SPIRITUL WARFARE V

        Taking Back what Satan Stole
PRAYER

Scripture:  2 Cor. 10:3-5, James 1:22 (read together aloud)

As we listen to the news and watch the things that are going on around us, it is affirmed over and over again that we are in a spiritual warfare.  We watch as same-sex marriages are being endorsed, were homosexuality is running rampant among our youth.  Many of them call themselves experimenting and then get caught up in the lie, that it is simply an alternate life-style.  Many Pastors and churches are being muzzled, whereby, if they preach the truth of God’s Word.  If they speak the truth that homosexuality is a sin, they are accused of committing a hate crime and are in danger of being arrested.  But the Bible does say that homosexuality is a sin, that it is an abomination in the sight of God.  The Bible teaches that Satan has perverted sex because when God created humankind, He created Adam and Eve not Adam and Steve.  The Bible teaches that we are to hate the sin and love the sinner.  It is up to us as parents and it is up to us a Christians to teach our young people the truth, despite what the world says.  We are in a spiritual warfare.
Perhaps the straw that broke the camel’s back occurred this week on the news.  Perhaps what is now being endorsed for our young people will be so offensive to you that we will finally rise up and text a stand.  This week on the news it was stated that in one of the upper New England states, it was voted by the school board to give out condoms when requested beginning with children in kindergarten.   And the crushing blow is that parents have no say in the matter!  I watched as I heard the School Superintendent state that children are becoming sexually active at a much earlier age.  And if the parents didn’t want their children to have condoms they should tell them not to ask for them!!!   Otherwise, the parents have no authority in the matter.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are in a spiritual warfare!  The State, the Government is slowly corroding our parental rights and we do nothing.  They have taken prayers out of school and then ask the ludicrous question, “where was God” when something disastrous happens in school.  They try to take away the right to spank your child, calling it child abuse!  Some of our children when they are 10 – 12 years old, walk around dressing, talking and active like they are 16-18 years old.   Their childhood is being stolen from them.
We are in a spiritual warfare!  It is time for us as parents and Christians to act and stop reacting.  What is the difference?  When we react it is an immediate response to a situation, without thought or recourse.  But when you ‘act’ on something, you have thought about it and have a plan of action.  We have to have a plan of action.  Through out this sermon series God has shown us various areas of attack.  He has shown us how we are in a spiritual warfare when it comes to sharing our teachings and beliefs with others.  My secretary shared with me this week how a group of Christians were arrested outside of a Muslim Mosque for handing out gospel tracts.  This didn’t happen in some third-world country.  It happened here in the United States.   We are in a spiritual warfare when it comes to the economy and financial stability.  You go to the store now and pay more but the quantity and quality is less.  (Have you noticed the cereal boxes are smaller and have less in them but cost more?)  We are in a spiritual warfare!!!
Some astute person is saying, “Pastor, I get it!  We are in a spiritual warfare.  But the question is ‘what do we do about it!’  Well, that’s what God has been trying to teach us in this series.  God has showed us many things that we can do and prayerfully you have been applying what you have learned each week.  Some of the things that God has shown us is that we need to submit to His control; He has showed us that we need to identify the enemy, and He has showed us how we can rebuke, bind and cast out demons that have been assigned to destroy us.
Remember our Scripture text in Corinthians, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds.”  God says that we are suppose to pull down and destroy the strongholds in our lives.  What is a stronghold?  The dictionary defines it as:  “An area dominated or occupied by a special group.”  So a stronghold in our lives is an area that is dominated or occupied by the enemy.  But even though the enemy may have control over that area right now, whether it’s our children, our mates, our finances, our health, etc., we will have the final victory.  How?  Because we have the stronger or more powerful weapon and His name is Jesus!!!  Doesn’t God tell us in Rom. 8:37  “…in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”  Doesn’t Scripture tells us, “Greater is He that is within me, than he that is in the world.”   Jesus is not only our Lord and our Savior, but He is also our weapon of mass destruction.  He will destroy anyone and anything that comes up against a child of God who walks in faith!!!   Jesus is our defender, but He also gives us weapons to fight with while we are still in this earth realm.
Some of us have giants in our lives.  Giants of homosexuality, giants of infidelity, giants of lack and not enough, giants of unforgiveness, health giants, etc.  But lets see the weapons that we can use against these giants.  Turn to I Samuel 17:45  “Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:  but I come to thee in the name of the  Lord of hosts, te God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.
Vs. 46  “This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from them; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

Vs. 47  “And all the assembly show know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear, for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.  Wow, wow, wow!!!

All of us know the story of David and Goliath.  Goliath is the huge giant over nine feet tall and David is the young, teen-age lad.  But Goliath had made a huge mistaken, He had ridiculed and defied David’s God, the One, True and Living God!!!  And even though the New Testament had not yet been written, David knew it his heart our base Scripture.  He knew that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to bringing down strongholds.  So David said to Goliath, “you come to me with all your armour and fancy weapons, but I know where my strength lies.  I come to you in the Name of Almighty God.”  Brothers and sisters in Christ, does that ring a bell in your spirit.  The weapon that Jesus has left for us to use is His Name.  We all know the Scripture, “at the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess…”  We know that Scripture in our head, but do we know it in our heart!  Do you know the power and the authority that is invested in that Name!  At the Name of Jesus Satan trembles!  Speak to the stronghold that is in your life and your families life, use the Name of Jesus as a weapon just like David did.  He said “I come in the Name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom that has defiled.”  He knew that God honored His Name and that God would stand behind His Name because His Name represented Him!!!
Notice what else David starts doing.  In today’s vernacular some may say that he started talking trash.  But in actuality, he started talking truth!  He tells Goliath what he was going to do to him and he was not just speaking idle words.  He believes that God is going to prove Himself through him that day.  He says, ‘when I finish with you, people will know that there is a God in Israel.  Notice, he didn’t say that people would know who he was after he defeated him.  All David was interested in was that God would get all the honor and glory and praise.  Matter of fact he even tells Goliath that the battle is the Lord’s.  Hallelujah!  Are you starting to get an idea as to HOW to fight the battle that you are in and how to fight it to win!!!
What else can we do to tear down the strongholds in our lives.  Turn to Romans 13:11-14(NIV)  “…the hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not THINK about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” 
These are such powerful verses!  God says that it is as though we have been walking around asleep, while the enemy has snuck in and is working havoc in our lives. It is as though we have been looking but not seeing as he works destruction with our children and family.  What is it that God tells us to do in order to win the spiritual battle that we are in.  First He tells us to:

· wake out of our sleep because our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  When a person is sleeping they are not involved in what is going on in the world around them.  When they are asleep their minds are disengaged.
Well, God is now saying that it is time for us to wake up and get involved.  Get involved in our children’s lives!  Get involved in making changes where there needs to be changes.  God says it is time for us to wake up and get a plan of action to take our children back from Satan’s control.  It is time for us to wake up and get a plan of action to take our marriage and our relationships back; it’s time to take our financial security back and it’s time to take our health back.  God says if we don’t wake up and do it now, soon it will be too late.  Why?  Because our salvation is closer now than when we first believed.
What does that mean.  Our salvation is in three parts; past, present and future.  We have been saved from our past sins, we are presently saved from the power of sin and we will be saved from the presence of sin (in heaven).  (comments – H.S.)  What’s the next step in living victoriously?  What else does this text say?
· Put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Which simply means we have to stop living like the people of the world.  If we are going to win in these spiritual battles, we have to make up our minds whose side we are on!!!  (comments – H.S.)
God says we are to put on the armor of light.  Now all of you know about putting on the whole armor of God in Ephesians 6:  “girding our loins with the belt of truth; putting on the breastplate of righteousness; shodding our feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace, taking up the shield of faith;  putting on the helmet of salvation; and taking up the sword of the Spirit, which is Word of God.”  We all know these Scriptures and we know we need to put on this armor in order to ‘fight the good fight of faith.’  But God gives us additional information of what we are to put on in this text.  God says that we are to:
· clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.  What does that mean.  Turn to John 13:15  “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  Clothing ourselves with Christ means to follow His example and His teaching.  (comments – H. S.)
Then God tells us in our text in Romans, ‘don’t even THINK about gratifying the desires of the flesh.”  (comments – H.S.)

God has given us the weapons that we need to be victorious in this spiritual warfare.  We have our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, who is the “author and finisher of our faith.  Because He lived, died, defeated Satan and his demons and arose victorious from the grave, He has provided everything that we need to live victoriously now and in the future with Him.  Come back next week for the final sermon in this spiritual warfare series and see what other weapons Jesus has given us to fight with!
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