.  And this will take you through the difficult times of raising your children.  And I wish each and every one of you a happy and a blessed Mother’s Day.  Amen!  Amen!!  Amen!!
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