ONE THING

PRAYER

As we go through life, there are different things that are of special importance at any given time.  These are things that we center on and they are things that we feel if we just accomplish this ‘one’ particular thing, our life would be complete.  We use expression such as ‘if I can just accomplish this ‘one’ thing I will be satisfied.  The ‘one’ thing that I want is just to get my child through school.  The ‘one’ thing that I desire the most is for my children to be prosperous and happy.  The ‘one’ thing that I want is to have a happy marriage.  The ‘one’ thing that I need is to get a promotion on my job.  The ‘one’ thing I want more than anything is to be financially secure so that I can retire.
The children here today would say - the ‘one’ thing that they want is for school to be over so they can rest and relax through the summer.  The ‘one’ thing they desire is to past their final exams and get a good grade.  And the list can go on and on.  This ‘one’ thing can also be classified as the ‘main thing.’  I remember not too long ago there was this saying going around – ‘keep the main thing the main thing.’  The question I would like for you to think about is – ‘what is the ‘one’ thing that you think is the most important in your life today?  (Notice that I said ‘today’ because our ‘one’ thing can change daily and sometimes hourly.)
God has a lot to say about the ‘one thing’ that is needed in people’s lives.   So we are going to look at a few and see if we can possibly identify with these people.  See if their ‘one thing’ is also your ‘one thing.’

First we are going to look at a man that Jesus tells him that there is ‘one thing lacking in his life.’  One thing that is keeping him from being all God has called him to be.
Turn to Mk. 10:21  “Then Jesus beholding him LOVED him, ‘One thing’ thou lackest; go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:  and come, take up the cross, and follow me.
In this Scripture text a young man had come to Jesus and asked Him what must he do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus answered him by quoting portions of the ten commandment ‘do not commit adultery, do not kill, do not bear false witness, defraud not, Honor thy father and mother.’  Then the young man answered and said – ‘these things have I done since my youth.’  When this text is recorded in the book of Matthew it adds that Jesus said to him – ‘If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell…”  Question.  ‘What was the ‘one thing’ that was lacking in this man’s life?’  (wait for answer)  The ‘one thing’ that was lacking in his life was making God the focal point in His life.
The thing that was of utmost importance to him was his finances.  His finances had become his god.  Scripture says that he went away grieved:  for he had great possessions.”  (comments – H.S.  )  The problem was not that HE had great possessions, but that the POSSESSIONS had him!  Look at what Jesus said in vs. 24a “Children, how hard is it for them that TRUST  in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!  Vs. 25  “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.  (comments – H.S.)
Jesus told this young man the ‘one thing’ that was lacking in his life.  Now let’s look at him telling someone of the ‘one thing that was needed in her life.  See if you can identify with this next person.
Turn to Luke 10:41-42  “And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things.  But ONE THING IS NEEDFUL:  and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  (tell story)  What was the one thing that was needed in Mary’s life?  To spend time listening and communicating with her Lord!  She was so busy doing the things necessary in life to take care of her home that it left little or no time for her to spend with God.  Can you identify with her?  (comments – H.S.)  So far we have heard Jesus tells someone the ‘one that was lacking on his life, and to the Martha ‘one thing’ was needed in her life.  So what is the problem with these two people?  Perhaps the testimony of someone else can help us.
Turn to John 9:25  “He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not; ONE THING I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.”
Now I don’t need to ask you what the problem with this man was because each of you should know it.  He was blind!  (tell the story.)  The religious leaders were trying to get this man to not give Jesus the credit for his healing.  They said – ‘Give God praise for your healing because we know for a fact that this man Jesus is a sinner.’  Then the healed man said in effect – ‘that’s your opinion.  All I know is when I met Jesus I was blind, since I met Him now I can see!”
This man was talking about a physical blindness – but in actuality before he met Jesus he was spiritually blind as well.  That was the rich, young ruler’s problem and that was Martha’s problem.  Is that your problem as well, are you spiritually blind?  (comments – H.S)  If you realize that you are then I say, hallelujah!  God is moving in your heart.  But there is something else that you must see about this ‘one thing’ issue.
Turn to Phil. 3:13  “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  but this ONE THING I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  (comments – H.S.)  What is Paul saying that his one thing was?  Letting go of the past!

If you have realized that you are spiritually blind or have been spiritually blind in the past then you have to let go and let God.  Do you recognize yourself in that Scripture?  Are you still holding on to yesterday?  Are you still holding on to the sins and mistakes of your past?  Let them go!  God has forgiven you now you need to forgive yourself and others!  Let go and press forward to the high calling that God has called you to.  It is a call of excellence.
Once you have done that, once you have let go and pressed onward with Christ as the central part of your life.  You will notice a change that will start to take place in your heart and mind.  What change is that?  It is your last ‘one thing’ for today.
Turn to Psalms 27:4  ”ONE THING have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.”
When you realize what is lacking in your life, what is needed in your life, your spiritual blindness, and you have ‘let go of the past.’  You will notice God now placing His desires within your heart and your mind.  You will notice that your desire is for the Lord and for the things of God.
David could have said ‘one thing have I desired of the Lord’ to have more power and wealth.  But he said my one thing that I will ask for is to simply live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.  (comments – H.S.)  I want to live within His house, within His presence.  I want to behold the beauty of the Lord, to behold His face.  I want to be able to inquire of the Lord, or in other words to sit down and commune with Him.  Because when my desire is for Him – everything else pales in comparison.  When my desire is for Him, every thing and anything else that I need in life will be provided, including my heart desires.
My prayer for you today is, as you go through these list of ‘one thing’ that is needed, you will recognize yourself and your spiritual condition.  And when you have followed each of the one things that God has listed for you today, your ultimate ‘one thing’ will be to live in the presence of God where His desires will become your desires.  Amen!
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