A SERVANT’S HEART
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 21:15-19
Even though today is Mother’s Day, the Lord would not have me do a traditional Mother’s Day sermon.  Instead we will do a sermon that is designed for each and every one of us.  This morning we are going to be talking about ‘serving.”  Typically that would be a subject designed for mother’s because each of us who are mothers know that we have been called to serve.  We have been called to service for our children, service for our husbands and service for our God.
Those of you who have been in church for at least the last two weeks know that our Scripture text for today is a continuation from our previous sermons.  We have seen from this chapter that the disciples had decided to go fishing.  They had fished all night and caught nothing and then along came Jesus and told them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat.  When they were on the ‘right’ side they caught so many fish they couldn’t pull the net onto the boat.  And we learned a very important lesson and that was ‘obedience precedes blessings.’  Then last week we saw where Jesus had prepared a fish dinner for His disciples and He told them to ‘come and dine.’  And we learned from that that after we have dined, it is ‘time to leave the table.’
This morning we will learn from our text that God expects from us to have ‘A Servant’s Heart.’  What does that mean?  That means that there is something that is required BEFORE a person can truly serve; there is something that is required BEFORE a person can have a servant’s heart.  There is something that is required before a woman can have a mother’s heart.  There is something that is required before a mother can truly serve her family as God intended for her to.  What is that?  I’m sure that from this text some of you Bible Scholars have said the answer is ‘love.’  And while you are in the ball park, you haven’t quite hit it yet!
Let’s look at our text for a moment.  After Jesus and the disciples had finished eating their meal, Jesus turns to Peter.  He asks him a very poignant question.  Jesus says, “Simon, son of Jonas lovest thou me more than these?”  Two times Jesus asks him the same question.  The third time He asks this question, Jesus puts a special oomph on it!  When Jesus uses the word love in these three questions – He uses two different words.  The first two times the word for love was “Agape.”  The word Agape means the highest level of love.  Agape is the kind of love that we are to have for God.   It is an all consuming love.  It is the kind of love whereby you love and are concerned about the other person ABOVE yourself.  So Jesus was asking Peter, “Peter, do you agape me, do you love me with the highest level of love.”  And Peter humbly answer, “Lord, you know I Phileo you.”
So what is going on here?  Why did Jesus single Peter out from all of these disciples?  To answer that question, you need to know a little bit about Peter.  You have to know that Peter had always been a very outspoken person.  When Jesus had previously told the disciples about his impending death, he had told them that all of them would eventually deny Him.  And Peter had replied ‘though everyone else betrays you, I will never betray you.’  But on the night that Jesus was betrayed, Peter denied even knowing the Lord three times.  He denied Him vehemently with cursing and swearing.
I am sure that each time Jesus asked Peter this question, that Peter’s mind kept going back to when he had denied his Lord.  Jesus was trying to take Peter from the place of denial to a place of service.  He was trying to get Peter to know that before God could use him, he had to let go of the past and he had to now come to the place of total commitment to the Lord!  The third time Jesus said to Peter in effect, ‘okay you can’t yet say to me that you Agape me, so let me come down to your level.  Peter do you really love me, do you Phileo me as a friend?’  What is Jesus doing?  Jesus was willing to meet Peter at his level; He was willing to say ‘I’ll accept you where you are if you are willing to allow me to build you up to the place where you need to be!”
Each time after Jesus asked Peter this question, He gave him a commission ‘feed my sheep.’  What is it that we can learn from this?  Remember when the disciples asked Jesus previously what was the greatest commandment and He said, “Love the Lord thy God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.  And then He added and “love thy neighbor AS thyself.”  That is the answer as to what we can learn from all of this.  Not simply that we love but that the in order to have a ‘servant’s heart’ that the prerequisite for service is first of all that you love God.  That you love God with all that you are and all that you ever hope to be.  That God is the focal point of your life.  That all of your decisions and all of your hopes and dreams revolve around your relationship with Him.  You have to know that it is through and because of God that you “live, and move, and have your being.”  (Acts 17:28a)
The second prerequisite to having a ‘servant’s heart’ is that we ‘love our neighbor as ourselves.”  (comments – H.S.)  You cannot be a servant until you have a servant’s heart.  People complain, ‘I don’t want to be a servant, I want to BE served.’  Then they loudly proclaim, ‘oh, I want to be like Jesus!’  Well, Jesus had a servant’s heart.  He said He did not come to this earth to be served but to serve.  (comment – H.S.)  A servant’s heart is tender to the touch.  A service heart can be moved by the hurts and pains of others.  You cannot be a good mother, father, child, etc., until you have a servant’s heart.  You cannot have a servant’s heart when everything is all about you!!!  (comments – H.S.)
God is calling you to service, service in His ministry where you ‘leave the table,’ and feed His sheep. AND God is calling you to service to your family.  What else can we learn from Jesus’ conversation with Peter?  We can learn that we have to let go of the mistakes of our past, just like Peter had to.  We have to admit that we’ve done wrong to God and then to any person’s that we have hurt or injured.  Then we have to ask for forgiveness and allow God to purge our conscience and to shape and mold us into the person(s) that He would have us to be!  (comments – H.S.)
We can learn that in order to have a servant’s heart we must be willing to accept people where they are!  We need to meet them at the level they are at currently.  So many times we refuse to work with people because they are not where we think they should be!  We are not willing to make allowances for their mistakes.  We want to throw up our hands and give up on them.  Parents, when you minister to your children, try to meet them at their level of understanding.  Try to understand the pressures that they are going through.  Try to remember where you where when you were there age!  Meet them where they are and continue to teach and train them to come to the place of understanding that they need to be.  (comments – H.S.)

Jesus said to Peter ‘do you love me more than these.  Peter responded Lord you know I love you.  Then Jesus said, feed my sheep.’  Jesus is sweetly and gently moving Peter from one spiritual level to another.  He does not reprimand him for denying Him.  In Jesus very omission of talking about that – He is saying ‘that’s in the past.  We are in the now!  Let’s go on from here!”
What is the final point for today that we can learn from this conversation in order to have a servant’s heart.  Look at the 18th & 19th verses.  “I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, when you were young you put on your own belt and walked about wherever you pleased to go.  But when you grow old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will put a belt around you and carry you where you do not wish to go.  He said this to indicate what kind of death Peter would glorify God.  And after this, He said to Him, Follow Me!”  (comments – H. S.)  The final point in having a servant’s heart is knowing that hard times are going to come.  That ‘life comes at you fast!’  The unexpected and sometimes the unacceptable may occur.  But the servant’s heart determines that just like Job your heart cry will be “though He slays me, yet will I serve Him.”  (comments – H.S.)
Simon, son of Jonah, loveth thou me, more than these.  Peter couldn’t answer yes, at that point in time.  But God was willing to work with him.  God was willing to accept him where He was and used him through his old age, up and including the time of his death.  Why?  Because Peter developed a servant’s heart!  Have you?
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