STORMS OF LIFE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 27:9-11,13-15, 18-25, 29-31
There is an old song of the church that we use to sing “When the storms of life are raging stand by me.  When the world is tossing me, like a ship upon the sea, thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me.”  This morning this is what we are going to talk about, the storms of life.  Let me give you an example by looking at the Apostle Paul at this particular stage in his life.  I would ask you to read the entire 27th chapter when you get home so that you can get a complete picture of what is going on in our text.  But for now we will pull out some points in this text to help us understand and handle the storms that we will have to face in our lives.
For those of you who don’t know, Paul is a prisoner in this text.  He has been arrested for preaching Jesus and at his trial he had appealed his case; requesting that he be able to present his case to Caesar himself.  Paul is under guard as they board a ship, along with other prisoners, heading to Italy.  On route, Paul had warned them that an angel of God had appeared to him that night and had advised him that if they continued on their course, their trip was going to be disastrous.  Not only was it going to be disastrous to their cargo but to their very lives.  This is the first point that God wants to bring to some of you today and if it is not for you individually, it is for someone that you know.
· The first point is that if some of you continue on the route that you are going, if you continue on unheeding the warnings signs that He is giving you; it is not only going to be disastrous to your finances or your material possessions but it could prove to be disastrous to your very life itself.  Why is it that we don’t heed the storm warning signs that God allows to come into our lives.   We think ‘oh, that won’t happen to me.  I can handle it.’  But often the true storms of life are larger than our human ability to cope.
In our Scripture text God warned the people on board that if they continued on their course they would run into disaster but they choose to ignore his warning.  Why?  One of the reason can be found in verse 13  “When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they had obtained what they wanted…”  Paul had warned them that a storm was coming but notice what the text says it says ‘ a gentle wind began to blow.’
Can you see the meaning that can be draw from this?  God warns us over and over again that we are to live in loving obedience to Him or we will have to suffer the consequences.  But what happens, Satan sends a ‘gentle wind.’  What does that mean?  That means that Satan sends a delusion.  He makes you think that every thing is going your way.  He makes you think that you are ‘living large.’  He makes you think that you must be okay; you’ve got money in the bank; you’ve got a home; you’ve got a reasonable portion of health and strength.  You think that you can ignore God’s warnings and His word and live any way that you want to because it seems that you are still being ‘blessed.’  But, my brothers and sisters in Christ, you have got to know that Satan is a deceiver.
Turn to I Thess. 5:3  “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them…”  Don’t allow Satan to lead you into a place of false security where you are not living in accordance to God’s word.  Don’t allow him to deceive you where you believes his lies and think that you can live a life of disobedience and never reap the consequences of your actions.  God is God and His word and His promises will always remain true and will always come to pass in His perfect time.  Look at what happens in our text:    A gentle wind had started to blow so the ship continued on its’ course, ignoring Paul’s warning.  Before too long this ‘gentle’ wind had turned into a ‘northeaster.’  It had turned into a storm of hurricane force.  This is the same thing that can happen to us.  If we continue going our own ways – the storms of life can begin to attack us with hurricane force.  The storms of life can attack us where we will be in the worse storm of our lives.  What else can we learn from what is going on.  In our text, it seemed the wind was blowing from every direction.  There was no way to steer the ship, so they had to let it go and allow it to have its’ head.   They took a violent beating from the storm all night.  The next day they began to throw their precious cargo overboard.  On the third day of the storm they even threw the ships tackle overboard, thinking if they lightened their load, they would be able to ride out the storm.  The storm continued to rage for many days where they could not even see the sky, the finally gave up all hope of ever being saved.
What can we learn from this?  Often when we are in the worse storm of our life, when the world is tossing us like a ship upon the sea, that’s when we must come to the end of ourselves.  What does that mean?  When we have tried to do every thing that we can do to make things better.  When we have tried to handle the storm in our own strength.  When we have tried to lighten the load, as these men did, in our own strength.  Then we have to finally come to the conclusion that in ourselves there is no hope.  You come to the end of yourself.  Have you ever heard that expression ‘man extremities are God’s possibilities.”  That’s coming to the end of yourself, knowing that the storm that you are going through is just too great for you to handle.  That’s when each of us have to learn to ‘let go and let God!’  That’s when God can step in and do what only He can do!
Notice what Paul does and says in this section.  He tells them not to lose heart, to keep up their courage.  He tells them “Last night an angel of the God WHOSE I AM and WHOM I SERVE…”  Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ can you see what you need to do when you are going through a storm.  We need to know who it is we belong to ‘whose I am’ and we need to know who it is that we serve.  When you are going through a storm start confessing who you are in Christ, and start confessing the power of the God that we serve.  Stop looking at the circumstances around you, stop looking at the wind and the waves that seem to be towering over you.  Start focusing your attention on God and God alone!!!
Notice what else Paul tells them in verse 25 “…for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.”  In the midst of the storm Paul was not focusing on what he could see, he was focusing on what he believed.  In the midst of the storm Paul was saying in effect, ‘my sea-legs may be about to give out, but my faith-legs are standing storm and firm.”  He was standing on his faith.  When we are going through a storm, we too need to learn to stand on our faith.  As they old saying goes ‘come hell or high-water’  We must stand on our faith!!!
But as the case often is, when God tells us to stand on faith, fear and doubt will rear its’ ugly head.  In our text the men became fearful believing that the ship was getting ready to crash against the rocks.  So they let down a lifeboat and were going to get into it and abandon the ship.  But notice these words from Paul in vs. 31  “Unless the men stay in  the ship, you cannot be saved.”  What does that teach us?  Throughout history Jesus has been referred to as a ‘ship’ in the midst of the storm.  Stay in the ship!  Paul is saying ‘if you don’t stay in the ship you are going to drown, you will be killed.’  There’s safety in the ship.  Unless you stay in the ship, you cannot be saved. 
Jesus is our ship and unless you stay in Him as you go through the storms of life, you will be destroyed.  In our Christian tradition Jesus is referred to as the ‘Ship of Zion,’ the ship that can take you safely through any and every storm of life.   Stay on the ship!  If you stay on the ship, you can make it through the storm.

· When you get a bad report from the doctor, stay on the ship.

· When you lose someone you love, stay on the ship. 
· When you lose your job, stay on the ship.

· When they cut your hours at work, stay on the ship.

· When you feel lonely and afraid, stay on the ship.

· When all around you is darkness and chaos, stay on the ship.

· When your friends talk about you behind your back, stay on the ship.

· When the one person who you thought you could depend on, disappoints you, stay on the ship.

If you stay on the ship, you will reach a safe harbor.    There may be someone here who is thinking, ‘I’m going through this storm because I got out of the ship, I’m going through this storm because I have strayed away from the Lord.  So what can I do now.  Turn to Jer. 3:14  “Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married to you…”  All you have to do is repent and return unto the Lord.  God loves you and wants to see you safely through the store, all you have to do is get back on board the ship.  Thank you Jesus!!
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