THANK GOD I’M FREE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rom. 7:14-25(a)

Week before last God gave us a sermon on the purpose of life.  We learn from that, that our life purpose is not about us, but our life purpose is to glorify God!  Then last week, He gave us a sermon on the second coming of Christ.  He described to us vividly on some of the things that would occur with the Lord’s return.  He showed us how the earth and the universe would be destroyed by fire and that God planned on creating a new heaven and a new earth where righteousness would dwell.  Then He said, seeing that we know what the end is going to be like, what kind of life should we now be living?  God being God not only asked the question but He answered it as well.  He showed us that the first thing that we need to do is to repent.  Repentance means to turn away from sin and turn to God!   Then He showed us that we are to live a holy and a godly life.   Holy means that our behavior is sanctified, that is, set apart unto God; set apart for God’s use.  A godly life means to be Christ-like.  It is living upon this earth as Christ lived.   Next God showed us that we should be living a life of expectation, looking forward to the Day of the Lord.  Looking forward to the Second-coming of Christ.  Then lastly God showed us that we are to ‘speed-up or hasten the return of Christ.”  And we are to do this by witnessing for the Lord, leading others to Christ.  We also do this by living the Christian life in front of others so that they too will want to be saved!
Now with all of these things in mind,  ‘living a life glorifying Christ, His second coming, our living a holy and godly life,’ etc, another issue rises to the surface that we have to deal with.  What is that issue?  It is the same issue that the Apostle Paul had in our Scripture text.  Paul knew that he was to be living a holy and godly life, living a life of expectation, living a life of repentance.  But his flesh kept getting in the way.  Notice what he says in vs. 15 (NIV)  “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  Vs. 18(b)-19  “…for I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no,  the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.”  (comments – H.S.)  Does this sound familiar to you?  No, I don’t mean does it sound familiar because you read it before!  But does this sound familiar because of what is going on within you.  Are you like the Apostle Paul was at this point?  You hear sermons or you read the Bible and the Holy Spirit pricks you heart.  Then you promise God and yourself that you are going to do better.  But as soon as you leave the church or as soon as you put your Bible down, you find yourself doing exactly what you were doing before!  We find that the words of  Jesus in Matt. 26:41 (b) “…the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak,” is especially true in our lives.
We know what God expects from us and sometimes we even make a valiant effort to make the changes that are necessary, but it doesn’t last.  Sometimes we have to admit the ‘good that I want to do, I don’t do.  And the thing that I hate myself for afterwards, are the things that I do.’  Now I don’t have to try and list the things we do because you already know what your issues are.  Whether they are spending more time with your family, whether it is to stop drinking or stop gambling, whether it is to be better stewards with your finances, whether it is coming to Bible Study, or whether it is simply eating more healthier.  We all know what our Achilles heel is!  And these are the things that keep us locked-up in our spirit.  These are the areas that have chained us up that we can’t break loose.   These are the areas that keep us so frustrated in our Christian walk.  Yes, we know what God expects of us!  Yes, we know that He wants us to live a life of repentance, to live a holy and a godly life; to live a life glorifying Him, but our flesh keeps getting in the way.  The question is ‘how do we get deliverance?’
Well, the answer can be found in this same text as well.  Look at vs. 24  “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death!”  Notice Paul refers to himself as a ‘wretched’ man.  The Amplified version put it this way, “…O unhappy and pitiable an wretched man that I am.  Who will release and deliver me from the shackles of this body of death?”  The first thing that must occur for you to get deliverance is that you must begin to hate the sin that you are in.  The things that you are doing that are contrary to God’s Word must make you miserable.  (Just as a side note, some of you may think that you are miserable in the circumstances that you are in; but you don’t know miserable until God has made you miserable!)  Paul says who will deliver me from these ‘shackles.’  Notice he is saying that he feels like he can’t move on his own.  He wants to do good – but instead he always winds up doing wrong!  He is miserable.  Then he cries out to God, ‘who is going to deliver me from this body of death?’
Notice the revelation knowledge God gives to him in answer to that question.  vs. 25 “thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  You say, ‘Pastor, I don’t understand.  What’s going on here?’  God gave Paul revelation, wisdom and knowledge that what he had been praying for had already been done.’  It burst in his spirit, that Jesus had already done what he was asking for.  He ask the question, ‘who will deliver me from this body of death?’  Then a light goes off in his brain.  Thanks be to God, I’ve been deliver through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In my sanctified mind, I imagine Paul running around crying TGIF, TGIF, TGIF, Thank God I’m Free.”
How do I know that Paul had come to the knowledge and understanding that he was already free from the power of sin that he had been allowing to dictate and run his life.  Turn to Romans 6:6  “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—vs. 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
 Vs.  12-14  “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.
Vs. 18  You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”
Now let me ask you a question.  What comes first in our numeric system 6 or 7?  In Chapter 6 Paul in triumphantly teaching several truths.

· Our old nature was crucified with Christ, our sin nature.

· We no longer are slaves to sin.

· We are no longer under the law, but under grace.

· We have been set free from sin.

That was in Chapter 6.

But in Chapter 7, (which of course comes after 6) we see him bemoaning the fact that he is being pulled between doing what is sinful and doing what is right in the sight of God.  So what happened that took him from a place of confidence in Chapter 6 to a place of despair in Chapter 7?  LIFE HAPPENED!  STUFF HAPPENED!  He knew Chapter 6 in his head, but in Chapter 7, it had not yet become a reality in his life.  You know what I mean how you can know something in your head but not know it in your heart!  But on this day Paul cried out to God from the depth of his soul saying in effect, “I’m tired of trying to serve you with one foot in the world and other foot in the church.  I’m tired of living a double life, where I am one way on Sunday and another way the rest of the way.  I’m tired of trying to serve two master, God and Satan.”  And God burst in his spirit, that he had already set him free.  All he now had to do was to live in that freedom.  And loudly proclaim TGIF, TGIF, Thank God I’m Free.
This is what God wants for you.  He wants you to know that He has already delivered you from that body of sin that controls you.  He has already set you free from whatever is trying to hold you in bondage.  You name it and He has already done it.  When Satan brings the temptation back to mind, you don’t have to give in and do it.  Just loudly proclaim TGIF, TGIF, Thank God I’m Free.  Sin no longer has dominion over me!  TGIF!!!  We can live that godly, holy life that God has called us to!!!  We can live that live glorify God that God created us for.
There is another revelation, wisdom and knowledge that God showed to Paul in his letter to Timothy, that we need to look at.  So turn to I Tim. 1:15-16 (NIV) “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.”
In this text Paul is proclaiming another great truth that God had taught him.  What was that?  Forgiveness!  Notice Paul felt like many of us do or have.  He said that he was the worst of all sinners.  Some of you my have thought like that!  But Paul really did some horrific things.  Before he gave his life to Christ, he had people put in jail and even murdered because of their faith in Christ.  Anyone who followed Jesus, Paul would have them hunted down, chase from city to city.  But one day on a street called ‘Straight,’ he had an encounter with the risen Lord and his life was forever changed.  In this text, Paul talks about the forgiveness that was shown to him.  He says “I was shown mercy, the WORST of sinners, so that Christ could show his unlimited patience.’  Paul had to do what each of us must do, he embraced his forgiveness.  So that now when he reminded himself TGIF, he now only means ‘Thank God I’m free,’ but also ‘Thank God I’m forgiven!!!”
You may be thinking, ‘Well, that was Paul.  How do I know that God has forgiven me?  Turn to Hebrews 10:15-18  “The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this.  First he says:  “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord.  I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.”  The he adds:  Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.”  And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.”  (comments – H.S.)
In order to defeat Satan when he tempts you to sin, you have got to not only realize that God has set you free.  But you must embrace the forgiveness that God has given to you for your sins and mistake.  Why is that important?  Because if you are always walking around feeling guilty and condemned, you will think ‘what’s the point?’  What’s the point of trying to live right, I’m already guilty!  No, my brothers and sisters in Christ.  Reject that thought!  You can live the victorious Christian life, glorifying God!  When temptations come just remember to loudly proclaim. TGIF. And stomp all over Satan’s head!   Oh hallelujah!!!  Will you shout that out with me this morning, TGIF, TGIF, thank God I’m free and thank God I’m forgiven!!!
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