A PEACEFUL AND THANKFUL SPIRIT

PRAYER

Scripture:  Col. 3:15-17

Today is Youth Sunday and this morning God has sanctioned me to bring you a message straight from His heart and mind.  And that message will be centered around having a ‘peaceful & thankful spirit.’

One thing that is needed not only in the lives of our children and youth but in us adults as well is developing a peaceful and thankful spirit.  Most families that have more than one child at home, knows that peace is not something that is present very offer.  The children are normally bickering, arguing and fussing with one another.  And if they are not fussing with one another, they want to TRY and be fussing and arguing with their parents.  Why is it that there are so many disharmonies in our homes?  Why is it that families, that profess to love one another, can’t seem to get along? One reason that peace is not something that is commonly manifested in our homes is because people are not normally thankful for what they have.  And because today is youth Sunday, I am going to direct this sermon primarily to them.
Being thankful is not something that most children and young people today exhibit in their lives.  My personal belief is that one of the reasons that they are not more thankful with what they have is because they have too much.  From my personal observation with the children and young people that I come into contact with, is that no matter how much you give them they always want more or better.  The reason being because they truly don’t know how blessed they are!
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These pictures are not something that is new to some of you because you have seen images such as these on television.  But even though you have seen these types of images before, I hope you won’t allow Satan to harden your heart to them.

Why was it that God allowed you to be born in a country that has not had to endure some of these hardships?  Why is it that God has allowed you to be born into a family that is able to take care of you?  Why is it that you have been born into a nation that you can worship God freely?

While I don’t have a definitive answer for these questions, what I do know is that God expects you to be thankful that you were!   But instead of being thankful for what you have, some people have allowed Satan to sow seeds of discontentment into their hearts and minds.  You argue, you fuss, and you disrespect your parents.  Why?  Because Satan has lied to you and told you that you should have more, or you deserve to have your own way, or your family is just too old fashion, they are not ‘with it.’  So some young people walk around with this angry and rebellious spirit, not realize that Satan is out to destroy their lives.  Scriptures tells us that Satan has three purposes in life, ‘to steal, kill and destroy.’
Do you remember the story of the prodigal son.  Let’s briefly look at it.  Turn to Luke 15:11-14  Jesus continued:  “There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his Father, “Father, give me my share of the esstate.  So he divided his property between them.  Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”
This young man was dissatisfied living with his parents.  Satan had whispered in his ear that he knew better than his parents and that he was old enough to do his own thing!  Satan had lied to him, making him believe that life would be better for him if he didn’t live with his family any longer.

So he goes to his father and ask for his share of the inheritance.  And the father gave it to him.  (Just as a little side not:  Parents, when you children get to the place where they don’t want to listen to you or respect you; then you just got to let them go.  You know that old saying ‘let go and let God!’)  The young man left home and partied hard.  And he learned a very valuable lesson, when the money runs out so do your ‘so-called’ friends.  This know-it-all young man lost everything.  He had no money, no friends and had to stoop to doing common labor on a pig farm.  Scripture says he was so hungry that he wanted to eat the corn husks that were being fed to the hogs.  What was going on, he was starving to death!  He started off ‘high-on-the hog’ and ends up feeding the hogs.  What happened, Satan was doing his job and doing it well.

Remember I told you that he has three purposes:  steal, kill and destroy.  He stole this young mans money by having him waste it on wild living.  He killed this man’s self-respect by lowering him to do unspeakable things and now he was trying to destroy his life.
Don’t think this is just a story in the Bible; it’s an example of what Satan will do to you if you allow him to.  How does he begin the process of stealing, killing and destroy you?  Through giving you the spirit of dissatisfaction.  And not have a spirit of thanksgiving for all that God has already done for you.
Turn back to our text in Col. 3:15-17.  God gives us here a diagram of having the ‘good life.’  He gives us a recipe for success and happiness.  You say to yourself ‘oh, Pastor, if I follow God’s way life is going to be so boring.’  Well, let me tell you that that also is a lie from the pit of hell.  Satan wants you to believe that so that he can take you out!  Let’s look at God’s recipe for success step by step:

· Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart.   (ask question – what does that mean.)  Peace of Christ is first and foremost living in a right relationship with Him.  Remember God tells us in His word, that Jesus is the ‘Prince of Peace.’  (comments – H.S.)
· Be thankful.  (comments – H.S.)  I Thess. 5:18  “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  God wants us to have a spirit of thanksgiving no matter what is going on in our lives.  This is His will for us.

· Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.   (comments – H.S.)  You need to be rich enough in the words so that you can teach and exhort someone else with the wisdom of God.  (comments – H.S.)
· Sing unto the Lord, make melody unto the Lord.  Praising and worshipping Him for all that He has done for you.  And all that He has and will do in and through you.

· Whatever you do, in thought, word or deed, do it in the name of the Lord.  Giving thanks to God our Father through Christ.

If you follow this recipe as a child, youth or adult you will have the peace, joy and satisfaction that you long for.  Let God develop within you a peaceful and thankful spirit!!!
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