HOLINESS OF GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Isaiah 6:1-8

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up.”  “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord…”.  The prophet Isaiah is getting ready to relate something very important to the people of his day.  But the question that can be asked is ‘why did he start his commentary off in that manner?’  Why say, ‘in the year that King Uzziah died?  Why not just say ‘One day, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne…’  Why preface that statement with ‘in the year that King Uzziah died.’

Some say because that was a very special event at that time.  Uzziah had been king of Judah for many years.  Overall, he could have been considered a good king because Judah prospered under his reign.  But ultimately he had been a failure because during his reign many people had turned away from believing in the One, True and Living God.  Matter of fact God had struck Uzziah with leprosy because he had tried to take over the high priest’s duties.  And he had remained leprous until the day that he died.  So, again, I ask the question - ‘why was the year that King Uzziah died so important to Isaiah.

Some people say that the reason was that up until the time that Uzziah died - the people of Judah attention had been focused on their earthly king rather than their Heavenly King.

So if we used that premise - I will ask you the question “what/who is it that is hindering you from seeing God.’  What/who is it that is keeping you from seeing God as He truly is?  So many of us have this ‘limited’ view of God.  The God that we see is small!  So many people don’t think God is BIG enough to handle their problems.  A lot of people see God as being ‘powerless’.  They don’t think He has the power to change their situation.’  A lot of people see God as being indifferent!  They don’t think that God cares about what is going on in their life!!!  So many people see God as being accepting of any kind of life that we choose to live.  They don’t see the necessity of living a holy life?’  And the list can go on and on.

Many people have a misconception of God - because their view of God is being blocked by something they want to do or someone who has taken the place of God in their lives.  Isaiah said - “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple!”  Wow!  What a majestic view of our God.  (comments - H.S.)  It is important to notice that when Isaiah saw the Lord - He was sitting on His throne, symbolizing His Kingship.  Before all Isaiah could see was Uzziah, an earthly king, sitting on his throne.  But God is trying to get him and he is trying to get us to realize that our eyes should not be focused on an earthly leader - but our eyes should be focused on our heavenly leader.  God is trying to get us to see that the only one who should be sitting on the throne of our hearts is the One who is the King of kings and Lord of lords!  Thank you Jesus!!!

Now I want you to remember that this vision that God is giving Isaiah takes place inside of the temple.  It takes place within the house of God.  And notice what else Isaiah sees.  Scripture says that “Above it (the throne) stood seraphim; (we don’t know how many) each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one cried to another and said:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!”  Now let me stop here for a moment.  A seraphim is a type of angel - and their name is derived from the word for burn.  What is it that we can learn from this text and these angelic beings?  The first thing that we can learn from this is that God wants us to ‘burn’ for Him.  He wants you to have a fervent love for Him!  He wants you to have a fire, a zeal for Him.  God wants you to be like Jeremiah when he say that God’s Word was like a ‘fire shut up in his bones!!!”  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!

Notice what these seraphim’s did.  Remember they had six wings, two of course were to fly with but the other four had a special purpose.  With two of them they covered their face, and with two they covered their feet.  When I read that I said, “Lord what does that mean?”  And God put my Holy Ghost filled imagination to work.  What this spoke to my spirit was that since they covered their face it meant that in order to ‘burn’ for the Lord you had to be careful of what you put on the INSIDE of you.  What you looked at with your eyes and what you put in your noses or what you placed inside of your mouth and what you speak out of your mouth.  Amen!  (comments - H.S.)

When Scripture says that with two wings they covered their feet - it made me think that in order to ‘burn’ for the Lord - you got watch were you walk.  (comments - H.S.)  And notice why it is that we are to watch out for these things - notice what they angels are crying out to one another - “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.’  We are to watch what we see, taste, smell, where we walk because since the God we serve is holy - we, too, are to live holy lives.  I Peter 1:15 “…be ye holy as I am holy…”  Amen and Amen!!!

Then notice what happens within the temple - Scripture says “And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.”  As they were crying out praise and worship to our God - the Holy Ghost filled the temple.  The Shekinah glory of God was there!  (comments - H.S.)  Now watch what happens to Isaiah when He saw all of this.  “Woe is me, for I am undone!  Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”  Seeing the LORD and listening to the praise of the angels, Isaiah realized that he was unclean, he realized his sinfulness; and he realized that he lived in the midst of a sinful people.  He realized that within himself, there was no hope of his measuring up to God’s standard!  That’s why he said he was undone, in the NIV it says he was ruined.  (comments - H.S.)

My brothers and sisters in Christ that’s what SEEING God in ALL of His majesty and holiness will do for you.  It will reveal to you your sinfulness, it will reveal to you your inadequacy.  It will reveal to you that in yourself - there is no way that you can approach an all holy God.  And that’s why we can praise God for our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!  Because He can and will do for us - what is IMPOSSIBLE for us to do for ourselves.  He can clean us up, He can take all of our sin away and He and He alone can make us acceptable to God.  So that we can do what God tells us in Heb. 4:16 “Let us therefore come BOLDLY to the throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”   (comments - H.S.)

When Isaiah realized his sinfulness - notice what God does  “Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth with it, and said:  “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.”  Isaiah’s lips were touched with a live, burning coal.  This painful cleansing process was necessary before he could fulfill the task to which God was calling him.  It was not the coal that cleansed him, it was the power of God.  But the live, burning coal was still symbolic of something.  And - to me - the ‘live coal’ symbolizes God burning all of the sin and impurities out of Isaiah’s life.

This is what God wants us to realize this morning.  He wants us to know that this is why He sent Jesus into this world.  Because when we repent of our sin and ask Jesus to come into our lives - then the Holy Spirit will burn out all of the impurities of our lives.  He will give us a brand new life - where ‘old things are passed away and all things become knew.” (II Cor.. 5:17)  He will give us a brand new life where “Sin will no longer have dominion over us because we are not under the law but under grace.”  (Rom. 6:14).  Jesus will give us a brand new life whereby we are “…delivered from the power of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”  (Col. 1:13)  Thank you Jesus!

When Isaiah saw his sinfulness and when he realized God’s delivering and cleansing power in his life - his life was forever changed.  Because in our text after the Lord had applied the live coal to Isaiah’s lips - he told him that his sins were purged.  Then Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”  When Isaiah heard the call of the Lord, he felt such gratitude in his heart, he felt such a burden for the Lord as to how he could repay God for everything that he had done for Him; that he replied “Here am I!  Send me.”
My brothers and sisters in Christ, is this also your response to ALL that God has done for you through His Son Jesus the Christ.  Do you also realize that you owe God a debt.  You say what debt do I owe the Lord?  Turn to Rom. 8:12-13  “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors (NIV - we have an obligation) - not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.  For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.   (comments - H.S.)  Put to death the deeds of the body means to regard as dead the power of sin in your body.  We are to see ourselves alive - not to sin - but to God.  We owe a debt to live a life of holiness.  And once we have seen God, as Isaiah did, in all of His majesty and holiness; we will realize that God will accept nothing less.  Amen!!
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