A HEALTY EYE

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE:  Matt. 6:21-23

Jesus has been talking to His disciples about having the proper priorities in life.  He had told them that their chief concern should not be storing up treasures for themselves on this earth.  But that their chief concern should be storing up heavenly treasures, or in other words their chief concern should be doing the will of God.  He makes a very profound statement saying that where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.  He is saying that our heart will follow after what we deem to be most important in life.
I believe that’s what God would have us center on this morning.  We kind of touched on that last week when God brought us the message on “One Thing;” The one thing that we would consider being the most important in our life.  Prayerfully, you all remember that the first point in our “One Thing” sermon was that God is suppose to be our number one priority once we have made a claim to salvation.  Let me stop here for a moment.  Before I can continue in our topic for today, I need to back up a little bit.  I need to let you know what it means to be saved, what it means to give your life to Christ, what it means to be born-again.
When you asked Jesus to forgive your sin and to come into your heart and to save you, at that moment you were suppose to be making a decision to turn your back on your old way of life.  When you were baptized that was a symbol of dying to your old sinful nature and rising again to live through the power of God nature that has now been placed inside of you.  When you decided to ask Jesus into your heart it was a decision that from that point on you would live for and walk with Jesus.  You say, ‘what does it mean to walk with Jesus?’  The decision to walk with Jesus is not so much a mental one as it is a yielding of the heart to God’s plan for our lives.  (repeat)  (comment – H.S. – not a mental assent)
So many people have made a profession of faith in Jesus; they want to escape hell’s fire, but they have not yielded their heart to God’s plan for their lives.  Most people, who have made a claim of faith, want to make their own plans and then ask God to bless them.  After we are saved we need to yield our heart to God’s plan for our lives.  God has a plan and a purpose for each and every one of us, and we have to yield daily to that plan.
So the question can be asked, ‘why is it that so many people who go by the Name of Christ are not yielding their hearts to God’s plan for their lives.  I believe the answer can be found in vs. 22 “The light of the body is the eye:  if therefore thine eye be single, the whole body shall be full of light.”   You say, Pastor, what does that mean?  Have you ever heard the expression that the ‘eyes are the window of the soul?’  What the eyes look on is what is placed inside of a person.  What the eyes see is what causes a person to act or to react.  Jesus says if your eye be ‘single,’ or your eye be ‘sound,’ or your eye be ‘healthy,’ your whole body will be full of light.
In Scripture God talks about two types of eyes/sight, physical eyes and spiritual eyes.  One of the reasons that so many Christian have not yielded their hearts to God’s plan for their lives is because they can only see with their physical eyes.  They have not yet developed their spiritual eyes.  Let’s take this same verse and paraphrase it a little bit. “The light of the body is the spiritual eye:  if your spiritual eye is healthy, your whole body shall be full of light/the light of Christ.”  (remember Jesus said “I am the light of the world.)  The reason so many people who go by the Name of Christ aren’t living anything is because their spiritual eye is not healthy, it can’t see properly!
Look at vs. 23 “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!”  An eye that is evil is covetous, always looking at what someone else has and wanting it for themselves.  An evil eye is never satisfied, they are always trying to get more and more.  An evil eye is always complaining about their circumstances, they hold grudges and aren’t able to focus on the goodness of the Lord.  An evil eye is always apprehensive and fearful of losing what they have acquired.  An evil eye is hard-hearted, never wanting to help someone else and close-minded to the needs of others. God says that if your eye is evil your whole body is full of darkness.  That shows us that the eye gives entrance to the mind.
What a person looks at is what he thinks about, and what he thinks about is what he actually becomes.  God tells us in His Word, that ‘as a person thinks, so is he.”  An evil eye is one that has been blinded by Satan.  As Christians, God is requiring us to make a conscience decision to walk with Christ and to follow His will for our lives.  But so many Christian are walking around spiritually blind because of what they allow their eyes to center on, what they allow their eyes to linger on.  When you allow your eyes to linger too long on something, your action will soon follow.
For an example think about David and Bathsheba.  She was in her private bath house, taking a bath.  David was on lounging on his roof garden.  All of a sudden he looks down and sees this beautiful woman taking a bath.  You know the story, how because he was the king he summoned her.  Had sexual relations with her, she got pregnant.  He murdered her husband trying to hide his dastardly deed.  Why did all this happen?  Because he allowed his eyes to linger on her to long until lust took over.  And his action soon followed what he allowed to enter into his mind.  (comments – H.S.)
Being saved is not just escaping hell; it is living and following Christ all the days of your life.  It is making a conscience decision to yield to his direction for your life.  And to do that you must develop healthy eyes – you need to learn to see with your spiritual eyes and not just with your physical eyes.  For an example of seeing with your spiritual eyes and not just with your physical – turn to 2 Kings 6:14-17  “Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host:  and they came by night and compassed the city about.  And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots.  And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master?  How shall we do?  And he answered, fear not:  for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.  And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.  And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw:  and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.  (comments – H.S.)  Before the young man could only see through his physical eyes, but then God opened his spiritual eyes!
God wants your spiritual eyes to be opened as well.  You may be thinking ‘how is that going to help me, you don’t know the circumstances that are going on in my life.’

 Turn to Eph. 1:18  “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may KNOW what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.  God is saying that He wants our spiritual eyes to be opened so that we can know the hope that we have been called to.  So that we can know the hope that belongs to us in Christ Jesus; So that we never have to walk around feeling helpless and hopeless.   But it also says that He wants our spiritual eyes to be open so that we know the riches of our inheritance is in Him.
You ask – ‘what riches is God talking about?’  I believe these next verses sums it up – vs. 19-20  “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places.”   God is showing us that the riches that belong to us is the power of God in the lives of those who believe.  Now this is not just some wimpy power, but it is God’s GREAT power.  The same power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead and sat Him down at His own right hand!  That same power belongs to each and every believer that has their spiritual eyes open so that they can see.  That same power is available to every one of you who have healthy eyes.
You say Pastor, how do I develop spiritual eyes/sight.  The answer is simple – you all know the answer but I will tell you any way.  We develop spiritual eyes through prayer and through studying the Word for our lives and then yielding to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  When you have a decision or a choice to make – you pray and ask God ‘is this what you would have me to do, etc.’ Then you listen to the voice of God.  And then you do it!  When you ask God for His direction, you look at what doors He opens for you and which doors He closes.  When you ask God for direction, you should never listen to a voice that tells you to go contrary to the Word of God.  This is how you develop spiritual eyes.  This is how you develop healthy eyes.  This is how you follow the direction and will of God every day of your life.  The question for you this morning is ‘do you have healthy eyes, or are you still walking around in the dark?’
PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
