WITHOUT A VISION…May 14, 2006

PRAYER

Scripture:  Proverbs 29:18(a)

Today is Mother’s Day and as such the message today will not only be for mother’s, but for each of you individually as well.  If I asked you the question - where do you see yourself, your child, your home, our church in the next five years, what would your response be?  For most people they would say, “I don’t know Pastor, I never thought about it.”  Or other people might say, “Pastor, I have enough problems just handling what I am going to do today, much less thinking about where I see myself in the next five years!”  And while I understand that type of response, I must let you know that that kind of thinking is not good for you.

God plainly tells us in His Word that “without a vision, my people perish!”  In the NIV it says “Where there is no REVELATION, the people cast off restraint.”  The word “revelation” here refers to knowing Who God is, knowing Him personally in the pardoning of your sin, knowing God’s Word and knowing what God’s will is for your life.  The latter part of this definition - “knowing what God’s will is for your life” is the portion of what we are going to be talking about today.

Now I know that those of you who were part of our Bible Study on the “Purpose Driven Life” immediately thought about the first line in that book that said “it’s not about you!”  You probably immediately thought about the fact that the primary purpose in our life is to ‘bring God glory.”  But we are going to add to that statement this morning.  Prayerfully by the conclusion of this message you will know that God’s will for your life is not only to bring Him glory, but that you must have a vision in order to bring glory to God with your life.

God wants to let you know that He never wants you to be totally satisfied with the status quo.  Now there may be someone thinking, ‘but Pastor, I thought Scripture said that we were suppose to be content with where we are because that is the will of God for us at that moment.”  And “if I am not totally satisfied, that means that I am discontent.”  No, that is not what I am talking about!  When I say that God never wants you to be satisfied with the status quo, I meant that God always wants you to get the mastery over any given’ situation that may be troubling you. I mean that God wants you to always be striving to be better.  And in order to do that you must have a VISION!!!

As a church if we are not striving to be better, if we are not striving to reach more people who are lost, if we are not striving to have additional ministries to help our congregation, if we are not striving to have more money so that we can fund these ministries and to help people that are in need, God says that we will perish!  But not only must we have a vision for our church, each of you must have a vision for your personal lives, for your financial situation, for your children, your mate, etc.

God says ‘without a vision, without a revelation, my people will perish!!!  There will be no hope for the future, there will be no expectation of change, and there will be NOTHING to look forward to!  And if people don’t have a hope, if they don’t have a vision, they just shrivel up and die from the inside out! (comments - H.S.)  Now there may be some people here this morning who are saying - Pastor, I don’t understand what you mean when you use the word vision.  So God has had me to make an Acrostic of the word vision and, prayerfully, through this you will get a better understanding.

First of all before you can have a vision for the future, you must spend time in prayer with God.  You need to ask the Lord what He wants for you: WHAT He desires for you to do with your life, WHERE does He want to use you, WHEN are you suppose to move on this vision and HOW are you suppose to accomplish it!  After you have prayed before the Lord, diligently searching for an understanding of His will and His way.  God will tell you WHAT He desires for you.  How do I know this - well that’s simple, turn to Psalm 37:4  “Delight thyself also in the Lord and He SHALL give thee the desires of thine heart.”  

This verse has a ‘play’ on words.  Not only is God saying that if you delight in Him, loving to spend time with Him, loving to talk and fellowship with Him in prayer - He will give you your heart’s desire, but that He will place that desire in your heart in the first place!!!  God will tell you WHAT He desires for you because He will place His’ desires within you heart. (comment - H.S.)

For an example of what I am talking about - turn to Gen. 12:1-3 Now the Lord had said to Abram”  “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you will be a blessing.  I will bless them those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Not what is going on here?  Well, one day Abram is going about his daily activities, minding his own business - when God speaks to His heart.  He tells Abram that he has plans for him.  He tells him to pack up and leave.

Now up to this point Abram had no desire to move.  Abram had no plans to change his location.  So what is God doing - God is placing his desire within Abram’s heart and when He does THEN God gives Abram’s His heart’s desire!!!  Thank you Jesus!  God is giving Abram a vision! He gave him a vision of becoming the father of a great nation.  He gave him a vision of being an influential man.  He gave him a vision of God blessing him over and abundantly more than he could ask or thing.  God gave him a vision that Abram himself would BE a blessing to others.  (Just as a little side note - that’s one of the primary reasons that God wants to bless you - so that you in turn can be a blessing.)  God gave him a vision that not only would effect him, but a vision that would effect his family and ultimately the entire world.

What did Abram have to do to receive all that God had promised him?  (Now we get back to the acrostic of the word vision.)

Abram had to:

· V - visualize the vision.  Abram had to visualize/see the vision.  Abram had to be able to SEE in his spirit - ALL that God promised him coming true.  Because without him seeing it - it would be impossible for him to believe it!!!!  You say Pastor, how do you know that Abram visualized God’s promises in his spirit.  The answer is simple - look at verse 4(a)  So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him…”  If Abram had not visualized it he NEVER would have left.  Remember Hebrews 11:1  “faith is the substance of the hope forth the EVIDENCE of things not seen.”  The word evidence there could also be “visualization of things not (physically) seen.”  Praise the Lord and thank you Jesus!!!

What desire has God placed within your heart?  The desire to be a better man/woman, the desire to be able to own your own home, the desire to raise children that you can be proud of, the desire to own your own business, the desire to be healthy, wealthy and wise, the desire to be a church that is full to capacity EVERY Sunday morning with people that are hungry for the Word of God and hungry to do God’s will, THEN you have got to be able to see these things as a reality right now!!!  PTL!

· I - Interpret the vision.  Turn Daniel 5:5-6, 25-28  “In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace:  and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.  Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another…And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  This is the interpretation of the thing:  MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.  TEKEL; thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.  PERES; Thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians. (comments)

Sometimes the vision that God gives to you will require a change in your life.  Sometimes it involves tension.  Tension is not always bad - sometimes it is good for you because it makes you stretch in order to realize your vision. (rubber band, comments - H.S.)

· S - SPEAK your vision & at other times the ‘s’ means being SILENT about your vision.  Sometimes in your vision - God will tell you to speak it, to loudly proclaim it to the world.  Sometimes God tells us to speak things into existence and at other times (like He did with the Apostle Paul - when He gave him the vision of the ‘third heaven’) God will tell you to remain silent.

Perhaps you can understand God telling you to ‘speak’ your vision, but you don’t understand why God would tell you to be silent about it.  Well, that’s because sometimes we hinder our visions by what we confess, i.e., doubt and unbelief.  Sometimes it is not because of you but because of the people that you surround yourself with.  Many people are ‘player-haters.’  They don’t want to see you get ahead!  So either they may try to stop your vision or they may speak such negativity into your spirit that you start to doubt it yourself!

· I - Invest in your vision.  Turn to Matt. 13:45-46  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls.  Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” (comments - H.S.)  This man was willing to invest in his vision.  In the same way you must do the same thing.  Whether your vision is for yourself, your mate, your child, our church, you must be willing to invest your all into it, your time, your energy, your passion and your finances. (comments - H.S.)

· O- Own your vision.  Turn to Numbers 13:30  “And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” (comments - H.S.)  God had given these people a vision and had brought them to the border of the Promised Land.  But before they could cross over God sent 12 men into the area to spy out the land.  When they got there they found giants in the land.  They said that the men were so big and powerful that they looked like ‘grasshoppers’ in their sight.  But two men, Joshua and Caleb, said oh, no!  All we need to do is go in and possess the land - because since God has promised it to us - it now belongs to us.

They were ‘owning the vision’ as their own.  This is the same thing that each of us must do!  We have got to OWN our vision.  It reminds me of some commercials that I have seen and you see this woman walking and strutting down the streets.  And behind her you hear someone say ‘own it - work it.’  Well that’s the same premise that you must use.  You must ‘walk’ like the vision is yours.  You got to ‘talk’ like the vision is yours.  You need to ‘serve’ God like the vision already belongs to you!  OWN IT!!!

· N- never neglect your vision.  Sometimes when our vision doesn’t materialize as rapidly as we would have, sometimes when obstacles get in our way - we start to neglect our vision.  We start to settle.  We settle for the mediocre - we start to settle for the mundane.  God has a special purpose for you and for your life.  And it is a purpose that should never be neglected.  It is a purpose that will change your life, it is a purpose that will prosper and bless you, it is a purpose that will draw you ever closer to Him.  Don’t neglect your vision - because remember God says - ‘without a vision, my people perish!’
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