TIME TO LEAVE THE TABLE
PRAYER

Scripture:  John21:6-14

This morning we are continuing from where we left off in lasst week’s sermon.  Again, this is the third time that Jesus has appeared to His disciples after His resurrection.  Prayerfully, you remember that the disciples had decided to go fishing.  They had fished all night long and had caught nothing.  Jesus had called out to them from the shore and had said ‘cast your net on the right side of the boat.’  When they did they caught so many fish they were not able to pull the net up into the boat.  When they had received exceeding, abundantly, more than they could ask or think, they knew that this was not just some stranger on the shore but that it was their resurrected Lord!  There are so many nuggets of truths in these verses – but where the Lord would have me center this morning is when the disciples got to the shore - Jesus already had a fire going with fish and bread already cooking.  Then He said those compelling words ‘come and dine.’  When I first read those words the thought came to my mind that I would entitle this sermon – “Guess whose coming to dinner.”  But God told me that He wanted the title to be “It’s Time to Leave the Table.”
Perhaps some of you don’t understand what that means, but prayerfully you will before this sermon is over.  What I want you to notice thus far is; Jesus had supplied the food for the table, He had prepared the food for consumption and now He is extending the invitation to ‘come and dine.’  There are two other occasions that we have been invited to dine with the Lord.  The first is the Lord’s Supper that we have partaken of this morning where we reaffirm the Blood Covenant that God has established with us.  In that supper we remember the words of Jesus when He said ‘unless you eat of my flesh and drink of my blood, you have no part with me.’  The other meal that we have been invited to is still in the future – where God invites us to feast at the banquet table of the ‘marriage supper of the Lamb.’
This morning God is again inviting us to ‘come and dine.’  This morning God wants to take this invitation from dining on physical food to dining on spiritual food.  God wants to take this invitation to come and dine from feasting on physical food to feasting on the Word of God!  Because you see the Word of God has got to be eaten in order for it to nourish your body.  The Word of God has got to be consumed inside of you before it can make a change outside of you!
All of you that are here this morning have come to feast on the Word of God.  Prayerfully, you are waiting with ‘baited breath’ to hear and eat on the goodness and the richness of the Word.  You want to eat on the rich nuggets of the truths of God’s Word, i.e., (comment on each one).  You want to eat on verses such as these:
· “God will supply all of your needs according to His riches in glory
·  If you delight in God He will give you the desires of your heart
·  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  who forgiveth all thine iniquities
· Bless the Lord, O my soul, who healeth all they diseases
· Bless the Lord, O my soul, who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
· Bless the Lord, O my soul, who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
· Bless the Lord, O my soul, who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle.
These and so many more are the riches of God’s Word that we want to feast on, on Sunday mornings. And Jesus did say ‘come and dine.’  But God wants me to tell you Beechfield Church, that just as when you eat physical food you just don’t sit at the table all day long.  You get up and work and do the things that are necessary to live in this world.  In the same way after you have feasted on Sunday or at one of the weekly Bible studies, than you have to get up from the table and go out to serve!  It’s time to leave the table!!!
Perhaps if I give you the words to this song that I know you will better understand what God is talking about.  “My house is full, but my fields are empty, who will go and work for me today.  My children all want to stay around my table, but no one wants to work in my fields.  (comments – H.S.  – It’s time to leave the table!)  Turn to Jer. 8:20  “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”  Turn to Matt. 9:37-38  “Then said he (Jesus) unto his disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.”

When the Scripture in Jeremiah said that the harvest is past and the summer is ended, God was using him to say that time is passing by quickly and there are still a lot of people who have yet to be saved!  And then Jesus picks it up in Matthew and says the harvest is plentiful.  There is still a lot of work to be done; there are multitudes of people who have not yet come to a saving knowledge of Christ.  Each of you know some of them.  They may be in your family, they be in on your jobs, in your communities, in our schools, etc.  Then Jesus goes on to say but the laborers are few.  There are very few people who want to go out and do the work of the Lord.  We want to stay around God’s table and dine.  But we are not willing to go out into the fields where we live!!!  Jesus says pray and ask God to send for laborers and then after you pray – you go!!!
Did you read the sign God had me place outside – “Stop, look, listen!  God is calling you!!!  Jesus told the disciples and He is telling us to come and dine.  But after we dine we got to know that it’s time to leave the table!!!
Turn to John 4:35  “Say not ye, there are yet four months, and then cometh the harvest?  Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.”  Jesus is saying here that any farmer knows that after he/she has planted – it takes about four months for the crops to grow to maturity then it’s time to harvest.  Then our Lord makes a very powerful statement.  He says “lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.”  He is using an analogy of wheat.  When wheat reaches its maturity it turns a golden brown.  But if you leave it in the fields too long before you harvest it, it will start to turn white.  When it starts to turn white, you know that if you don’t harvest it right away the crop will be lost!  God is telling each of us this morning to look out on of the crop of humankind.  If it is not harvested right away, the crop will be lost.
Time is getting short!  The end, as we know it, is at hand.  The sign of Jesus’ return is here.  Violence and gangs are every where.  Drugs are destroying people’s lives.  Inflation is starting to run rampant.  Gas prices are going through the roof and there doesn’t seem to be any end in sight.  When gas prices goes up, food prices do as well.  I heard on the news how in one country, the people are rioting because of the price and the lack of food.  My secretary, Sheila, told me that she read this article on ABC news where Wal-Mart and Sam’s are limiting the amount of rice and flour that a family can buy due to a ‘spike in demand’ due to high inflation cost for other foods.  All of these things have been foretold in Scripture as a sign of our Lord’s return.  Remember that Scripture says that inflation would be so high that it would take a day’s wages to buy a loaf of bread.  What is bread made out of?  Flour, which is now being limited.
Stop, look and listen – see and understand what is going on in this world!  The only hope that we have in this world is Christ Jesus and there are millions that still aren’t saved!!!  God is calling you to take hope to a lost and dying world.  Don’t wait until it’s too late!  Why?
Turn to Rev. 14:14-20 ”And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap; for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.
And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.  And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.  And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth for her grapes are fully ripe.
And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horses bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.”
Remember, Jesus previously told us that the crop was ‘white’ for the harvesting – meaning if the harvest wasn’t done immediately that the crop would be lost.  Well, if we don’t go out and do the harvesting there is coming a day that Jesus will do the final harvest.  In this text in Revelation – God uses the analogy of the crop of humankind as grapes ripe for the harvest.  God is saying that the earth is ripe for the harvesting – sin has reached its ugly peak.  And Jesus is the One with the sickle to harvest the crop.  Jesus plunges in the sickle – much like one would do to a ripe melon.  Scriptures says the grapes are placed in the winepress of God’s wrath.  And when the grapes or the human crop was squeezed in the winepress the blood that flowed was as high as a horse’s bride and approximately 200 miles in length.
It is harvest time, it is not playing time.  It’s time to allow God to use you to bring lost men and women, boys and girls to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  God is calling you!  Jesus told the disciples to ‘come and dine.’  When you come back next week you will see how this was preparing them for service.  You will see how this was preparing them to leave the table and to go out and bring the harvest in.  Amen!
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