THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST
PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 16:19, Acts 1:6-11
For the past month or so we have been talking about the things that Jesus did after His resurrection from the dead.  He walked this earth for forty days after His resurrection instructing His disciples and showing with many infallible proofs that He was truly alive and well.  Everything that Jesus did during this forty day period is not recorded in the Bible, but we have seen where He gave explicit instructions to the disciples as to what they now were to do.
In the Scripture texts that we just read it is time for Jesus to physically leave this earth and return to His heavenly home.  I like to imagine in my minds eye the scene that is taking place.  I imagine Jesus standing in the midst of them.  The disciples don’t know that this is the last time that they will see our Lord.  After all, since His resurrection He has been popping into their midst, giving instructions and then disappearing again.  They thought today would be like that.  But on this particular day after Jesus has instructed them, He lifts ups His hands and blesses them.  Oh, I wonder what He said in that blessing!
As soon as He imparts His final words, something starts to occur that boggles the disciples mind.  Before when He had departed He vanished instantly into the air.  But this time – He is standing there and He slowly starts to rise.  With His arms outstretched, He slowly starts to ascend back to the Father.  The disciples continue to watch in amazement until He enveloped by the clouds and they can no longer see Him.  All of a sudden these angels appear and say “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”  (comments – H.S.)
Now the question can be asked, ‘why did Jesus have to return back to heaven, why didn’t He just stay on this earth doing the work of the Father?”  The answer is three-fold.  The first reason can be found in Acts 1:  4-5  “And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with he Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  From this we can see that the first reason that Jesus had to return back to heaven was so that the Holy Spirit could come into the earth realm.
You see in the Bible there are three dispensations.  The first dispensation was of the acts of God the Father, recorded in the Old Testament.  It was a time of the law and judgment.  The second dispensation was of the acts of God the Son, Jesus, recorded in the New Testament in the Gospels.  It was a time of the law and judgment being fulfilled and completed in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  The third dispensation is of the acts of the Holy Spirit as recorded in the New Testament, in the Epistles.  It is a time of grace!  And praise God we are still living in the age of grace right now.  (comments – H.S.)  The Holy Spirit could not come and live within the hearts of believers until Jesus returned to heaven, His work on this earth being completed!  In Scripture the Holy Spirit is called the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth and our Teacher and Guide.  (comments on each name)
The second reason that Jesus had to return back to heaven can be found in:

Heb. 1:3  “Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  (comments – H.S.)
What is Jesus doing while He is seated on the right hand of God the Father?  For one of the answers look at:
Heb. 7:25  “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  Jesus is praying and interceding on our behalf.  Thank you Jesus!  So you see the second reason that Jesus had to return back to heaven was so that He could intercede with the Father on our behalf. (comments – H.S.- if there is one person who can get a prayer through, it is Jesus!)
What is the third and final reason that Jesus returned to heaven instead of physically staying here on earth?  Turn to John 14:1-3  Let not your heart be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions:  if it were no so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
When Jesus first came into this earth realm, God had prepared Him a body:  A body, so that he could walk and live among humankind and reveal God to them.  Then God prepared Him a cross:  A cross to die on to prepare redemption for ‘whosoever’ wills.  Then God prepared Him a grave, where His physical body would lie while with His spiritual body He descended into hell to defeat death, hell and the grave.  God PREPARED all of these things for Him, so that one day He could return to heaven to PREPARE a place for us.  Hallelujah!!!
Jesus says ‘In my Father’s house.’  Brothers and sisters in Christ, you need to know that heaven is the Father’s house.  Not just one building IN heaven, but ALL of heaven is our Father’s house.  And Jesus had returned home.  Not just to go home and do nothing, but He went home to prepare a house for us!  Don’t worry; if you know Jesus personally there is room enough for you.  Because He said, ‘in my Father’s house are many mansions.’  My brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to know that this world is not our home.  Scripture says that we are just strangers and pilgrims passing through.  God tells us II Cor. 5:1  “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”  (comments – H.S.)
While we are on this earth we are to be sending up treasures to be stored in our mansion.  I know this is true because Jesus told His disciples, ‘lay not up treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal.  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matt. 6:19-21)  (comments – H.S.)
Jesus returned to heaven to prepare a place for us.  But in order to receive that place there is something that you must do.  Remember how He started this text off in John 14?  “Let not your heart be trouble, neither let it be afraid.  Ye believe in God, believe also in Me.”  That’s the answer to insure that you have a place in heaven, believing in God through Jesus!  Know that you only have access to the Father THROUGH the Son.  Know that just as Jesus promised in this verse ‘if I go to prepare a place for you I WILL come again and receive you unto myself.”  Thank you Jesus!!!

It was essential for Jesus to return back to heaven, even though the disciples and we would have longed for Him to stay.  But He had to return so that the Holy Spirit could come and live within us – empowering us to do the work of the Lord.  He had to return so that He could sit at the right-hand of the Father to pray and intercede for us.  He had to return to heaven so that He could prepare a place, an eternal home for each and every believer.  Thank you Jesus for returning home for each and every one of us.
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