A DIVINE CALL
PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 1:8  “But ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”   I John 2:27  “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”
As all of you already know, today is Father’s Day.  And as such, God has laid on my heart to bring you a message of utmost importance!  It is not a message to ‘stroke’ you and tell you what wonderful fathers you are.  Nor is it a message to ‘beat’ you up, telling you how you have missed it.  But it is to be a challenging message, it is a message informing you of the divine call that God has placed on your life.  It is a message that is designed to make you get up and move in the directions that God will lead you.
Fathers, yours is a divine calling.  Yours is a calling of honor, respect and deference.  Your calling is such a high calling that God chose to give your position the same title that He gave to Himself, and that is the title of Father.  It is such a divine calling, that it is not a position to be entered into lightly, without prayer and forethought.  It is not a position that just any man can fill, only men of the highest quality and character should dare to enter into this position.  This position of FATHER!!!  Those of you who fit the qualification – God is about to issue you a challenge this morning.  He is issuing you a challenge that will not only include your own children, but will include the children of the men who have failed, who have missed the mark of being a father.
For an example of what this challenge is:  this week I was driving to the church, coming down Frederick Avenue.  While I was a distance away, I saw about 5 or 6 teen-age boys and they were kicking at something laying in the gutter.  As I got closer, I could see them using their fist hitting down at the object as well as kicking it with their feet.  Soon I realized that it was not just some object, but another boy who was laying face down in the gutter.  Instantly, I started slowing down and blowing my car horn.  It startled them but they didn’t stop.  I kept blowing my horn over and over and they started to disperse – running around my car.  One of them yelled as he ran in front of my car ‘you better not come back up there again.’  There was still one boy left – still kicking the boy in the gutter.  And the one that must have been the leader called him to stop and they all ran away helter-skelter.
They were attacking that boy like a bunch of wild dogs.  I saw a man walking slowly up to where the boy laid and some other people coming from the other direction – to give some assistance to the boy laying in the gutter.  Then I left!  It hurt my heart that I didn’t feel comfortable enough to get out of my car because of being a woman.  And it plagued my heart all that night.  But I comforted myself by thinking at least I kept blowing my horn until they got the message and ran.  They were cowards, at least six of them attacking one boy.  So what is the point?  The point is that these boys were produced by men who have yet to step up to the plate to be fathers.  And those of you who are here this morning, these are the boys that God is issuing you the challenge for; not only for your own children but for the men who have missed the mark of being a father.
God is issuing you a divine call this morning to step and to move in His place.  Remember God tells you that you are to ‘train up a child in the way that they should go.”  Teaching and training is what God does for us as our Heavenly Father.  And He is issuing you the challenge to be His hands and feet in this earth realm.  This challenge is not only for those who realize the sacredness of being called a father, but for those of you who have a father’s heart!
Now I now that Satan is whispering in your mind – ‘what can I do I’m just one person.’  Or ‘I’m afraid!  These kids are violent; they carry guns and other weapons.’  But God told me to tell you that He will provide you with all the weapons you need!  These children are helpless and hopeless!  They know nothing about the meaning of love and respect.  If you are willing to show these kids the love of God and to teach them to respect themselves and each other, that will be a powerful weapon.   Another weapon is showing them, by example that they don’t have to live and act like animals.  God says that we don’t have to do this alone or in our own strength but that He will give us not only the authority to act in His Name, but He will also give us the power to do it.
Turn to II Cor. 10:4-5  “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”
Satan has established a stronghold among many of our young teen-agers, both boys and girls.  And he has built these strongholds in their minds.  Satan has exalted himself against God making them think that the things of this world are more important than living and serving God.  We have to re-program their minds!!!  (comments – H.S.)
Turn to II Timothy 1:7  “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
Notice what this Scripture says – if you have given your life to Christ, “God says that we don’t have to operate in a spirit of fear.  But notice what he says that we are to operate in – the spirit of power.  What does this mean?  Remember what our base text said in Acts 1:8  “But you shall receive power after the Holy Ghost has come upon you.  And ye shall be witnesses…”  God says that He will give you the power to confront evil.  How?  Through the power of the Holy Ghost!  This is talking about an infilling of the Holy Spirit, an anointing of the Holy Spirit.  And Scripture tells us in Isaiah that the ‘anointing will break the yoke.’  The anointing of the Holy Spirit will break the yoke of fear that tries to grip your heart.  And the Holy Spirit will give you power, will give you holy boldness to do what God is calling you to do.  The Holy Spirit will give you power and the anointing to speak and say what God has told you to say.  It will be just like Peter when he was arrested and taken before the magistrate.  God tells him not to worry about what he is going to say, that he was to just open his mouth and God would speak through him.  How? Through the power and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Remember what our base Scripture said in I John:  “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you… the same anointing teacheth you of all things… “(comments – H. S.)  Father’s God wants to anoint you this morning with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Why? Because as you accept his challenge to be the Fathers that He has called you to be, this may lead you into some dangerous and challenging situations.  But God has a remedy for even that.

 Turn to Psalm 20:6-7  “Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed; he will hear from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand.  Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.”
God tells us hear that he will protect and guide his anointed ones.  The situations with your own children, with your own family may seem to be too difficult for you.  But God says that it is like nothing to Him.  Matter of fact God says that He will not even have to use all of His strength to protect and guide you, all He will have to do is to use the ‘saving strength of his right hand.’  We are in warfare for the lives and the hearts and the hopes and dreams of our children.  Because it is a warfare God uses the analogy of horses and chariots.  This is a figure of the military weapons used in Bible days.  God says some trust in horses and chariots, or in other words in their military might.  But God says what you have to trust in is the Name of the Lord our God.  Hallelujah!  (comments – H.S.)
You say, ‘Pastor, I can’t accept God challenge.  I’m just not strong enough to help these troubled youth.  I want to, but I just don’t have the strength.’  For an answer to that Turn to Psalms 28:8  “The Lord is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed.”  God is not asking you to do anything in your strength – but in His!!!

Turn back to the Scripture in II Timothy 1:7  “God has not given you the spirit of fear, but of power and love.  We already talked about the Spirit of power that God will give us, but what’s the next thing that God says that He will give us to accept the divine call that He has placed on us.  The next thing is the Spirit of love.  Remember I told you earlier that love is a weapon that we can use.  Turn to I John 4:18  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:  because fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.”  (comments – H.S.)   The word perfect means ‘full-grown, mature.’  God wants us to grow in love so that we will not only be concerned about ourselves but for those children without fathers.  Remember:  I Peter 4:8  “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”  (comments – H.S.)
Think back to II Timothy, God says that He will not only give you the Spirit of power, but of love and of a sound mind.  In the NIV it says of ‘self-control.’  When God anoints you with His Holy Spirit, He will give you the Spirit of self-control.  Why would you need that?  Because when you are dealing with some of these young people, you may want to get angry because of the things that they do and say out of their mouth.  You will need self-control not to sink down to their level.  (comments – H.S.)
Fathers and those of you who have a father’s heart, are you willing to accept the challenge that God is calling you to?  Are you willing to accept His divine call?  Are you willing to live up to the high calling of the title of ‘father?’  If you are, then come up to the front and I will pray for you to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.  I will pray for you to receive this divine anointing from on high, so that God can use you to reach out to not only your children but to children without fathers.  Amen!
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