A VIRTUOUS MAN

PRAYER

Scripture:  Job 31

The title to our sermon this morning is “A Virtuous Man.”  Some of you have heard of the chapter in Proverbs that describes a virtuous woman.  And you know how Scripture tells us that her ‘worth is more valuable than gold or fine jewels.’  But I am sure that most of you do not know that God also gives us a chapter that describes the ‘virtuous man.’  For those of you who may not know - the word virtuous means of ‘noble character’ or an ‘honorable man.’  And since today is Father’s Day - we are going to do a sermon that depict the ‘virtuous man.’

We are going to do a sermon that plainly describes what God is calling our men to be.  We are going to do a sermon that will lay the groundwork for becoming the Godly men that our heavenly Father expects you to be.  And you ladies who are here and you are contemplating marriage - or you are dating someone, you need to try and ensure that the man you are dating fits these criteria’s before you  ‘hook’ your star to them!

So turn to Job 1:1-3  “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job.  This man was blameless and upright, he FEARED God and SHUNNED evil.  He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants.  He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.”
Notice the first things that God said about this man, about this father - he was “blameless, upright, feared (reverenced) God and shunned (turned away from) evil.”  (comments - H.S.)  But not only was Job all of this - he was a very wealthy man.  The question can be asked - ‘how was it that Job was so blessed?’  Well the answer is because he was a virtuous man.  You say ‘what made him so virtuous?’  Turn to Job 31 - which we are going to look at in depth for the answer to that question.  1-4 (NIV)  “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.  For what is man’s lot from God above, his heritage from the Almighty on high?”  Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those who do wrong?  Does he not see my ways and count my every step?”
Notice what the first thing was that Job decided he had to do once he became a husband and a father.  He says that he made a covenant with his eyes that he would not look with ‘lust’ upon another woman.  He had made a covenant within his heart that he would not even take the first step that leads to committing an adulterous act.

· He says vs. 5-10  “If I have walked in falsehood or my foot has hurried after deceit (lying to my wife and family) if my heart has been led by my eyes (wow - comments - H.S.)  or if my hands have been defiled (by touching someone or something that doesn’t belong to me) then may others eat what I have sown, and may my crops be uprooted.  (This man is serious about his commitment to God and to his family.)  If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or I have lurked at my neighbor’s door (waiting for the husband to leave so that he could sneak in the back door) then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and may other men sleep with her!!!  This man is totally sold out to God and to his family.

The question can be asked as to why he starts off this soliloquy by expounding on sexual commitment.  Because he knew that there is nothing that can destroy a marriage, there is nothing that can eventually destroy our children’s lives faster than living a life before them of sexual promiscuity.  (comments - H.S.)  Notice another reason that he covenants not to do this - because he says in vs. 4  “…God sees all his ways and counts his every step.”  (comments - H.S.)

This is a Godly man, a man who puts God before his own fleshy desires.  Woman - that’s the kind of man that you want to marry and to be a father to your children.  And men this is the kind of man that God is calling you to be!

Notice what else this virtuous man determined that he will not do as a Godly man and Godly Father.

· vs. 13-  If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants when they had a grievance against me.  What will I answer when called to account?  Did not he who made me in the womb make them?  Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?’  He is saying that not only will he extol justice to his immediate family but he will extol justice to those who work for him.

You know sometimes we act one way with our family - but we treat other people entirely different.  Notice he says that he will extend justice WHEN someone has a grievance against him.  He knows that as a leader in his home and in his business that everyone is not always going to agree with him.  And when that happens he is not going to get an attitude and say “how dare they question my authority, I’m the boss around here.  If they don’t like what I’m doing - let them take the next train smoking.”  He remembers that there comes great responsibility with being in a leadership position.  But he knows something even more than that!

He tells us why in vs. 15 “Did not he who made me in the womb make them?  Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?”  He knows that deep down inside he is just the same as they - and what he has accomplished has simply been by the grace of God.  He doesn’t ‘lord it’ over them that he is the boss.  (comments - H.S.)

· Notice the points in vs. 18-23  “If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary…if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless…if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or a needy man without a garment…”.  Not only does God expect a true man of God to be concerned about his immediate family but he is to be concerned about others as well.  God is describing a man who does not have a selfish spirit.

You cannot say that you are truly concerned about your family if you are not concerned about others as well.  Because whether you know it or not - we all have an influence on one another, especially our children!  Think about it, you try and raise your children right.  Then they go to school and get hooked up with children who didn’t have the same home training.  And before you know it your child is hooked up in the same mess that they are in.  Well, have you ever thought that if perhaps you would have tried to help these other people’s children as well - it could have helped keep you child straight!

I don’t remember what political arena coined an old African phrase and made it popular today, “it takes a village to raise a child.”  But we all know that it’s the truth!  That’s what Job is talking about - being willing to reach out a help hand to others.  Because when you reach out your hand to lift someone else up - then you will be lifted up as well!  Men, God wants you to have a father’s heart - just like He does!  Because remember Scripture teaches us that God not only blessings His own children - but others as well.  Remember that Scripture that says - “God makes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust as well.”

Notice vs 21 - which makes this text - ‘up close and personal.’ - “If I have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court…”.  What is this text saying?  It is saying that Job was a man of power and influence - he had a personal connection with the court system.  Perhaps he knew the judge.  And he is saying that in his travels he knew a young man who had gotten into trouble with the law.  This young man was fatherless; he didn’t have a father who lived with him, to teach and to train him in the way to go.  Job is saying that it is his duty to be there for that young man - to pull as many strings to help that young man as if he would if it was his own child in court!  He says that if he did not raise up his hand to help that child - (notice verse 22)  “then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint.  (comments - H.S.)

Father’s - God is telling you that in order to be called a Godly man you can’t just be concerned about ‘you and yours - us four and no more.’  But you need to be concerned about those young men you see hanging out on the corners.  You need to be concerned about those young men who are walking around with their pants hanging off of their behinds!  You need to be concerned with young girls who are trying to be women before their time.  You need to be there to teach our young women how a man is supposed to treat them.

Sisters, if you find a man who is concerned about other people’s children - latch on to him because you know he will be concerned about yours as well.  If you find a man who heart is touched by other peoples problems - then you know that he will be there for you when your heart is hurting as well!  Thank you Jesus.

Now let’s review!  First Job is talking about how to be a Godly man in relationship to his wife and children, then he talking about be a Godly man in relationship to his neighbors and friends.  Now he is getting ready to switch up on us again.

· vs. 24 - 28  “If I have put my trust in gold, or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security, if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving in splendor, so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered them a kiss  of homage…”  What is the first thing that Job is saying here?  He is saying that he will not allow money, wealth, the sun, moon or stars to take the place of God in his heart.  He says that he does not trust in his wealth, but he trust in the One who gave him his wealth.

So many times our men are so busy trying to make money that they neglect their families, their homes and themselves.  Making money is first and foremost in their lives!  Someone is saying - ‘wait a minute Pastor, we all need money to live.’  And while I understand what you are saying - but the One who controls whether you live or die is Almighty God Himself!

Worshipping and serving God should be your number one priority in your life.  And then He will make sure that you have all your need and your hearts desire.  Women, don’t hook yourself up with a man who squeezes a nickel so tight that the buffalo gasps in pain!!!  Because you and your children will never be first with them - making money will be!  Men - God wants to be Number One in your life.  You have tried everything else - why not give Him a try.  Because remember God tells us in the book of Matthew.  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these THINGS shall be added unto you.!
Every one is always talking about what it means to be a father, especially on Father’s Day.  Every one is always talking about the men need to ‘step-up to the plate and be men.’  Well, God has given you a very plain description of what it means to be a father and what it means to be a man.  Read the rest of this chapter when you go home - the remaining of it applies to the parts that we have already studied and learned - how to be a man at home, how to be a man in your neighborhood, and how to be a man for God!!!
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