SPIRITUAL WARFARE IV

Honoring Fathers
PRAYER

Scripture:  James 1:22(read aloud together) & Malachi 1:6

This morning as we continue in our series on Spiritual Warfare, the Lord has led me to an area that is fiercely under Satanic attack.  That area is in giving fathers the honor and respect that is due to them.  I know someone is immediately thinking, ‘that’s true of honoring mothers too.’  And while I whole-heartedly agree with that, today happens to be Father’s Day; therefore we will center on fathers.  But I don’t say that father’s are often not honored and given the respect that they are due simply because it is Father’s Day, but because it is the truth!  Satan knows that God intended for fathers to be the head of the house; he knows that God intended for them to be the Priest in their homes and God intended for the fathers to be the providers in the home; so Satan is doing everything within his power to destroy that concept.
So many men, whether in or outside of marriage, have been simply relegated to sperm donors.  Sperm donors who have no say or no authority in their homes.  Matter of fact, in today’s society, that are often referred to as ‘my baby’s daddy.’  You here people saying, ‘oh, that’s just my baby’s daddy.  Or “that’s just her baby’s daddy.’  It makes my skin crawl when I hear that because in my way of thinking, that rob’s them of fatherhood and makes their contribution of bringing the child into this world as inconsequential!  In our Scripture text in Mal. 1:6  “A son/daughter honors his father, and a servant his master.  If I am a father, where is the honor due me?  If I am a master, where is the respect due me?’ says the Lord Almighty.”  I know in this text God is talking about Himself, but it is the concept that the Lord wants us to center on.  God in referring to Himself in this text as a father, and He is saying “If I am a father where is the honor and respect that is due me.”  And God is saying the same thing about human fathers today.  “If that man is a father, where is the honor and respect that is due them.”
Satan is doing his best to destroy families and one of the chief ways that he does that is by removing fathers out of the picture.  Have you every notice in the television sitcoms how the roles in the families have very subtly been reversed.  When I was a child we had shows like Father Knows Best, Ozzie and Harriet, I Love Lucy, etc. and it was always the father who was the head of the house.  He was always depicted as a loving man, but he was always the head of the house.  But as time went on, the roles reversed with shows like Everybody Loves Raymond, Roseanne, etc.  These shows always pictured the father as some type of buffoon with a wife who ridiculed, nagged and screamed at him.  In these shows the wife has become the ruler in the home, with her husband being slightly afraid of her.  And the wife would have the attitude, I’m running this show!!!  We laugh at these shows and call them entertainment, but in so many people’s home the wives have started being just like these women in the sitcoms.  (Didn’t I tell you last week that Satan is taking over the airwaves.)   These things that we watch seem so innocent, but they are cunning and deceptive.  Why?  One of Satan’s chief ways of destroy families is by having wives to show disrespect to their husbands; thereby teaching the children that they can disrespect them as well.  (comments – H.S.)
This week I struggled with what the message would be for you today because I wanted to stay in the “Spiritual Warfare Series.”  Yet, I knew that it was going to be Father’s Day.  So my dilemma was, ‘how was I going to combine the two.’  Well, Thursday night at prayer meeting, Shiray began to pray.  And she started praying for her father.  She started praising God and thanking God for how hard her father worked to take care of them.  She started praising God for how he would take them places even when he was tired and exhausted.  I won’t tell you all of her prayer, but needless to say that it was beautiful and it touched my heart.  Matter of fact, it brought tears to my eyes because it is so seldom that I hear a young person speak that way about their father.  That’s when God gave me this message.  Because of her prayer, God told me to preach on how Satan is trying to destroy our families by having people dishonor their fathers.  God says if a man is a father, “Where is the honor and respect that is due him.”
There are some people here who are bulking against this message.  I could feel it when God had me type this up.  You are thinking, ‘You don’t know what kind of father I had.  You don’t know how the father of my child acts.’  Turn to Proverbs 23:22(a)  “Listen to your father, who gave you life…”  (repeat)  I think this verse says it all.  No matter what your father has done or acted, he is still the one who gave you life.  You would not be alive, if not for your father.  Therefore, you owe him honor and respect.  (comments – H.S.)
Let me tell you the story briefly about me and my brother’s and sister’s father.  He was born in North Carolina and his mother was a share-cropper.  He had to quit school went he was in the third grade to help work on the farm to help support his mom and siblings.  Theirs was a hard and poor life.  He left home when he was about fifteen and made his way to Baltimore to find work.  He got a job as a common laborer, but he eventually became a skilled mechanic.  He would send money back home every week to help his mom.  When he was eighteen years old, he was injured on the job and was given a lump-sum settlement.  You would think that at eighteen he would have went out and bought himself a car and fancy clothes.  But instead he took that lump-sum and bought seventy-seven acres of farm land and put his mom and brothers and sisters on it and said that his mom would never have to share crop again in her life.  And she lived on that land tell the day she died and it is still in the family today.  Why did he do all of that, because he honored his mom.
He didn’t have a father in his life, matter of fact he never knew his father.  But do you know, that it my entire life I never heard my father speak a harsh word concerning who it was that fathered him.  Because he knew that without him, he would never have been born.  He honored that man through honoring his mom, because he would never allow anyone to say anything derogatory concerning her.  And it was through my father that I learned what it meant to honor my parents no matter what.  Thank you Jesus!
If you have been blessed to have a father in your life, what is some of the reasons that he deserves our honor.  Turn to Deut. 1:31  “and in the desert.  There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his son…”  (Don’t you find it amazing how God continuously compares Himself with a physical father?  Are you beginning to see now why Satan wants to destroy the concept of fatherhood?)  This says that a father ‘carries his son.”  This is not just literally speaking of physical carrying.  In this text carrying means that the father protects and provides for his child in every area of their lives.  That is why we are to honor them.  Why else should we honor our fathers?
Turn to Psalm 103:13  “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.”  We honor our father for their compassion and loving nature.  I again think back to my own father.  Daddy was a man of few words, but he spoke he spoke with wisdom.  Once I was telling him of something that I was about to do, that he didn’t consider to be a wise decision.  He said to me, ‘Ann you are putting yourself between a rock and a hard place.’  In other words he was telling me that I was choosing a hard life for myself.  He didn’t lecture me or condemn me.  He didn’t say, ‘how many times are you going to make the same mistake over and over again?’  You know what he did?  He hurt with me!  That means that he had compassion for me, he saw my pain and let me know that no matter what he would always be there for me.  And that he would always love me, despite my poor choices.  My physical father reminds me so much of my heavenly father.  (comments – H.S.)  Fathers that are here today, show your children the same compassion and love that our heavenly father has shown you!  (comments – H.S.)  What is the final point for you today?
Turn to Proverbs 3:12  “because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.”  Do you believe that there are some women who do not want the fathers to discipline their children?  No, not because they are abusers.  But because they feel that they can do a better job in handling the discipline themselves.  Notice what God says in this text.  He says that a father disciplines the child that he delights in.  In another place in Scripture it says that if a father does not discipline a child, he does not love the child!!!   Fathers, we honor you.  We honor you BECAUSE you are a disciplinarian.  You want your children to behave themselves when they are in your presence and when they are not.  You want your children to be honest and upstanding.  You want your children to respect their elders, etc.  You want your children to be all that God has designed them to be.  And to be that, they have to be disciplined while they are young!!!  We discipline them because we delight in them, because we love them.
The forces behind making a mockery of fathers and fatherhood is Satanic forces.   We are in a spiritual warfare where Satan is trying to destroy our families.  One tactic that he is using is devaluing fathers.  Taking from them the status and esteem of father – making them simply to be someone’s baby’s daddy.  The weapon that we can use in this spiritual battle is to give to them the respect and honor that they are due.  Try it, and you will be surprise to see what God will do in and through their life and yours.  Hallelujah!
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