SPIRITUAL WARFARE

PRAYER

Scripture:  James 1::22  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
My brothers and sisters in Christ, there is a war going on!  I am not talking about the war in Iraq or Afghanistan.  But I am talking about a war that is taking place within the lives of so many people who go by the Name of Christ.  We see these wars going on in our schools, communities, homes, etc.  We see these war going on between the forces of darkness and the children of the light.  For as long as it takes, until I get a release in my spirit to stop; we will be doing a series of Bible Studies (notice I didn’t say sermons) on Spiritual Warfare.  What it is and what it is not and what we can do to combat it.  God has given us the tools to overcome the enemy and to live victorious Christian lives.  But when I look around I see so many people who are living weak, defeated Christian lives.  They have no power in their lives!  Some people base the problem on Hosea 4:6  “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…”  And while I agree that that is a major part of our problem, I would dare to say that our base Scripture this morning is more to the point.  Because, you see, knowledge is out there.  Matter of fact God tells us in the last days, knowledge would abound.  So I don’t believe that our problem is that we don’t know what the Word says, but that we don’t DO what the Word says.  And God calls that deceiving our own selves.  (comment – H.S.)
Some of the wars that are going on are not directly under our control, i.e., crime and violence in the streets, financial instability of our economic system, etc.  But some of the wars that are going on in our lives are of our own making.  Do you want to know why the are wars in your life and where they come from.  Look at James 4:1-3  “What causes fights and quarrels among you?  Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you.  You want something but don’t get it.  You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want.  You quarrel and fight.  You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
One thing that I love about our Lord is that He does not mince words!  He says you want to know why there are so many problems in your home?  Do you want to know why your relationships are not working?  Do you want to know why there are so many fights and  quarrels in our lives?  God gives us the answer right here in our text:

· you have desires/lust that are waging war inside of you.  When we think of lust we always think of sex.  But you can lust for money, power, etc.  I heard of lust being described as an itch inside of you that can’t be scratched.  (comments – H.S.)
God is saying that the reasons that we have so many wars in our lives is because we have a feeling of being unfulfilled inside of us.  We are not content with who we are and whose we are.  The grass always looks greener on the other side.  (comments – H.S.)  God says that “we want something but don’t get it.”  And what do we do?  Instead of patiently waiting on the Lord to move; instead of searching the Word for an answer and acting upon it; instead of thinking that what we want may not be God’s best for us; Scripture says we kill and covet.  (Now remember this text is talking about Christians, not unbelievers.)  You say, “Pastor, I may not have what I want and I may argue and fuss, but I haven’t killed anyone.”  God is not talking about killing someone as in murder.   Let me show you what God is talking about.  Turn to Prov. 18:21 “Death and life are in the power of the tongue…”    (NIV)  “The tongue has the power of life and death.”  Do you see what God is talking about when He says in James that we don’t get what we want so we kill.  God says that we kill one another with our tongue, we kill our relationships with our tongues.  We kill our hopes and dreams with our tongue.  We kill our future happiness with our tongues.  We kill our children’s possibilities with our tongues!!!  Turn to Prov. 13:3  “He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life:  but he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.  (NIV)  “He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.  God says that a person who learns how to not speak rashly and harshly will have success in his/her life.  We cannot be a person who speaks first and then thinks about the effect of what they said.  (comments – H.S.)  Turn to I Peter 3:10  “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile.  (NIV)  “For, whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.”  (comments – H.S.)  Are you starting to get an idea of the power of the tongue.  Are you starting to understand how when we are always saying negative things, arguing and fussing, we are killing with our tongue?  (comments – H.S.)
Now turn back to our Scripture text in James.  We have seen how people lust and war because they are dissatisfied.  We have seen how we get upset because we want something but we don’t get it.  We have see how the result is that we kill and destroy everything around us in our discontentment.  Now let’s see why it is that we are having all of these problems and issues.  Look at James 4:2(b)  “ ye have not, because ye ask not.”  You say, “wait a minute Pastor, I’ve been asking.  But I just haven’t been getting.”  Well, that’s not what God says here.  He says you haven’t been getting because you haven’t been asking.  So one of you is wrong, either you are wrong or God is wrong.  Which one is it?
What God is saying here is that you have been asking but you haven’t been praying.  There is a big difference between asking and praying.  God says that you have not because you don’t have an effective prayer life.  You don’t have an consistent prayer life.  You don’t have a time set aside to meet and commune with Him.  You don’t have a time where you go to Him in prayer, searching out His direction in your life.  Prayer is not a priority in your life!!!  Now notice what God says is the problem when you do decide to pray.  Vs. 3  “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  I have always said that God is an amazing God, but this shows how amazing He truly is.  He can see beyond that holy sham we wear.  He can see when we are pretending to be praying concerning someone else, but deep down when we are praying to ask God to change them, it is really all about us!  (comments – H.S.)  God says that when we pray our prayers go unanswered because it is all about us.  What we want, what we desire, how that person can satisfy us, etc.  That is the root of all of the wars, fighting and quarrels that go on is our lives.
God has showed us what the problem is, so the question is now what can we do about it.  What can we do to live a life of victory, peace and happiness?  Well, God is gracious and He puts the answer to that question right here in this same chapter.  Look at this text starting at verse 6  “But He gives more grace.  That is why Scripture says:  “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  The first step that we must do is to:
· humble ourselves before God.  Whatever personal warfare that you are going through, you have got to humble yourself by admitting your part in the problem.  You have got to stop making excuses.  When I say excuses, I mean trying to wiggle your way out of any culpability in the situation. 

God gave me an acrostic of the word excuses, when used in this sense, involve.
· E-nemy.  Satan (who is the enemy) wants you to keep making excuses so that you never face up to the truth about yourself.
· X-ception.  Excuses make you think that you are an exception to the rule.  That people should always do what is pleasing to you because you’re always right.
· C-ause and effect.  You have got to know that the warfare in your relationship is due to cause and effect.  For every action, there is a reaction.
· U-nusual.  Excuses make you believe that what you are going through is so unusual, it is so out of the normal.  So it makes you have a pity party where you sit around feeling sorry for yourself.

· S-elfishness.  When you make excuses for yourself all of the time it is because you have a spirit of selfishness.  (comments – H.S.)

· E-motions.  Excuses will always keep you on an emotional low.  “Things are never going to get any better.  I might as well through up my hands and call it quits.”
· S-tagnant.  Excuses will cause your situation to remain stagnant, things will never change.

Scripture says that God gives grace to the humble.  God says those who are willing to humble themselves before Him, He will shower them with His grace.  Now we know that grace means undeserved favor.  So God says that if we humble ourselves, admitting our part in the situation, admitting our need for God to move, admitting that we have not been acting the way that God would have us to THEN God will shower us with His undeserved favor!!!
Because of time restraints, I must stop here.  But come back next week to hear more of what we need to do to win the battle in this spiritual warfare.
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