EMPOWERING THE CHURCH

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 1:4-5, 8, 2:1-4
This morning we are going to be talking about empowering the church/believers.  Prayerfully, you remember from our last sermon how God talked to us about all of the violence that is being perpetrated by and on our young people.  I know that it must break not only my heart but your hearts as well.  I think that one of the reasons that this bothers me so much is because our churches often sit in the midst of these crime infested neighborhoods/circumstances and we are not making any impact for change.  This amazes me!  Particularly in light of the Scriptures that we just read.
Let’s back track for a moment.  Jesus has risen from the dead and He is now about to ascend back to heaven to be with the Father.  We know that if a person is getting ready to leave and they are giving instructions of what is to do in their absent, the final instructions that they give are of utmost importance.  Well, this same premise applies to Jesus.  The final thing that He says is in vs. 4 “And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father…”  Jesus is telling them that after He leaves that the Father is going to send another in His place.  Vs. 5 ..but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”  Jesus is telling them that even though He is physically leaving them – He was not going to leave them on their own.
The Father was going to send the third person of the Trinity to live within them and to give the power to do the works of Christ.  Now, this is where my dilemma comes.  Since God sent the Holy Spirit into this earth ream, why is it that so many Christians/churches are powerless. (comments – H.S.)  The answer is quite obvious, because so many Christians/churches do not seek after the ‘filling’ of the Holy Spirit.  God plainly tells us in Eph. 5:18 “…be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Why is it that so many Christians do not seek the filling or the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  Because they think the Holy Spirit is just to make you shout!  They don’t understand what the advantages are of being filled with the Holy Spirit.  So, you ask, ‘what are the advantages?’  Well, let me show you for a moment just some of the things the Holy Spirit will do for you.  Turn to:
· Mark 13:11  (Amplified)  “Now when they take you (to court) and put you under arrest, do not be anxious beforehand about what you are to say nor (even) meditate about it; but say whatever is given you in that hour and at the moment, for it is not you who will be speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”

God is telling the disciples that they will be arrested because of Jesus and taken to court.  They will have to defend their faith before governors and kings.  But Jesus tells them not to worry about what they are to say.  They are just to open their mouths and the Spirit will speak through them.  Well, the same thing applies to us.  When or if we are taken to court, unjustly, that we can rely on the same Holy Spirit to speak to us and through us.  (comments – H.S.)  The Holy Spirit will be your defense attorney, when you are filled with His presence.

· John 16:13  “But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into al Truth (the whole, full Truth).  For He will not speak His own message (On His own authority); but He will tell whatever He hears (from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him), and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come (that will happen in the future).
Another name for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.  The Holy Spirit will reveal to you what is the truth and what is a lie.  When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, He will reveal to you the truth of God’s Word.  He will be your teacher!  He will tell you the things that He hears from God the Father and will deliver to you the message that God wants you to receive.  But not only will the Holy Spirit reveal to you what is going on now, but He will reveal to you things that are going to come in the future.  Thank you Jesus!!!

· John 16:7-9  “However, I am telling you nothing but the truth when I say it is profitable (good, expedient, advantageous) for you that I go away.  Because if I do not go away, the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) will not come to you (into close fellowship with you); but if I go away, I will send Him to you (to be in close fellowship with you).

And when He comes, He will convict and convince the world and bring demonstration to it about sin and righteousness (uprightness of heart and right standing with God) and about judgment:

About sin, because they do not believe in Me (trust in, rely on, and adhere to Me).

The Holy Spirit job is to convict the world of sin.  And He wants to use you to tell the world that they can be delivered from sin and given a new life in Christ Jesus.  You can do this and be effective in your witnessing when you are filled baptized with the Holy Spirit.
· Acts 3:6-7  “But Peter said, Silver and gold (money) I do not have; but what I do have, that I give you:  in (the use of) the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk!  Then he took hold of the man’s right hand with a firm grip and raised him up.  And at one his feet and ankle bones became strong and steady.

           Acts 4:8-9  Then Peter, (because he was filed with (and controlled by) the   Holy Spirit, said to them, Rulers of the people and members of the council (the Sanhedrin), If we are being put on trial (here) today and examined concerning a good deed done to benefit a feeble (helpless) cripple, by what means this man has been restored to heath…”
How did Peter heal this cripple, through the infilling of the Holy Spirit and through the power invested in Jesus’ Name!  (comments – H.S.)
· Acts 16:6  “And Paul and Silas passed through the territory of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Word in (the province of) Asia.
When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, He will direct you where to go and where not to go.  (comments – H.S.)  The Holy Spirit will direct you where to go to school, where to work, job career, selecting a mate.  The Holy Spirit will direct you in every area of your life.

These are just a few of the things that the Holy Spirit will do in and through you when you have been filled by Him.  God tells us in His Word that He wants His very own Spirit to dwell within the heart and life of every believer.  No greater power can ever be possessed by anyone.  This is clearly seen in Scripture.  Once the early disciples experienced the coming of God’s Spirit into their lives, they never again asked about earthly power.  Nothing else can satisfy—not position or authority, recognition or fame—not if the person has truly received the Spirit of God into his/her heart and life.
The point is this:  we, as believers, have been given a task by God, a mission to carry out on earth.  The believer, in our own strength, does not have the power to carry out the task.  The power of God Himself, the Holy Spirit, is needed.  Therefore, Christ promises, “Ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon you.”  Both the Spirit of God and His power are promises.  But, remember, the Holy Spirit comes upon believers as an equipping power.  Equipping us to make a change in this world.  We are the ones who have the only solution to the problem of sin, death, hell and the grave.  We are the ones who can take to the world the glorious news that they can receive eternal life through a believing faith in Jesus Christ.  And that they can have ‘life and have it more abundantly.”  We have the answer to what the world needs.  But we can only be successful in this AFTER we have received the Holy Spirit.  Please start praying and seeking after the filing/baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Not for what the Holy Spirit can do FOR you, but what the Holy Spirit can do THROUGH you!  Come back next week and we will begin to talk about HOW you can receive the baptism of the Hoy Spirit.
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