THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN

PRAYER

Scripture:  Pro. 31:10-31

The book of Proverbs is a book of wisdom a book that would be prudent for all of us to read and to put into practice.  It is ironic to be that this book would end with an in-depth description of a virtuous woman.  The irony in that is that the author of this book is primarily credited to King Solomon and we know that Solomon had 700 wives in addition to 300 concubines.  I am not sure that I would take much stock in what Solomon considered a good wife unless, of course, I would say that he was always looking for one (tongue-in-cheek).  But this last chapter, the epilogue, was not written by King Solomon.  It was written by King Lemuel of Massa.
This writing gives us a powerful description of what God considers a virtuous wife, a virtuous mother.  The word virtuous in this texts means a woman of noble character, a woman of intelligence, a woman of capability.  Notice the writer states, ‘who can find a woman like this.’  And if you do, you had better prize her because she is of more value than precious jewels.  Now, we all know that today is Mother’s Day.  A day that has been set aside to honor wives/mothers.  In this text we will see what a wife/mother should be and what should make her worthy to be honored.  And men/fathers, I want you to know that the qualities found here can also be applied to you.
Notice the first thing that this text says in describing her attributes:

· verse 11  “her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.”  I need to read this same verse from the Amplified version:  “The heart of her husband trusts in her confidently and relies on and believers in her securely, so that he has no lack of (honest) gain or need of (dishonest) spoil.”
Wow!  The husband knows that he has a women that he can depend.  He knows that he has a help-mate; he has a partner that will help him carry the load of life.  And notice what this texts says the lacks nothing of value (comments – H.S.)  Notice what is the next thing that this text says:

· verse 12  “She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.”  Amplified version:  “She comforts, encourages, and does him only good as long as there is life within her.”

This woman makes it one of her primary goals in life to build up her man and not to tear him down.  Hers was not a life of begrudging servitude, but a life of loving and doing for the man to whom she was committed.  A want you to notice that this was not some pampered woman who sat around doing nothing, but she was an intelligent, accomplished woman.  A woman who worked to help take care of her family.  I want you to notice ALL of what she did.  Let’s examine this verse by verse:
· vs. 13 – “She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands.”  = Manufacturer. (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 14 - “She is like the merchant ships, bring her food from afar.” = Importer. (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 15 – “She gets up while it is still dark; and provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls.” = Manager.  (comments – H.S.)
· vs. 16 – “She considers a field and buys it…” = Realtor.  “Out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.” = Farmer.  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 19 – “In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers.” = Seamstress.  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 20 – “She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.” = Charity work.  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 22 – “She makes coverings for her bead…”  = Upholsterer.  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 24 – “She makes line garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.”  - Merchant.  (comments – H.S.)

This woman had a full and active life.  She was a wife and mother and she also worked!  But notice she doesn’t set around complaining about all she has to do.  Notice vs. 27  “She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.”  
She sees what needs to be done and does it!  She has a happy spirit.  Look at vs. 25 (b) she can laugh at the days to come.”  (comments – H.S.)
This was a strong woman, this was a contented woman.  This woman was not just some piece of fluff.  She was not a trophy wife or mother.  Matter of fact in all of these qualities that Scripture says about her, it does not describe how she looked physically.  (comments – H.S.)   Scripture says that ‘her children and her husband will rise up and call her blessed.”   It also says that her husband will ‘praise her.’  They will be able to say how wonderful it was to have her as a mother or a wife.  They will be able to say that their life was happy because she was such an integral part of it.   How could this woman do all that she did, how could she be all that she was.  The answer is because she knew who she was and whose she was.  How do I know that?  Look at vs. 30  “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.”  Scripture tells us in vs. 29  “Many daughters have doe…nobly and well…but you excel them all.”  It means that she had done more than Miriam, the one who led a nation’s women in praise to God; Deborah, the patriotic military advisor; Ruth, the woman of constancy; Hannah, the ideal mother; the Shunammite, the hospitable woman; and even more than Queen Esther, the woman who risked sacrificing her life for her people.  In what way did she ‘excel them all’?  In her spiritual and practical devotion to God, which permeated every area and relationship of her life.  Her secret was her devotion to God and her wanting her life to be pleasing to Him.
This is the type of wife/mother that God honors on this day.  Look at the very last verse “Giver her the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates of the city!?  (comments – H.S.)
This woman is the type of person that all of us can emulate, whether you are male or female.  Amen!
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