NO DO-OVERS

PRAYER

There are three Scripture texts that God would have us to look at this morning.  And as we examine each of this, I need to know what you think is the central theme of each of them.  The first is Psalm 51:2  “For I acknowledge my transgressions:  and my sin is ever before me.”  In this text King David is praying and confessing to God.  He is praying and asking God to forgive him for his sin of committing adultery with Bathsheba and having her husband Uriah put to death.  His heart is breaking before God because he knows that not only has he committed sin against Bathsheba and her husband, but he has committed sin against Almighty God.  And the memory of this sin is painful; it is like it is eating him up in the inside.

The next text is Luke 22:31-34  “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not:  and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.  And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.  And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.” 
 Vs. 55-61  “And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them.  But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, this man was also with him.  And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.  And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them.  And Peter said, Man, I am not.  And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him:  for he is a Galilaean.  And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest.  And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.  And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.  And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.”
This text is pretty clear, Jesus had told Peter that before the cock crowed in the morning, that Peter would have denied even knowing Him.  He would not only deny Him once but three times.  Peter was so sure of himself that he told Jesus not only will I not deny you, but I am willing to go to prison or even die for you.  Now as he stands there in the court-yard, vehemently deny our Lord, he turns and sees Jesus being led out of the High Priest’s palace.  He looks at the face of Jesus, bruised and beaten.  Then he looks into those eyes, eyes that held no condemnation but love and forgiveness.  And Peter breaks down weeping bitterly.  Peter learned a lesson that day, the same lesson that David learned.  Have you figured it out yet?
 Matt. 27:3  “Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priest and elders.   Judas had connived with the religious leaders of the day to have Jesus arrested.  He was paid thirty pieces of silver, which was the price of a common slave.  When Judas made this deal, he had no idea that Jesus would be sentenced to death.  Bible scholars say that Judas was a Zealot, he was a revolutionary and he thought that this would provoke Jesus to sat up His earthly kingdom.  You see Jesus was always preaching peace, love and forgiveness.  Judas didn’t want that, he wanted action so he took things into his own hands.  When he realized that Jesus had been sentenced to death, he went back to the temple and tried to give the money back that they had paid him.  But to no avail.  Judas learned a lesson that David and Peter had both learned.  Have you figured it out yet?
That lesson that all three of these men learned is that in life there is ‘no do-overs.’  I am sure that David had said to himself, ‘if I could just do over my decision to come home from the battle that day, I would have remained where I was.  If I could just do over my decision to stand there gazing and lusting after another man’s wife, I would have gone back inside of the house.  If I would have just known that she would become pregnant from our illicit affair, I never would have slept with her.  If I could have done it all over again, I never would have put her husband to death.”  But he learned that in life there is ‘no do-overs.’
Peter probably thought, ‘if I could do it over again when Jesus told me that I would betray Him, I wouldn’t have shot off my big mouth.  Oh, if I could just do it over again!”  But my brothers in sisters in Christ, they learned a valuable lesson that God wants you to learn today.  God wants you to know that in life there are truly are ‘no do-overs.’  There may be someone here today that doesn’t agree with that.  You may be thinking, ‘I did something wrong, but I just did it over and made it right.’  While I agree with that statement to a point but in reality it just isn’t true.  Why?  Because the time and energy that it took to do it wrong in the first place can not be replaced.  It can not be recaptured.  No matter how much you think it has been ‘done over,’ in actuality it has not been.  Each time you repeat what you have done before, it is a separate and new experience.
Why is this so important?  Because God wants you to think about what you say and what you do because no matter how much you may want to take back your actions, you can not!  When a harsh word has been spoken, it can not be taken back.  This is true if you are rich, poor, educated or uneducated.  It is a simple fact that once you have said something hurtful and harmful, you can not take it back.  No matter how much you want to.  In life there simply is not any do-overs.  No matter how much you hated how you day went yesterday, it is impossible for you to do it over again.  Once a day is over, it is over.  It cannot be regained.  Once you have made a choice and you have acted on it, it can not be changed.  It will remain the same throughout eternity.  That is why it is so important that you think before you speak!  Think about the effect it will have on the other person.  Think about whether it will be hurtful or helpful.  Why?  Because there are no do overs.  And the hurtful and harmful words that you speak, will eventually come back to haunt you.
Think about the consequences of what you are doing.  Not only the immediate consequences but the long-term effects.  So often we make a decision to do something, thinking it won’t hurt anyone.  And years later the effects of that decision is still being felt.  I have learned, the hard-way, that there are no do-overs in life.  How many times have we heard or even said, ‘if I just could live my life over again, I would do it so differently.”  But we can’t live our life over again.  We have been given only one life.  And when we die, we can’t say to God ‘I messed up, let me do it over again.’  That’s why we had better, pray before we speak, listen before we react, and seek God’s guidance before we make a decision.  (repeat)
Realizing that there are no do-overs in life can leave the average person depressed and despondent.  For a perfect example of that let’s look back at Judas.  Matt. 27: 5 “ And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.”  Judas was so despondent because he had betrayed Jesus, he threw the money down in the temple and went out and hung himself.  When he realized that there was no ‘do-overs,’ he gave up on himself.  When he realized that there were no do-overs, he couldn’t live with himself.  I feel so sorry for Judas, because even though he walked with Jesus for over three years he didn’t learn anything.   Most of all he didn’t learn the second part of this sermon that God wants you to learn today. 
He didn’t learn that ‘even though in life there are no do-overs, in God there are new beginnings.”  Hallelujah!  Life may not offer do-overs, but God offers new beginnings.  And for that I shout hallelujah!  Judas didn’t know that he couldn’t change what he had done, but Jesus would have forgiven him and given him a new beginning.  How do I know that?

Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:17  “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:  old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  Do you see what this Scripture says?  It says if anyone is IN Christ.  If they have repented of their sin and have placed their whole trust in Christ.  If they have pledged their allegiance to the Lord.  If they have asked Jesus to come into their heart to live.  THEN that person has become a new creature from the inside all!  Scripture says ‘old things are passed away.’  All of the old decisions that you couldn’t do over.  All of the old nasty words that you couldn’t take back.  All of those hurtful and harmful things that you wish you could just make vanish.  All of the sin that you ever committed.  They have all passed away.  God has obliterated them your life.
Scripture say ‘all things become new.  God gives each believer a new beginning.  
Isa. 1:18  “…though your sins be as red as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  (COMMENTS – H.S.)
Psalm 103:12  “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  (COMMENTS – H.S.)
Hebrews  10:17  “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”  (COMMENTS – H.S.)
Yes, it is true that life offers no ‘do-overs.’  And sometimes in life you will have to suffer the consequences of your actions.  That is why I say again, we had better pray before we speak, listen before we react, and seek God’s guidance before we make a decision.  But even though we know that life offers no ‘do-overs.’  We can praise God that He offers ‘new beginnings!
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