SPIRITUAL WARFARE II

PRAYER

Scripture:  II Cor. 10:4, James 1:22  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
God has started us on a series of sermons on spiritual warfare.  All of us would agree that we see a war going on between the forces of evil and the forces of God.  I don’t think that anyone in here would disagree with that.  Because I would dare to say that some of us here are in your own spiritual battles.  Remember in our first sermon how we talked about the power of the tongue.  We looked at this in particular when it applied to relationships.  We looked at how people can destroy one another through the negative things that they say out of their mouths.  We had just gotten to the place in Scripture that provided the remedies on how to bring healing to these relationships. But had to stop because of time.
This morning God wants to pick-up where He left off and He is going to provide us with some additional insight.  And in order to do that He is going to show us a great saint of the church who was also involved in spiritual warfare.  God will show us what his problem was and then you can see if you can identify with him.  Turn to  Rom. 7:19  “For the good that I would I do not:  but the evil which I would not, that I do…vs. 23 But I see another law in my members, WARRING against the law of my mind…”
Can you identify with Paul?  Think of the many times you said you weren’t going to do a particular thing and before you knew how it happened, you were doing it.  How many times have you said, ‘I’m going to be a better husband, wife, child, etc. and nothing ever changes.  The good that you want to do, you don’t and the bad/evil that you don’t want to do, you do.  Why?  God gives us the answer.  He says that there is a war going on between your natural mind and your spiritual mind.  The reason that we have so many problems in our personal life, the reason that we have so many problems with our tongue, the reasons that we are so dissatisfied with ourselves and with our lives, is because there is a spiritual battle going on inside of us.  There is a war going on between our two minds.  You say, “Pastor, I have enough problems keeping my one mind sane, now you say that I have two!”  
Let me show you what I mean when God says you have two minds.  Turn to James 1:8  “A doubleminded man is unstable in all his ways.” (KJV)  II Cor. 10:21  “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils:  ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils.”
(NIV)  “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons.”
Are you beginning to understand what Scripture means about us have two minds?  It means that we are double minded or in other words you are not sure WHAT you want to do!  (comments on both Scriptures – H.S.)  You have got to decide WHOSE side you are on.  Who it is that you are going to follow, God or the devil!
My brothers and sisters in Christ, friends and neighbors, you have got to have a made-up mind.  (I’m not talking about being stubborn, because God says that’s the same as witchcraft.)  You are not to be wishy-washy.  No matter what it is, in the natural or in the spiritual realm, your mind has got to be made up.  You can’t walk around second guessing yourself.  It is a dangerous thing to always be second guessing yourself.  If you have married that man/woman don’t always be walking around trying to figure out if he/she is the one for you.  You will not only make yourself miserable, but the other person miserable as well.  (comments –H.S.)

Now, I know that some of you have made some hard choices.  Some of you have put the cart before the horse.  You and your partner became lovers BEFORE you became friends and now you can’t stand one another!  You have had the child BEFORE getting married and now you are wondering how you could be so stupid.  Some have had the sex BEFORE using protection and have wound up with a STD.  Some have cheated BEFORE they thought about the consequences and now they’re between a rock and a hard place.  So the question is “where do you go from here?”
The first thing that you need to do is to remember that we are in a spiritual warfare.  So you have to stop allowing Satan to beat you up for what you have done in the past.  Repent of your sin and ask Jesus to forgive you and then learn from your mistakes.  (comments – no condemnation in Jesus – H.S.)  God forgiveness is limitless when repentance is involved and His love for you has no boundaries.
Where else do we go from here.  Let’s go back to our base text in James 4:7  “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 
God gives us explicit instructions on what we need to do to turn our warfare into victory.  We already saw last week where we are to humble ourselves before God.  Now God gives us additional step by step instructions.

· Submit to God.   Submission is  distasteful word to so many people.  God tells us in Eph. 5:21 “Submitting yourselves one to another in fear of the Lord.”  People don’t like to hear this, whether it is wives submitting to husbands, husbands submitting to wives, children submitting to parents or our submitting to God.  People don’t like to submit.  But submission is now a bad thing as long as you know the one that you are submitting to.  (comments – H.S.)  Yes, you may have made a lot of mistakes in your life.  But now you need to make the decision to live for the Lord that you profess to serve.  You must determine to submit your will to His control.  Submit your will and your way.  Submit to His Lordship, allow Him to have the last say.  Don’t allow your sins and mistakes in the past to hinder you any longer.  Go to the word, find out what God’s answer is in your situation and then DO IT!
· Resist the devil. Realize that Satan is going to continue to attack you.  But let’s see what God tells us to do.  Turn to I Cor. 15:58 (KJV)  “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
(NIV)  “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  (comments – H.S.)
Notice Scripture says that if we resist the devil, he will flee from us.  People are always talking about the resisted the devil and nothing happen.  But they didn’t do the first part first, submitting to God.  When you submit to God, then you have the power to resist the devil.  And he will flee from you because the power of God will be manifested in your life.  (comments – H.S.)
· Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.   (Notice God talks about being doubled-minded again.)  Instead of walking around whining and complaining that you have not gotten everything you wanted, instead of walking around bemoaning your fate in life; God says you should be grieving and mourning over your sin and part in the situation.  (comments – H.S.)

Then God goes back to the very point that He started this section off with.  “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”   There are wars and rumors of wars throughout the world.  But this morning God is talking about the wars that are going on in our families, between our children, between husbands and wives, between friends and neighbors.  He has shown us the selfish spirit that causes these wars.  And He has given us the remedy to revolutionize these situations.  I ask you to take the notes home that you have written.  Read them for the next seven days, pray them back to the Father and put them into practice.  Remembering that God started this off with our being doers of the word and not hears only.
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