SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  II Peter 3:1-4, 8-12

Last week God gave us a sermon on the purpose of life; on the reason why we are born and placed here on this earth.  The reason that God gave to us was that the purpose of our life is to ‘glorify God.’  This morning, God wants us to realize that our purpose of  ‘glorifying’ Him, is not just to be while we are here on this earth but it will also extend into eternity.  Our purpose of glorifying God will continue on to when we our living in heaven.  With that thought in mind, God wants to take us down a slightly different path.  He wants us to know that what we do with our lives here on earth will extend to what is done with our life in eternity.  Let me see if I can make this a littler clearer.  If we live out our purpose of glorifying God, then we will continue that purpose in heaven.  But if we live our lives glorifying Satan, we will continue that life glorifying Satan in hell.  The reason why God is saying this is that each of us must know that in eternity, we will suffer the consequences of our actions, whether for good or for evil.  Why is this important?  It is important because so many people live their lives as if there will never be a day of accountability.  They live their lives as if this world is never going to come to an end.  They live their lives as if Jesus is never going to come back again!
But remember what our Scripture text says in vs. 3(NIV)  “.. that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. My brothers and sisters in Christ, you need to know that we are living in the last days.  How do I know?  Turn to 2 Tim. 3:1-5 (NIV) “But mark this:  There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power.  Have nothing to do with them.”    If this isn’t proof that we are living in the last days, I don’t know what is!  This is a prophetic Scripture of what it will be like in the last days and my brothers and sisters in Christ, each and every one of these points are manifested in our world today!!!  (comments – H.S.)  The last days are right on top of us today, whether you choose to believe it or not.
When people mock and ridicule the second coming of Christ, they are not doing anything new.  The people in our text in II Peter did the same thing.  They were going around doing what they were big and bad enough to do.  They ridiculed Christians and laughed at their claim that one day there would be a day of reckoning, that one day Christ would return.  This is the same thing that the world does today.   People think if Christ was going to return, He would have done it by now.  After all, it’s been over two thousand years since He physically left this earth.  But when people talk like this they show their ignorance of Scripture.  Remember 2 Pet. 3:8  “But do not forget this one thing dear friends:  With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.”  (comments – H.S.)
What is it going to be like when Christ returns?  While I don’t have time to go into each detail, it will suffice us just to describe what our text tells us.   Vs. 10  “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. “  The Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night.  What does this mean?  No thief tells a person ahead of time that he is going to strike his home.   The thief comes unannounced.  This is the same way that Jesus is going to return, when we least expect it and for many – when they are unprepared!  Scripture says that when Jesus returns, “the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.”  How will God do this?  In the same way that He created the worlds, He spoke them into existence.  But this time God gives us extra insight – He says that He will destroy the heavens, the universe through fire.  

How will He destroy the entire universe through fire?  Think about this one word in the texts, ‘elements.’
The most basic element that I know of is the ‘atom.’  Now if humankind has enough intelligence to split the atom and has the ability to cause a chain reaction that could destroy life as we know it.  Why then doubt that God can do the same and even more.  All God has to do is speak the Word and all the atoms throughout the universe will burn up in a chain reaction.  There will be an atomic explosion that will destroy the whole universe as we know it.  Wow!!!  Notice vs. 10(b) ‘and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.’  Everything that man has ever created, everything that he has placed so much stock in will be destroyed.  (comments – H.S.)  Why would God do this?  Notice vs. 13(b)  “…we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  God is going to destroy the universe because He plans on creating a new heaven and earth where righteousness will reign supreme!  God will created new heavens and earth that have not been contaminated by sin.  He will burn this sin-contaminated world up – with everything in it that defiles and contaminates His Name.  He will create a new world in which righteousness will dwell.
With all of this in mind what should we do?  The answer to that can be found in this Scripture text.  The first part can be found in vs. 9  “The Lord is not slow to keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
· the first point that must be done is REPENT:  Knowing what God has revealed to you this morning, should prick your heart to repentance.  God says that He has been patient with you because He does not want you to perish, or go to hell.  What does it mean to repent.  So many people have mistaken ideas as to what this means.  Some people think that it means simply telling God that you are sorry and then continue to live the way you have been.  But, my brothers and sisters in Christ, being sorry – the human-kind of sorrow is not enough.  We can be sorry about doing something in the morning and in the evening do the very same thing.  The only type of sorrow that touches God’s heart is the God-kind of sorrow, the kind of sorrow that leads to repentance, that leads to change.
Repentance means to change; to turn; to change one’s mind; to turn one’s life.  It is a turning away from sin and turn to God!  It is a turning to God away from sin, whether sins of thought or action.  What else are we suppose to do besides repentance.  Vs. 11  “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives.”  God is saying after we repent, we are to:
· live a holy and godly life.  Holy means that our behavior is sanctified, that is, set apart unto God; set apart for God’s use.  A godly life means to be Christ-like.  It is living upon this earth as Christ lived.  Christ lived a life to glorify God and so should we!
Since we believe God’s word and know the fate of this world – what kind of life should we be living.  We should live a life of repentance, as well as a holy and godly life.  What else should we do.  Look at vs. 12  “as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.”  There are two things that we are told to do here:

· look forward to the day of God.  It means to wait patiently but expectantly, to eagerly anticipate and long for the return of Christ!  This is what God tells us that we should be doing, longing for His return.  Are you?  The reason that so many people aren’t looking forward to the coming of Christ is because they feel that they are not right with the Lord.

· Speed its coming.  Or to hasten the day of the Lord.  To cause the day of God to come sooner.  My brothers and sisters in Christ, I want you to know that I never saw this Scripture before.  Oh, yes, I’ve read it – but God never gave me revelation, wisdom and knowledge of it before.  This is saying that we as Christians can speed-up the return of Christ.
Isn’t that mind-boggling?  You say, how can we do this?  Okay, put on your spiritual hats and ask God to help you understand what I am going to say.  Remember verse 9 that says God is “longsuffering…not willing that any should perish.”  This is the reason that God has been delaying the return of Christ.  Apparently, God has a certain number of believers that He has ordained to be brothers and sisters of Jesus and He has a certain number of believers that he will need to rule and manage the new heavens and earth for Christ. (I am not talking about the doctrine of pre-destination.)  No one knows that number only God.  Whatever the number and whatever the case, the number has to be reached before Christ can come and before the great day of God can destroy the universe and make a new heavens and earth.  So how can we hasten the return of Christ?
We have already seen that we must repent, turn away from sin and turn to God.  But we must also be busy leading others to a saving knowledge of Christ.  Each person that we lead to the Lord will add to the number that is needed to fulfill the kingdom of God.  Each person that is added will hasten the return of the Lord!!!  Amen!!!  It’s time for us to get busy, the busier we are in bringing the lost to the Lord, the quicker Jesus will return!  Hallelujah!!!
If you don’t know the Lord, repent of your sins, turn to God and ask Jesus to come into your heart and to save you.  Your coming into the kingdom may just complete the number that God needs for His Son’s return!!!  How can we help the day of God to come?  By living more holy and godly lives so that more people will be attracted to Christ.  The more they see Christ in us, the more they see His presence and power carrying us through the trials and temptations of life, the more they are going to want Christ and His power in their lives.
When people see these things, they will be attracted to Christ much quicker.  The result will be more souls for Christ.  They will be won much quicker and the number that God has in mind will be reached more sooner.  Therefore, the way we are to speed up the day of God is to live more dynamic lives for the Lord.  We must witness more than we ever have before.  We must begin to tell everyone that the Messiah, the Savior of the world, has come—that he has come to save us from the sin and death of the world and to give us a life of love, joy, peace, and power—the power to live abundantly both now and forever!  Let’s begin today, to hasten the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!
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