A DAY OF GOOD NEWS
PRAYER

Scripture:  2 Kings 7:3-9

In our Scripture text the city of Samaria has been under attack and surrounded by their enemy King Ben-Hadad of Aram.  Because the attack lasted s long there arose a great famine in the city.  There was no hope of getting additional foods in because the enemy had surrounded all entrances and exits in the city.  At this particular point in the story there are four lepers who stood on the outside of the gate of the city.  And as my daddy would say, ‘they were between a rock and a hard place.’  Why?  Because they are hungry.  They haven’t had anything to eat in a long time.  So they start trying to figure out what they are going to do.  So they said to each other, “Why stay here until we die?  If we say, “We’ll go into the city’—the famine is there, and we will die.  And if we stay here, we will die.  So ‘let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans and surrender.  If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.”  (comments – H.S.)
When it starts to get a little dark, they sneak over to the enemies camp.  But, lo and behold, there was not a soul in the camp.  It was totally deserted, the only living creatures there were the soldiers horses and donkeys.  One of the blessings about this story is that we get a peak as to what had happened in the camp in the spiritual realm.  The lepers didn’t know, all they knew was that the camp was empty.  But God tells us in Scripture, what had occurred before the lepers had arrived there.  “…for the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to one another, ‘Look, the king of Israel has hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!’  So they got up and fled in the dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys.  They left the camp as it was and ran for their lives.”  Wow!!!  Isn’t that hilarious?  What a perfect example of the Lord fighting our battles for us!
The lepers went inside of the camp, entered one of the tents and began feasting on the bounty of the enemy.  (Kind of reminds you of that Scripture that says, ‘the wealth of the wicked is stored up for the righteous.’  But that’s a another sermon.)  Scripture says that the eat and drank their full.  Then they rummaged through the tent and took the enemy’s silver, gold, and clothes; and went off and hid them.  Then they came back and went into another tent and took some things from it and hid them also.  But then the most amazing thing happens, these four lepers who had been the dregs of society.  These four lepers who were not allowed to mingle with other people.  These four lepers who were not even allowed inside of the city because of the disease that had ravaged their bodies.  That’s why they were on the outside of the city when it was attacked and surrounded.  These four lepers stop what they are doing and say (in effect), ‘hold up a minute, what we are doing is not right.  We are only thinking about ourselves, me and mine, us four and no more”.
I imagine them thinking about all the people inside of the city who are hungry and dying because of a lack of food.  I imagine them thinking about all the people who are cringing and hiding in fear because they still believe that they are surrounded by the enemy.  The lepers say to each other, “We’re not doing right.  This is a day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves…Let’s go at once and report this to the royal palace.”  This is where I need to stop this story and drive home the point that God has for us today.  And that point is, ‘we’re not doing right.  This is a day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves!!!”  What an indictment!
You say, ‘Pastor, what are you talking about?”  Well, let’s take this story and change it a little bit and see what we can glean from it.  Let’s imagine the city of Samaria that is under siege by the enemy as the world that we live in.  Just like in Samaria, there are people in the world who are hungry and dying, people are living in fear of attack.  Just like in Samaria, there are people who are walking around with no hope.  (comments – H.S.)
Now let’s also imagine that the enemy that has attacked and surrounded the city is Satan and his demons.  He has hoarded up the wealth of this world for his own purposes, and he is wrecking havoc everywhere.  People are cringing in fear, some even debating if they should line with the enemy or not.  Then I want you to picture the lepers as representing you and representing me.  We know that leprosy is a skin disease.  It is a fatal disease that unless a cure is found, leads to death.  It covers a person’s body.  Much like each of us at one time in our lives were covered in the death carrying disease of sin.  These lepers were facing death, just like we were.  Because God says, “the wages of sin is death.”  These lepers were facing death because they still believed that the enemy was still in control.  They thought that the enemy was just too powerful.  But, unbeknown to them, the enemy had already been defeated.
The victory was already theirs and all they had to do was to go in and possess the camp and enjoy the spoils of the land.  God says that the same thing has occurred for many of us.  We were once in a place where we were lost and without any hope.  We were in a place where we thought we might as well die and be done with it!  But, then, one day we met a man called Jesus.   He let us know that the battle for our lives had already been won.  He let us know that the enemy that we had been so afraid us is a defeated foe.  Just like when those lepers had snuck into the camp, expecting to see the enemy.  But when they got there, God had already defeated them!  That’s what God has done for us.  He let us know that if we just repented of our sins, asked God for forgiveness, allowed Jesus to come into our hearts as Lord and Savior, He would cleanse us from that death carrying disease of sin.  And, praise the Lord, we have done that!  Now we are enjoying the fruits and benefits of living a life with God.  The joy we experience from being in God’s presence.  The comfort we have of knowing that God is always there with us and for us.  The peace that He gives us as we go through the storms of life.  The wisdom that He gives us as He leads and directs our lives.  What joy we have of being free, knowing the Scripture that God has given us, ‘whom the Son has set free, is free indeed.’  BUT!!!  But God says there is a problem.  The Lord says, ‘how can we have experienced this freedom and joy; then keep it to ourselves.’  God says that when you realized that the enemy was defeated and no longer had control over your life, that was a day of good news.  How can you keep it to yourself?
There is still a whole world of people out their who are dying in their sin, how can you keep this good news to yourself.  One of the problems that the church has is that many people are shy about sharing what God has done for them.  We have no inhibitions of sharing gossip, we are not inhibited in sharing the bad things that we hear.  But when it comes to talking about Jesus, it’s like we have become tongue-tied.  When I think about that I think of the song that we often sing.  Let’s talk about Jesus, the King of kings is He.  The Lord of lords supreme, through all eternity.  The great I Am the way, the truth, the life, the door.  Let’s talk about Jesus more and more.”  We need to feed people, because the world is hungry.  Now when I said that,  many of you thought about feeding people physically.  You thought about what we do in the food pantry and how you help out there.  And that’s well and good.  We should do those things.  But there is a greater hunger that we are neglecting to do.
Turn to Luke 1:53  “He has filled the hungry with good things, but sent the rich away empty.”  God is not talking about feeding the hungry with physical food here.  He is talking about so much more.  Turn to John 6:35  “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’”  Jesus is not talking about physical food here either.  He is talking about Himself.  He says “I am the bread that will satisfy the spiritual hunger of the people of this world!”  We need to feed the people of this world with the Word of God.  Teaching them that all that they are looking for can be found in Christ Jesus!
Think about our story again.  This time instead of seeing the camp as the camp of the enemy, see it as the camp of God.  See yourself as one who is hungry and starving, both physically and spiritually.  Then, one day, someone told you about Jesus, the love of my life, and through faith in Him you gain entrance into the camp.  And there you find everything that you need and even more:  food, wealth, clothing.  But the problem is, you start hoarding what you have learned and what you have received.  God says, ‘oh, no!  Today is a day of good news!  You got to go out and share what you have received, share through your witness and through you testimony.  Talk about it!  Tell others about what God has done for you!
Let me ask you a question, those of you who have read the Old Testament at any length.  Have you every wondered why when God led the Hebrew people out of Egypt with great signs and wonders; why He told them to talk about what He had done at every chance they got.  He said in Deut. 6:6-9  “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and your gates.”  (comments – H.S.)  God tells them to do this because as they talk about these things it will build up their faith; as they talk about them it will build up the faith of the one who hears them.
When God does something for you, whether big or small!  (comments – H.S.)  Be like the writer of the song who said, “I said I wasn’t going to tell no body, but I just couldn’t keep it to myself.  What the Lord has done for me.  You oughta been there when He saved my soul.  You oughta been there when He placed my name on the roll, and I started walking and I started talking , and I starting singing and I started shouting, what the Lord has done for me.!   Try talking about the goodness of the Lord and see what a change it brings about in your heart and in your life!  Amen!
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