HINDRANCES TO GOD’S PROMISE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 1:8, 8:13-23

If you watch the daily news the crime, violence and social evils of this world can seem to be overwhelming.  If you look at things in the natural, you can come to the devastating conclusion that there is no hope.  But, be of good cheer, child of God!  God has not left us comfortless, nor has He left us powerless to make changes in our homes, our communities, our city, and ultimately, in the world.
This power that I am talking about is the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  This power is available for each and every believer through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  God tells us very plainly in Acts 1:8  “but ye shall receive power AFTER the Holy Ghost has come upon you.”  Notice the text says that the power comes AFTER the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  Before the baptism of the Holy Spirit,  we are only operating in our own strength, fervently trying to rely on the promise of God to heal, deliver and set-free.  Because we are striving in our own strength so many of the efforts of individual Christians and the local church are fruit-less and change-less.
Remember the words of God Zech 4:6  “…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”  (comments – might (your strength), power (your will-power, H.S.)  One of the reasons that we don’t see changes in our marriage, our finances, our children, etc., is because we are trying to bring about these changes in our own strength; rather than following the leading of the guidance of the Holy Spirit!   The power to witness, the power to live an effective Christian life is here – just waiting for you to ask and just waiting for you to receive.
There maybe someone here who is thinking, ‘I have prayed for the gift of the Holy Spirit and I have not received Him.’  Well, this morning we are going to look at some reasons people fail to receive this PROMISE of God.  And the same way some of failed to receive this promise is the same way that they have failed to receive other promises of God, i.e., healing, prosperity, deliverance, home, etc.
Let’s go to our text that we just read and see why this man called Simon failed to receive the promise of God.  Simon had previously been a sorcerer, a worker of witchcraft.  And through his use of witchcraft he had made a name for himself.  He had deluded the people into thinking that he was this great man of God.  But we know that he was operating under the power of the devil, because witchcraft is of the devil.  When Philip, a true disciple of God had come to town preaching Jesus – Scripture says that Simon believed on Jesus – putting his faith in Jesus and was baptized.  Simon then started traveling with Philip as he preached and he wondered and was amazed at the many miracles and signs and wonders that were performed in Philip’s ministry.
After a period of time Peter and John came to town and there was a revival – they preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  People were saved and when the apostles laid hands on them the people also received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  When Simon saw that the people received the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives through the laying on of hands, Simon offered the apostles money to give him the power to do the same thing.  The apostles laid him out (so to speak) for thinking that the gift of the Holy Spirit could be receiving by paying money.
So what was Simon’s problem that he did not receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  His problem was three-fold.
· His problem was that he had never repented of his old way of living.  Notice verse 13 says “he believed and was baptized.)  There is no mention of his repenting.  He thought that he could give his life to Christ and continue doing things the way he had previously done.  In his old life – he had practiced deception.  And he had thought that money could buy him anything that he wanted.  (comments – H.S.)

· His next problem was that he was seeking the gift (power – speaking in tongues) and not the giver (the Holy Spirit).  He had no desire to have more and more of God – He wanted what God could do to and through him.  He was seeking after the Holy Spirit to serve his own lusts.  Remember James 4:3  “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”  (comments –H.S.)  Sometimes that is the problem as to why we don’t see a change in our circumstances and situations.  Because we don’t want to live closer and closer to God.  We just want enough of God to have our needs and desires met.
· He had allowed bitterness and sin to choke his born-again spirit.  What did Peter tell him in vs. 23 “For I perceive that thou are in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”  (comments – H.S.)
What are some other reasons that a believer has not received the gift of the Holy Spirit or answers to other prayers?

· Doubt and unbelief is a hindrance to the promises of God.  Turn to Matt. 3:11  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:  but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:”
Turn to Luke 11:13  “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children:  how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”

Now the question I need to ask you is “Is God a liar or does He speak the truth?  Doesn’t Scripture tell us in Heb. 6:18 that it is ‘impossible for God to lie?”  So if you have prayed for the baptism of the Holy Spirit and have not received - it is because you don’t believe the promises of God.  If you have prayed any other promises in the Word, whether for your healing, etc., and have not received it is not because God’s Word is not true.  Because God can not lie!  If you have prayed doubting and in unbelief-you hinder God from answering your prayer.  Because faith is what moves God to action!

Another reason why some people have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues is:

· They believe that this was only for the early church, not for today.  Turn to:  I Cor. 13:8-10  “Love never faileth:  but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
Now some astute person may be saying, ‘See that!  Scripture proves it – it says that tongues will cease.’  But you just cannot pull out a portion of the Scripture, you have got to take it all together.  Scripture says that in the future - prophecy (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose, preaching, and teaching), tongues and knowledge shall pass away.  Now let me ask you a question – Has prophecy or knowledge been done away with?  No!  Then how can you just go in the middle of that verse and say that tongues have been done away with?  If you say that one of these things that God has listed in this verse have ceased, you have to say all of them have ceased!
Notice what God does say!  “But when that which is perfect is come.”  What is ‘that which is perfect?’  Scripture is talking about perfect truth – when the perfect truth concerning Christ is come.  And that will only be when Christ returns to this earth!  Notice what else this verse says “then that which is in part shall be done away.”  When Jesus returns to this earth there will be no need for prophecy, no need for tongues, no need to seek after knowledge.  Because all of our early knowledge will be superseded by TRUTH!!!  When Jesus returns to this earth that is when Scripture says tongues will cease!  And that has not happened yet!!!
The fifth and final reason that some people have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit is:

· Fear.  Fear of three things:

1.  That the Holy Spirit will cause you to act in an unseemly manner.  And that you    are just too sophisticated and cool to be jumping around praising the Lord and speaking in tongues.  My brothers and sisters in Christ put that fear to rest because God is a God of order.  He does not behave unseemly and neither would He have you act that way.  But remember the words of Paul – when he said – “I am a fool for Christ.’  So if there is anyone I would rather look foolish for that’s Jesus!
2.  That if you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit - God will require too much of you.  Well, I would have to say that that is a legitimate concern.  Because God tells us in His Word to count the cost before we make a decision for God.  He also tells us that “no man who puts his hands to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.  Yes, giving your life to Christ and receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit will require a lot from you.  It will require your life.  But isn’t that what Jesus gave for you?

3.  That you are not worthy to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  And truth be told none of us are worthy of that or any other promises of God.  But praise God, God’s gifts are not contingent on our worthiness.  Receiving the gifts of God is based solely on His TOTAL LOVE FOR YOU!!!

“Ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you and ye shall be witnesses of me…”  God wants to give you the gift of the Holy Spirit so that you can effectively make a difference in your life, in your home, in your school, in our church and in our world!  Believe and receive, today!!!
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