THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 1:6-11

Today is the Seventh and final Sunday of Easter.  It is also known as Ascension Sunday.  It is the Sunday that we remember the ascending of our Lord back to heaven to be with the Father.  It has now been 40 days since the resurrection of our Lord.  I wish that God had given us spiritual insight into everything that Jesus did during those forty days, but He doesn’t.    I think back to when He had hung on that cross and had uttered those words, “It is Finished.”  We knew, then, that He meant that He had done everything that God had told Him to do, He had gone everywhere that God had told Him to go.  That He was paying the ultimate sacrifice, He was giving up His life as a sin offering.
As I said forty days have now gone by and Jesus is preparing to return to heaven.  I imagine Him, this time, saying.  “It is completed.”  Why would I say that?  Because a lot has happened since He uttered the words, it is finished, and His ascension back to heaven.  We know that after His death, He descended into hell and defeated Satan on his own territory.  We know that on the third day that He had arose victoriously from the dead.  We know that after His resurrection He had appeared to His disciples several times and had ministered to their doubt and unbelief.  We know that on one occasion He had cooked a breakfast for them of fried fish and biscuits.  We know He meant Mary in the Garden and healed her broken heart.  But now His physical work on this earth has been accomplished.  That’s why I picture Him saying, “It is completed.”  Why?  Because there is nothing left that needs to be done to purchase our redemption.
I want you to notice the last words that Jesus spoke to His disciples in verse 8 “But you will receive power after the Holy Ghost has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses for me.  Both in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.”  The last things Jesus says to them is that He wants them to go out and reach the world for God.  How important must that be to God for this to be Jesus’ final instructions to His disciples. Then notice what takes place.  Jesus begins to slowly rise from the earth, ascending upward toward the sky above.  Now it sufficieth to say that the disciples were shocked and spellbound at this mind-boggling sight.  Scripture says that while they looked ‘steadfastly,’ while they looked ‘intently,’ indicating that Jesus ascended in a dramatic and spectacular way.  Now this is totally out of character for the Jesus that we know because He was never one for flash and glamour.  But this time was different!  Jesus needed to dramatize this act so that it would forever be engraved in their hearts and minds.  He was letting them know that this was it!  This departure was to be final.  He would not be ‘popping’ back in as He had been doing for the past forty days.  This was it, it was final!  They would never physically see Him again in their life-time.   So He needed to reinforce in their hearts and minds exactly WHO He was!
What does Jesus slowly ascending into heaven reinforce that He taught us about Himself.  Turn to John 6:38-40  “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of Him who sent me.  And this is the will of Him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.
Vs. 46  “No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father.
What does Jesus’ ascension confirm as truth in these verses?
· It confirms that Jesus truly had come from God.  It confirms that He is the Son of God, the one who had ‘come down from heaven.”  That He was not just a mere men that had just come on the scene at an opportune time.  But He had been SENT from heaven to do the will of the Father.
· It confirms that if His being from heaven is true, than it is also true that we can receive salvation through Him as well.  We can see that it is true when Jesus said that if we turn to Him in believing faith we will be saved!   It confirms that since Jesus died and rose from the dead and was then victoriously returning to heaven, that the same is promised to every believer.  Notice this Scripture says that Jesus “will raise us up at the last day.”
What else does the ascension of Christ prove.  Turn to John 14:2-3  “In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  It proves that when Jesus said:

· in my Father’s house there were many mansions, that it was true.  (comments – H.S.)

· When Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you…”  How do we know this was true, they see Jesus physically go back to heaven to do exactly what He said He would.  (comments – H.S.)
How do we know that Jesus’ ascension proves all of this.  The answer is quite simple.  If Jesus had not successfully completed all that He was suppose to do; if He had made one step out of the will and purpose of God; if He had lied about any of the things that He had said, He would not have been permitted to enter back into heaven.  Because then He would have committed sin and sin is not permitted in heaven!!!  And since Jesus is now ascending back to heaven, it is showing that God is completely and totally satisfied that His Son has finished His work.!  And all of the promises of God is ‘yea and amen!’
What else does the Ascension of Christ teach us.  Remember our base texts says that “as he was taken up from heaven before their very eyes, that a cloud hid him from their sight.”  The KJV says that a cloud ‘received’ Him out of their sight.  The Greek word for received means took, lifted, supported Him.  There are different thoughts on what ‘type’ of cloud that this was.  Some way that it was not a cloud like we think of but that it was actually the Shekinah glory of God.  (comments – H.S.)  Others say that the cloud was the spirit of some of the Old Testament Saints.  Turn to Matt. 27:50-53  “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth shook and the rocks split.  The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.”  (comments – H.S.)
Before these people were raised from the dead, where were they?  We know that death does not cause a person to cease to exist.  Their body returns to dust, but their spirit either goes to heaven or hell.  Well, these Old Testament Saints’ spirit could not have gone to heaven yet, because Jesus had not yet died to pay the penalty for their sin.  So until Resurrection morning, their spirit’s had been in a place called Paradise.  (remember thief on the cross)  (comments – H.S.)  Well, it is believed by some that this cloud that surrounded Jesus as He ascended into heaven was the spirit’s of these saints that had risen from the dead.  (interesting concept but nothing to argue over)
Whether you think the cloud was the Shekinah glory of God, or the spirits of the O.T. saints, or both; we know that Scripture says that a cloud received Jesus out of sight.  Why is this important?  Because all of a sudden there are two angels standing there and I want you to notice the important things that they say.
· This same Jesus.  Oh, hallelujah!  This same Jesus shall return just as He left.  He shall not return in some strange way, in a way that might be unrecognized and missed.  He shall return in the clouds of heaven and every eye shall ‘see Him” (Rev. 1:7)  Seeing such a dramatic ascension confirmed for the disciples (and for us) that Jesus’ promise of returning to earth will take place just as He said.

· This same Jesus is the One who will come back.  He will not be different, either in Person or in attitude.  He will be the same Jesus who came to earth to save humankind.  He will be the same Jesus that loves and takes care of those who follow Him.
· This same Jesus that the disciples knew will be the one who comes back.  The One who was their Lord and Savior, the One who had taught them and ministered to their needs.  The One who had called them into ministry to work right along with Him.

· This same Jesus who loved them and us enough to give His life in our place, this is the One who will be coming back.

The angels say to the disciples, “why are you standing around gazing in the sky?  Go and do the works that God has called you to do.  Know that it’s not the time to be lackadaisical but it time to work for the Lord.  It’s time for Each One to Reach One.  Jesus continues to ascend into heaven.  I don’t know how long it took Him to get there because Scripture doesn’t tell us.  I wonder shat kind of homecoming celebration He received.  I imagine the celebration He received as He returned home victoriously.  What does do there when He returns.  There are only two things that I know for sure that He did and is doing.  (Besides preparing a place for us.)  Scripture says that He took His blood, entered into the Holiest of Holy in the Sanctuary of heaven.  Then He took His blood and applied it to the mercy seat.  (comments – H.S.)  Then He sat down on the right hand of the Father, the place of power and authority.  What is He doing there?  Scripture says that He is ‘constantly praying and interceding for us.  Aren’t you glad that Jesus ascended back to be with the Father.
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