VALLEY OF DRY BONES

PRAYER

Scripture:  Ezekiel 37:1-14

Today in the Christian church is Pentecost Sunday.  Pentecost is the day that the Holy Spirit came into the earth realm to indwell within the hearts of believers in Christ.  Normally on Pentecost Sunday we go into the book of Acts and see how the Holy Spirit came in cloven tongues of fire.  We normally talk about how the Holy Spirit filled each and every believer there and they spoke with new tongues.  But this morning, we are going to look at the moving of the Holy Spirit in an entirely different way.  This morning we are going to look at the movement of the Holy Spirit through the prophet Ezekiel.

In our Scripture text God is giving Ezekiel a vision.  (Remember the sermons we previously did on God giving you a vision?)  In this particular vision God places Ezekiel in a valley.  This was not just an ordinary valley because Scripture tells us that it was filled with dry bones.  Now I need to stop right here to make my first point.  There may be some of you this morning that are also in a valley.  Normally when I think of a valley, I think of a plush green place nestled in the midst of a mountain.  I see tall green trees on both sides of the valley, with a gentle and gurgling stream flowing through the midst.  I see little deer’s frolicking in the grass, playing with one another.  I see myself lying there near the brook - looking up at God’s beautiful sky.  The valley that I see is a pleasant place.  Kind -of - sorta like David said in the 23rd Psalm - “He makes me lie die in green pastures…”

But this is not the sort of valley that God has placed Ezekiel in, because Ezekiel’s valley was full of dry bones.  And we all know that dry bones are a symbol of death!  But what I need for you to remember right now is that God PLACED Ezekiel there.  He placed him in the midst of a valley of dry bones.  He placed him in the midst of a valley that no matter which way he turned all he saw was death.  And again, I need to remind you that God had PLACED HIM THERE!!!  So the first point that I have for you today is that many people today feel as though they are in a valley.  No, not the pleasant valley that I visualize in my mind!  But some people you feel as though they are in a valley like the one that Ezekiel is in.  A place of dry bones - where they feel like the situation that they are in is so barren that their hope is all dry and shrivel up.  A place where they feel like ALL hope is gone.  Whether it is a situation with their spouse, their mate, their job, their children, their health, etc., they feel like they are in a dry and barren place.  If this sounds like you, my question for you this morning is - how do you know that just like God did with Ezekiel - that God has not placed you in that place for a reason.

Often times when we are in difficult places in our lives all we do is complain.  Rather than complaining - what about going to God in prayer and asking Him what it is that He wants you to learn or what it is that He wants you to do!  God never does anything without a purpose - our job is to learn what His purpose is!!!  Notice the first question that God asks Ezekiel.  He says to him in vs 3  “Son of man, can these bones live?”  Now try and imagine that you are Ezekiel and you look around at all these dry bones.  Perhaps you walk over and pick up a hipbone or a tibia.  You look at it and it is all dried out.  You would probably say to the Lord, that’s kind of a ridiculous question because there is just no life left in these dry bones.  The situation looks hopeless.  These bones are dead and the best advice that I can give to you is to bury them!  That’s probably what we would say!

But notice what Ezekiel’s says - he says “”O Lord God, thou knowest.”  So what is going on here?  When God asked Ezekiel if those bones could live - he was testing his faith level.  (comments - H.S.)  And Ezekiel was honest enough in his answer to say - that he just didn’t know.  (comments - H.S.)  Now let’s bring this into our situations.  Maybe you are in a dry valley - your situation looks as if there is no promise of restoring life to it.  And God looks at you and says - “JoeAnn, can the situation that you find yourself in live?  Is there any life left in whatever your are going through?  Is there any hope that things can change?  And this is where we in turn must be honest with the Lord and not fake that we have ‘mountain moving’ faith.  This is where we must be honest with the Lord and say that we just don’t know anymore.  (comments - H.S. Use to believe that things could change, but now we just don’t know.)  God is not going to be angry or upset with you because you tell Him the truth!  Notice in the text that He didn’t get angry with Ezekiel and He won’t get angry with you either!  What does God tell Ezekiel to do?  He tells him to ‘preach’ to those dry bones!  (Just as a little side note - sometimes preachers feel as though they are preaching to a bunch of dry bones.  Sometimes we will use this Scripture to try and show that our church is dead and lifeless.  But God has not led me in that direction today.)

God wants us to take this text and apply it to our personal lives and not to the life of the church per se!  So you say well, Pastor, what are you saying?  Are you saying that I am to preach to my partner because my marriage is not working?  Are you saying that I am supposed to preach to my wayward child?  Are you saying that I am supposed to preach to my boss because of my job situation?  Are you saying that I am supposed to preach to my failing health.  Those are the things that are in my valley - so what are you saying?  In order to answer that question turn to Psalm 119:71  “It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.  What you are going through now - the trial you are going through is not only a ‘good thing’ but also it is a ‘God thing.’

There are some things that God wants you to learn.  So, while you are in your valley you need to listen for the voice of God to give you instructions on what you are suppose to do - just like Ezekiel did! Someone may be saying, but Pastor, how do I hear the voice of God when He speaks to me?  Well, I have told you this before but since you asked the question, I will tell you again.

· Submit to Jesus’ Lordship in your life.  Ask Him to help you silence your own thoughts and desires and the opinions of others that may be filling your mind.  2 Cor. 10:5  “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  Even though you have been given a good mind to use, right now you want to hear the thoughts of the Lord, who has the best mind.  Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path.”

· Resist the devil.  Use the authority that Jesus has given you to silence the voice of the enemy.  James 4:7-10  “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up.  (comments - H.S.)

· Expect your loving heavenly Father to speak to you.  After asking your question, wait 

for Him to answer.  Listen with a yielded heart; there is a direct link between yieldedness and hearing.  He may choose to speak to you through His Word.  This could be in your daily Bible reading, or He may guide you to a particular verse.  He may speak to you through an audible voice as He did with Ezekiel, or He may use dreams or visions.  All of these things are Biblical.  But probably the most common way that He will speak through you is through the quiet inner voice.  Isaiah 30:21  “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”  Hallelujah!  Thank you Jesus!  (comments - H.S.)

And then when you hear the voice of God - you are to obey what He says, just like Ezekiel.  When God told Him to preach to those dry bones - that is exactly what he did!  Notice the message that God told him to preach in vs. 6 “…I will put breath in you, and you will come to life.  Then you will know that I am the Lord.”  God tells him to tell these dry bones that He will put ‘breath’ in them.  God is going to breathe life into the midst of them.  God wants you to know this morning that we can have the same assurance.  If we pray to Him and seek His face, He will breathe His Holy Spirit into our midst and bring life back into our dying situations.  God said to let you know this morning that there is a “Fresh Wind” blowing today.  And it is not an ordinary wind - but it is the breath of God it is the power of the Holy Spirit moving.  And all we have to do is to line ourselves up in His direction and He will blow on us - changing whatever it is in our lives that needs to be changed!

You say Pastor - how can I know this is true!  I want you to notice the name that God calls Ezekiel as this text starts off - He says him “Son of Man”!  Does that title spark anything in your spirit.  The title of “Son of Man” is the same name that Jesus went by.  Just to give you an idea of what I am talking about Turn to John 13:31 “When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him.”  All throughout the New Testament - God referred to Jesus as the Son of Man.  He used this Old Testament title to reveal to us just who Jesus was!  God called Ezekiel the Son of Man and told him to preach to a bunch of dry bones.

Ezekiel was a TYPE of Christ.  And God used this title with Jesus to show that if Ezekiel could preach to a bunch of dry bones and life would be restored to them.  Then Jesus could preach to a world that was dying and preach life back into them.  It was the same Holy Spirit that breathed life back into those dry bones and it is the same Holy Spirit that will breath life back into us and into our dying circumstances.  Hallelujah!  But I want you to notice how it was that these bones came to life.

Vs. 7-10  “So I prophesied as I was commanded.  And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.  I looked and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it.  “This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.  So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.”  (comments - H.S.)

Notice how the situation changes step by step, moment by moment.  The foot bone connected to the anklebone, the anklebone connected to the leg bone, the leg bone connected to the thighbone, etc.  Bit by bit and moment by moment the situation changed.  The change did take place in one swell swoop - it was bit by bit.  God is telling you this morning, He is telling me this morning that as we line up with Him and listen to His instructions.  As we are obedient and do what He tells us to do.  As we line ourselves up in the direction of the Holy Spirit and allowed Him to move in our situation - that a change is gonna come!  We can move out of our valley of dry bones and become the strong, efficient people that He has called us to be!  Amen
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