SPIRITUAL WARFARE VI

    The Word as a Weapon

PRAYER

Scripture:  Psalms 138:2  “I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for they truth:  for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.  James 1:22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
This morning is the final sermon on our Spiritual Warfare series.  My heart is kind of heavy with this thought because I’m wondering how many of you have grasp the ‘truths’ that have been given you.  I wonder how many of you have taken the weapons that God has shown you and actually starting using them in your lives.  I wonder how many of you simply saw these messages as ‘good sermons,’ but never applied them.  Why do I start this last sermon with thoughts such as these?  Because I know some of the spiritual battles you are in and I know that you have been trying to use ‘natural’ weapons to fight the battle.  I, also, know that because you have been using ‘natural’ weapons to fight ‘spiritual’ battles you are being defeated over and over again.  But if just a few of you have grasped these concepts and have been applying them, then this series has been worth while.
When God started this series off, He showed us that one of the main ways that Satan has been destroying our lives in, is through the wrong use of the tongue.
· God showed us how hurtful and harmful and destructive the tongue can be.
· Then the next Sunday God showed us how we could tame the tongue and the destructive forces behind it.  And that was through ‘submission.’  Submitting control over our lives, submitting control of our will and our ways to the Lord.
· The next week God showed us that another way that we could win the battles that we are in is by recognizing the enemy.  In order to win any battle, you have got to know who the enemy is and plan your counterattack based on that.
· In sermon number four God showed us that one of Satan’s greatest tools in destroying our lives is by destroying the family structure.  That is, not teaching our children the concept of honor and respect.
· Sermon number five, which was last week, God showed us that we need to take back what Satan has stolen from us.
 And this morning, we have come full circle.  We have come to sermon number six.  In my way of thinking, it is appropriate that there are six sermons in this series.  Six is the number of man.  And these sermons are designed to show mankind what must be done to gain victory in our lives.  As I said, we have come full-circle because we are going to end this series with the same thing that we began it with and that is the power of the tongue.  When we started this series off, we started off with the negative side of speaking words.  But we are going to end this series with the positive side of the spoken word.
Remember our base text, be doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  What does being ‘doers of the Word’ mean?  What word is this Scripture talking about.  Of course the answer is ‘God’s word.’  We are to not only hear the word but do the word.  When I knew that it was time to bring this series to a close (even though there is much more for us to learn) I asked God, ‘what is the most powerful weapon that we have that we can use to defeat Satan?’  And His reply to me was the spoken word.  But not just speaking any kind of rhetoric or meaningless dribble, but speaking the pure, unadulterated word of God!  There is a Scripture that keeps going over and over in my mind and it was when Jesus went to heal this soldiers daughter.  And the man said to Jesus “speak the word only and my daughter will be healed.”  Well that’s what I keep hearing in my spirit to tell you.  Speak the word only, speak the word only.  Why would that be?  Remember when Jesus was in the wilderness and Satan was tempting Him.  Jesus replied “...man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  God says, what we are to LIVE BY, what we are to thrive and prosper by, what we are to be encouraged by is every word that comes out of His mouth.  Speak the word only!!!  Why?  Because God honors His Word ABOVE every thing else!!!  Isn’t that what our text says in Psalms 138:2  “…for thou has magnified thy word above all thy name.”  (KJV)  I love the way this text reads.  I know in the NIV it says that “…for you have exalted above all thing your name and your word.”  And this version is wonderful.  (comments – H.S.)  But if you are fortunate enough or old-fashioned enough to still have a KJV notice what other meat you can get out of this text.  It says “…your have magnified thy word above ALL THY NAME.  Notice in this text God goes from the plural (all) to the singular (name).  It does not say above all thy names.    What does this text mean?
We know that God has more than one name.  We did a series on the names of God, Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah Rapha, Jehovah Shalom, etc.  We look at all the wonderful things that God’s names represented, “I Am the God that healeth thee, I Am the God who is There, I Am the God of Peace, etc.”  But even with all His different names, which described His different attributes, all the names combined together represents the One whose Name is YAHWEH, Almighty God.  So even with all of God’s wonderful names and all they represent, God says that He has EXALTED HIS WORD above His Name!!!  Can you see now the power that is in His Word?  We know that when Jesus was in the wilderness, that He defeated Satan through the spoken word.  If Jesus used the word to defeat Satan, why don’t we know that we can do the same thing.
Speak the Word Only!  Are you starting to get an idea as to why Satan will use any excuse that he can to keep you from studying the Word?  Do you see why Satan will use any reason that he can to keep you out of church on Sunday morning?  Do you see why Satan makes you mind wander hither and yon when the word is being taught or preached?  He doesn’t want it getting inside of you whereby you apply it to your everyday life.  Because if you become a doer and not a hearer only, you would be dangerous to him!!!  You say, “Pastor, how can the word be used as a weapon?’  Well, we all know that the word has creative power.  Because when God created the worlds, He used His word.  He said, “Let there be…” and there was!  All of us have used negative words to create negative situations and feelings in our lives and the lives of others.  Have you ever thought about using God’s word to create positive feeling and situations in your lives?  We know that words have healing power, because we already looked at when the soldier said, “speak the word only and my daughter shall be healed.”  Have you ever spoken the word over the sickness and disease that is affecting your body.  God’s word has healing power.  
Let’s look at some Scripture and see some of the power that is invested in the Word of God.  Turn to (NIV) Psalms 119:9  “How can a young man keep his way pure, By living according to your word…v. 11  “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.”
The Psalmist starts this verse off with a question.  “How can a young man, how can a young lady keep himself/herself pure?”  With all of the temptations in this world, with all of the peer pressure, with all of the glitz and glam, how can a person remain pure and true to God?  Well, God not only asks the question but He answers it as well.  “By living according to God word…they will remain pure by hiding God’s word in their heart so they will not sin against Him!”  Satan know the power of God’s word, he knows that his power over us will be greatly weakened when we have the word hidden within our hearts.  So what does it mean to hide the word in your heart.  That means to make the word a part of you.  That you do not just ingest the word, but you allow it to assimilate within your very being.  Where it will become a vital part of you!!!  When temptation comes and you have the word inside of you, then the Holy Spirit has something to draw from to defeat Satan.  With the word inside of you it will start to make you rethink some of your decisions BEFORE you act upon them.  With the word inside of you it will start to remake and renew your mind that has been Satan playground.  The more word that you have inside of you, the less you will sin against God.  Why?  Because the word will change you from the inside out.  I am a prime example of that!!!
What else can hiding the word in my heart do for me?  Turn to Joshua 1:8  “Do not let this Book of the Law (the word) depart from your mouth (speak the word only); meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.”  (comments – H.S.)  I watch in amazement as people, who go by the Name of Christ, strive to be prosperous and successful.  Yet they are too busy to study God’s Word, they make no time for Bible Study, and they don’t come to church at the drop of a hat.  Then they loudly proclaim that nothing is working out in their life.  They loudly proclaim that nothing good is happening to them.  Someone here may be thinking, “Pastor, I’ve come to Bible study and to church and my life is still in a mess.”  Notice what this text says “be careful to do everything written in it.”  This is talking about being a ‘doer of the word and not a hearer only, deceiving your own selves”  Remember God honors His Word above everything and if He says that if you do these things you will be prosperous and successful, that’s all there is too it!!!
Let me show you something that perhaps you have never realized before.  Turn to Mark 4:14  “The farmer sows the word.”  Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown.  As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.  Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.
Still others, like seed sow among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.  Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.
Let’s exegesis (a fancy word for examine, decipher, etc.) this text.  Notice the seed that is sown is the word of God.  The farmer is God.  He uses people like me and others to sow the word in your life.  Some people receive the word joyfully, but never allow for it to take root in their lives.  Some hear the word but allow Satan to steal what they hear or else they allow the problems of life to choke out the word so that it does them no good.  But notice the last person in this text, they hear the word, accept it and produce a crop.  Now I know that some of you have heard this text before but perhaps you never notice that it was the word that produce the crop.  God compares the Word to seeds to help you understand the growing and sustaining power of the Word.  To help you understand that it is the Word planted, rooted and grounded inside of you that will produce what you need spiritually and physically.
Remember the first reference I gave you in Psalm 119, “thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.”  Remember the concept of the word as a seed.  So when the Psalmist said that he hid the Word in his heart, he was saying that he planted and stored up the word inside of him.  Now think of a farmer who has a corn silo.  He stores up the crop in the silo for two purposes.   What are they?  One he stores it there to for present use and for future growth.  (comments – H.S.)  The seed that is for future growth is called seed corn.  Now turn to 2 Cor. 9:10-11  “Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.)
Notice that God is again described here as the one who supplies the seed.  In this text the seed can be depicted as two types of seed, physical and spiritual.    The seed for the bread for food is the physical and the seed to increase your store of seed (the seed corn)  to enlarge the harvest of righteousness is the spiritual seed (the word).   Notice that the physical and spiritual seed both come from God.  God says that when you take His Word and hid it in your heart as ‘seed corn’ it will enlarge your harvest of ‘righteousness.’  (comments – H.S.)  Notice God says that when you do this you will be made rich in every way, etc.  Hid the Word in your heart and then speak over your family and over the situations in your life.
Let me give you a perfect example of how important it is what you say about of your mouth.  Turn to Mark 11:22-26  “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.  I tell you the truth, if anyone SAYS to this mountain, ‘God, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he SAYS will happen, it will be done for him.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.
Notice this text tells us that we need to have faith in God. (comments – H.S.)  Then notice Jesus says, if you SAY to the mountain…you will have whatever you say.  Do you see the importance of what you speak out of your mouth.  We see four steps here:

· faith in God.

· Say (speak to your mountains)

· Believe and don’t doubt

· Pray

· Forgiveness.

God has given us the greatest weapon that we will ever need to win in this spiritual warfare.  And that is the power of the spoken Word.  Speak the Word only!!!
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