YOU CAN’T CON GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 4:23-24

In our Scripture text Jesus has met a woman who we commonly know as ‘the woman at the well.’  He has disclosed some very important facts about her life and some of the choices that she has made.  When He asked her to go get her husband, she had replied – “I have no husband.”  And Jesus had said to her, “you have spoken the truth.  Because you have had five husbands and the man you are living with now is not your husband.”  In order to direct the conversation away from her, she replies, “Sir, I perceive you are a prophet, tell me where the true place that we should worship God is.  Our people say that we should worship in this mountain but your people say that we should worship in Jerusalem.  Where should we worship?”  Jesus responds by telling her that the place of worship was not what was important, but what was important was HOW a person worshipped.  He goes on and makes a very profound statement to her…”true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.”  Now this is where I need to stop for a moment – with the statement that God is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Perhaps you are asking the question – ‘what does it mean to worship God in spirit and in truth?’  Worshipping God in spirit means to seek intimate, personal communing and fellowship with the Lord.  To worship Him with your heart, mind, soul and spirit.  To worship Him from the very essence of your being.  Worshipping Him with your spirit means that your heart’s desire is to be in His presence.  To worship God in truth means to approach God in the right or true way.  There is only one way, through His Son Jesus Christ.  Scripture says that the Father seeks those who would worship Him like that.
God desires worship, for He created humankind to worship and fellowship with Him.
To worship God in truth means to be sincere in your worship.  Not worshipping just to receive something from the Lord!  It is unfortunate, but true, that all too many people who go by the Name of Christ, worship God because of what they can receive from Him.  The prosperity message is what they worship.  The promise Scriptures excite and motivate them.  Scripture such as John 15:7  “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 
 John 16:23  “…verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.”
I John 5:14-15  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:  and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”

These kind of Scriptures excite us, and rightly so.  But the problem is so many people are SEEKING the gift and NOT the Giver.  Scripture says that the “Father is SEEKING those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  It does not say that He is seeking those who are seeking how much they can get from Him.  Our problem is that some people think that they can con God.  Let me give you an example of what I mean:

Turn to Gen. 28:20-21  “And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace; THEN shall the Lord be my God.”
Now I ask you, have you ever heard of such?
· if God be with me

· if God will keep me (protect me)

· if God will give me bread to eat

· if God will give me clothes to wear

· if God will bring be back to my father’s house in peace

· THEN THE LORD WILL BE MY GOD.

I am sure that some of your spirits are outraged at this.  We think, ‘how dare this man be so conniving with God.”  How dare he think that he can ‘con’ or ‘manipulate’ God.
This makes me wonder how many people today do the same thing.  “Lord, if you just get me out of this circumstance I will serve you.  Lord if you just heal my body, I will use it for your glory.  Lord if you just help me pay this bill, I promise that I will be more mindful of how I handle my finances.”  We think we can con God.  Then as soon as God does what we ask we renege on our promises.  Let me tell you, ‘you can’t con God.  You may think that you are conning Him, but in the end you will learn that you were only deceiving yourself!!!”  Some people come to church not because they want to serve and worship God, but because they want something from Him.  They think, “I need a financial blessing, so let me pay my tithes this week.  I need some assistance from the church, so I need to let them see my face in the place for a while.  I want God to answer a particular prayer, so let me go to Bible study for a while.  I know I’m living in sin, but I promise God I’ll make it right in the future.”
We think we can manipulate God to get what we want from Him.  We have spent so much time trying to manipulate other people that we have allowed Satan to delude us into thinking that we can manipulate God as well!!!  Instead of making all those self-seeking promises why not say to God…
· even if you never heal my body, I will continue to use it for your glory.

· Even if you don’t help me to pay this bill, I will be mindful of my finances.

· I will pay my tithes because I love you and want to be in obedience to you, not because I need a financial blessing.

Are you starting to get an idea of what God wants from you.  He wants you to seek Him and not the gift.  For an example  Turn to Acts 16:23-26  “And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor, to keep them safely:  Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:  and the prisoners heard them.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken:  and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.”

Notice where Paul and Silas were and what had happened to them.  They have been beaten on naked back with a whip.  They have been put in the inner prison and their feet have been put in stocks (chains).  Scripture says that at midnight they prayed and sang praises to God.  Notice it doesn’t say that they tried to bargain with God to get them out of the situation that they were in.  Notice it does not say they even asked to be delivered from these horrible circumstances.  It simply says that they prayed and started worshipping and praising God in the MIDST of what they were going through.  It doesn’t say that they said to God deliver us FIRST then we will worship you.  No!  They worshipped God in the MIDST of their pain.
Now you have got to know that they had no idea that God was going to send an earthquake and open the prison doors as well as breaking the chains that held them fast.  They didn’t know any of this!  Yet the continued to do what Jesus said God was seeking for…they worshipped and praised the Lord in spirit and in truth.  What were they saying to God as they were praising Him?  I don’t know!  But perhaps they were praising God because He had found them worthy to suffer for the cause of Christ!  Perhaps they were praising Him because they knew that they would soon die and would be immediately ushered into the presence of God!  I don’t know!  What I do know is that their praise and worship pleased the heart of God and God reacted!!!  They didn’t try to con God out of their situation, they loved and praised Him in spite of their situation.
Let me give you another example.  Turn to Habakkuk 3:17-18 (Amplified)  “Though the fig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on the vines, though the product of the olive fails and the fields yield no food, though the flock is cut off from the fold and there are no cattle in the stalls.  Yet I will rejoice in the Lord:  I will exult in the victorious God of my salvation.
The Lord God is my Strength, my personal bravery, and my invincible army; He makes my feet like hinds’ feet and will make me to walk (not to stand still in terror, but to walk) and make (spiritual) progress upon my high places (of trouble, suffer, or responsibility)!”
Notice Habakkuk does not try to con God.  He simply says ‘even if I lose everything, God is still God and I will praise Him.’  God is still in control and I will continue to put my praise and trust in Him.  Though everything I hold dear, everything I value is gone, I will still praise and worship Him.  That is the kind of worshipper that God is seeking for.  He is not seeking those who only want to serve Him for what they can get out of Him.  He is seeking those who will serve Him from the deepest part of their heart and mind.  He is seeking those who want to know Him better.  And notice the results again of that kind of worship, prison doors will be opened.  Chains will be removed.   Needs will be provided.  And heart desires will be given.  Why!  Because you chose to seek the Giver and not the gift.  Why?  Because you chose to worship the Giver and not the gift.  God is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.  Will you be counted in that number?
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