LOVE AS I HAVE LOVED YOU

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 14:34-35

As our Scripture text opens our Lord is ministering to and teaching His disciples.  He says to them, “A new command I give you:  Love one another.”  Let’s stop right there for a moment and think about the words a new commandment.  Now, if I had been there I would have thought that Jesus was getting ready to tell us something new.  I would have thought that He would be coming up with a commandment that I had never heard before.  But He doesn’t, He tells them that this new commandment was for them to love one another.  Now if I had been there I may have said, “wait a minute Lord, I though loving one another was a given.  After all doesn’t Scripture teach us that the first and greatest commandment is that we should “love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul and strength.  And 
the second command is like unto it, that we are to love our neighbors as ourselves.?  Why is it Lord that you are telling us that this is a new command that you are giving to us?”
I imagine the Lord looking at me patiently and lovingly.  Then I imagine Him uttering the rest of the command, “As I have love you, so you must love one another.”  Then, prayerfully, a light would have gone off in my head and I would have understood.  Because even though this was an old command ‘to love one another.’  Jesus is now putting a new twist on it.  He is letting them know and He is letting us know that simply saying that we love one another is not enough.  Why?  Because so many people have twisted ideas of what love is all about!  This is even true with some peoples idea of loving God.  The tragedy of 9/11 occurred because of a twisted idea of loving and serving their god.   Look back into history and look at the Crusades and the many wars and sometimes even heinous crimes that were committed in the name of loving god.  (I use lower case ‘g’ for god here because I don’t believe they were serving and following the One, True and Living God.)
So many people don’t have a clear understanding of loving one another AS WE love ourselves, because they don’t have any concept of self-love.  Jesus is letting them know and He is letting us know that He is now establishing a new concept of love.  He is raising the bar (so to speak) on the concept of love for those who are His followers.  He is letting them know that the mark of being His disciple/follower is that they would love one another in the same way that He loved them!  Now this is where the rubber hits the road.  Because God is letting us know that this is how people will know us as believers, our love walk.  So the question that we should be asking ourselves is if we were put on trial for how we loved, would their be enough evidence to convict us?  Only you can answer that question for yourself.  We have to examine ourselves without excuse.  Then we need to get 
a through understanding of what it means to love as Jesus loved.  So let’s examine some of the things we know about how Jesus loved.  The first thought that comes to mind is that Jesus:
· chose to love.  Rom. 5:8  “But God demonstrates his love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (comments – H.S.)  Jesus chose to love us.  Not because we were so good or so worthy but simply because He chose to love.  If we are going to love as Christ loved, we must choose to love as well.  Love is a choice.  How do I know that God tells us that we have to choose to love.
Turn to Luke 6:27-36  “But I tell you who hear me:  Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  Gove to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?  Even ‘sinners’ do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect payment, what credit is that to you.  Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full.  But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons/daughters of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  (comment on each point as read)  Do you need anymore evidence to know that love is a choice?

Jesus said we are to love AS He loved us, what else do we know about Jesus love?  His love was:

· sacrificial.  Turn to John 10:17-18 “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it again.  This commandment have I received of my Father.  It was not that long ago that we again viewed the movie The Passion.  And in it we saw some indication of the horror, pain and abuse that our lord suffered.  He did this sacrificially, sacrificing His life so that we might live.  That’s the kind of love that Jesus has for us.  Now are we suppose to do in return.
Turn to I John 3:16  “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  This verse is so simple, yet complex.  Since Jesus laid down His life for us, we ought to so love as Jesus loved us, that we would be willing to lay down our life for our brothers/sisters.  Wow!  Now immediately we think of death, and of course that would be the ultimate way of laying down our life.  But God is talking about laying down our lives a little differently here as well.  Look at the rest of this text.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  “ (comments – H.S.)
Laying down our lives for the brethren means giving of ourselves, giving of our material possessions, giving of our time and our energy, giving up our need to be right, giving up our need to be in control.  You know the confession for soul-winners that we read every Sunday, where we say that we “no longer need preeminence or being first, etc.”  Well, that is talking about dying to self, laying down your life for others.  Amen!  Amen!  If we are to follow this command to love as Jesus love, we need to learn to die daily.  Putting aside our needs and wants to serve another.
Jesus had told His disciples, “a new commandment, give I unto you that you love one another as I have loved you.”  What is the next point that we are going to look at today that describes how Jesus loves us.  Turn to Rom. 8:35-39  “Who/what shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written:  “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
What do these verses show us about the love of Christ?  It is unchangeable!!!  Jesus loves never changes, it doesn’t matter if we are going through hard times and trials.  It doesn’t matter whether we are facing death or just the ordinary trials of life.  Jesus love is always there and it is always the same.  And there is nothing in the present, future, angel, demons, principalities or powers, Jesus love is there with us.  It doesn’t matter if we have climbed to the height of success or sunk to the depth of despair, Jesus love is there to bring us through.  His love for us never changes.  Now if we are to love as Jesus loves that means that our love, too, should never change.  In sickness or in health, richer or poorer, whether he/she makes us happy or they pluck our nerves; the love that we have for them is to be unchangeable.  Why?  Because Jesus said that we are to love one another AS He has loved us!
What is the fourth and final characteristic of Jesus love?  (These four points are not all-inclusive.)
· His was a forgiving love.  Turn to Luke 23:34  “Then said Jesus, ‘Father forgive them; for they know not what they do…’”  Jesus’ was a forgiving love.  He did not hold grudges against those who persecuted Him, He loved them instead!  His is the greatest example of forgiveness the world has ever known?  Why?  Because He was sinless, He had done no wrong.  It was the just, dying for the unjust.  What does they tell us about ourselves.  Matt. 6:14-15  “For if ye forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  Wow!!!  (comments H.S.)  Jesus has forgiven us for so many things, we in turn are to show our love by forgiving others!
These four points give us an inkling of the kind of love that Jesus has for us.  We are to love the same way in return.  You say, “Pastor, that’s impossible!.”  I say, “No, it’s not.”  How can I say this?  Because God tells us in Gal. 5:22(a) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love…”  God never tells us to do something that He doesn’t give us the power to complete.  When we give our lives to Christ, God places the Holy Spirit inside of us.  And God tells us that the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love.  The Holy Spirit births the spirit of love inside of us.  All we have to do is to nurture the spirit of love, feed and cultivate it and the same kind of love that Jesus loves us with, will blossom in our lives.  “A new command I give unto you, that you love one another AS I have loved you.”
Let me read to you how Ephesians 5 in the Message translations says we are to live.  Vs. 1-4.  “Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents.  Mostly what God does is love you.  Keep company with him and learn a life of love.  Observe how Christ loved us.  His love was not cautious but EXTRAVAGANT.  He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us.  Love like that.

     Don’t allow love to turn into lust, setting off a downhill slide into sexual promiscuity, filthy practices, or bullying greed.  Though some tongues just love the taste of gossip, those who follow Jesus have better uses for language than that.  Don’t talk dirty or silly.  That kind of talk doesn’t fit our style.  Thanksgiving is our dialect.”  Amen!  Amen!
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