THE LADDER TO SUCCESS

PRAYER
This morning we have come to honor two of our high school graduates who are now college-bound.  We honor them because we are proud of them and we honor them because we love and are concerned about them.  So the sermon this morning will be presented with them in mind, but it can also apply to each of us if we grasp hold to it.  The title of today’s sermon is “The Ladder to Success.”  Everyone wants to be successful.  There is no one that I know, whose dream in life was to be a failure.  As our young ladies prepare to go off to college, there are some things that their parents and their church family wants to instill in them.  There are some things that we need for you to be aware of.  And the first thing that you need to do as you approach the ladder to success can be found in Matt. 7:15  “Watch out for false prophets.”  They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  Matt. 10:16  “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”  God is saying that He is sending you out in the midst of a wicked and corrupt world.
Throughout you early life you have been protected and sheltered by your parents and home.  And even though you may think that you know what is going on in this world, you really don’t.  And now it is time for you to try your wings and fly.  Now is the time for the process of your leaving the nest.  Oh, yes, you still may be living at home, you still may be depending on your parents for finances, but the process of you going out on your own has begun.  God said to tell you that you are going out as sheep in the midst of wolves.  You are going to come into contact with all types of wolves.  You are going to meet some guys (and unfortunately in the world that we live in today, some girls) who see you simply as some tender-roni, who are just ‘licking their chops’ wanting to see how ‘tasty’ you are.  You are going to have some college professors who look and act like they have your best interests at heart, but their goal is to destroy your faith.  They will tell you that Christianity is just an opium for the ill-informed and uneducated.  They will teach you that there are no moral absolutes.  They will twist the truth one way and another, till you are not sure what is right and what is wrong.  You will meet people who want to introduce you to all types of alternative drugs and they will tell you, ‘you’re grown now, you can do what you want.’  
But remember that God says that even though He is sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, you are to be “as wise as serpents, BUT as innocent as doves.”  Being wise as serpents means that you recognize the ‘hype’ of the enemy but you don’t buy into their propaganda.  Being wise as a serpent means that you put the answers that they want on your test papers, but you let them know what you REALLY believe.  Be wise as serpents and as harmless, innocent as doves.
Going off to college or continuing your education is the first rung on this ladder of success.  But there is something very important that you must do to make your climb steady and succinct.  Turn to Phil. 4:14  “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  What does God want us to see in this verse?  Keep your eye on the prize!!!  In order to be successful in anything, whether at home, school, church, etc., you have got to remain focused.  So many people have started off on the right path, but they got detoured along the way!  They got distracted by other people and other things in the world.  The first prize (so to speak) to keep your eye on is your prize of eternal life in Christ Jesus.  Everything else in life has got to be secondary.
The other prize that you are to focus on is the career choice that God is directing you to.  You may not at this moment be absolutely sure of what that is, but you are now laying the foundation by getting your education!  Keep your eye on the prize, don’t let the world distract you from you God-given path.  What is the next step in climbing the ladder to success.  2 Tim. 2:15  This is best read from the KJV, the NIV just doesn’t do it justice.  “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.    The key word in this text is “study.”
Notice it doesn’t say, “party, to show thyself approved.”  It doesn’t say, “sleep, to show thyself approved.”  It says “study.”  God is speaking here of studying the Word.  He is saying that we are to be able to ‘rightly divide the Word of truth.”  That means we are to study the Word so that we can intelligently interpret the truths that we find there.  So when you go off to college, you can’t neglect the Word of God.  God says in Proverbs 1:7  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”  (comments – H.S.)  You are continuing your education to receive additional knowledge, so that you can make a better life for yourself.  But don’t forget Gods says, “the fear of the Lord is the BEGINNING of knowledge.”  You are to continue reading and studying the Word as well as reading and studying your college textbooks.  Don’t think that God is magically going to drop the answers to your test papers in your head.  You have to study, praying and asking God for understanding, and then study some more.  THEN you will be approved by God and by man!
When you are trying to climb the ladder of success one of those ‘wolves in sheep’s clothing’ that God told us about is going to approach you.  How?  Turn to 
Zech. 4:10 (a)  “Who despises the day of small things?...”  I like to say it as “who despises the day of small beginnings.”  Satan will come and tell you that you don’t have to work hard and go to school!  He’ll say that the ‘chumps’ way of doing things.  He will then tell you about some ‘get rich quick schemes.’  But God says ‘don’t despise the small things or the small beginnings.’  Oh, yes, at the beginning you may not feel like you are getting anywhere.  Oh, yes, you may get a job and have to start in the mailroom, rather than being the CEO.  But God says, don’t get discourage.  Everything big had to start off small.  Whether it is a tiny seed planted in the ground, or the seed placed inside of a mother’s womb, or the beginning of a business that started in a one story flat.  Everything had to start off small in order to grow.  Remember that (comments – H.S.) and don’t despise the day of small things!!!

God has special plans for these two beautiful young ladies.  But there are two warnings that He would have me to give to you and to others who are here as well.  Turn to Deut. 8:10-14  “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.
Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”
Success and prosperity belongs to you because you are a child of God.  But when you are blessed, don’t do what so many people do.  And that is to forget God.  (comment on each step.)

The second warning that God has for you can be found in Jer. 9:23-24  “This is what the Lord says:  ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast about this:   that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the Lord.”  (comments – H.S.)
When you have acquired riches and fame and you look back on all of your accomplishments, remember who it was that did all of this for you.  And then boast in God.  PTL
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