KNOWING GOD THROUGH HIS NAMES
PRAYER

Gen. 22:7-14

This morning I want to present to some and introduce to others, the most powerful entity that there ever was or ever will be.  I want to introduce to you Almighty God Himself, God the Father!  Some of you may think what I have just said is kind of odd, that I want to ‘introduce’ Him.  The reason that I have said this is that so many people know ‘about’ God, but they don’t actually KNOW Him!  God has revealed Himself to humankind in various and sundry ways.  But the way that He seems to like to reveal Himself more than in any other is in His Names!  Throughout the Old Testament you will find many and varied names that God used for Himself.  When we study these names we will get to know God better.  This morning we are going to look at one of His more well-known names, Jehovah-Jireh; which means God will provide!
The Scripture text that we just read is a well-known one to many of you.  Up until this time in Abraham’s life he had known God to be a loving and a miracle working God.  He had experienced the joy of God prospering him, blessing him and protecting him.  Most importantly, he had experienced God being true to His Word and blessing Abram and his wife with a son in their old age.  All of his life, he had experienced God giving to him.  Now, the tables were to be turned as God was now asking Abram to give back to Him!  This is where some of us run into difficulty!  Because it is oh so easy to say God is good all of the time when it is God doing the giving.  But when the tables are turned and God asks us to give back to Him or God ask us make a sacrifice for Him, than the moaning and complaining begins.  (comments – H.S.)
God was now asking Abraham to give back to Him what was most precious in His sight, his son Isaac!  But the problem was that God was not just asking him to dedicate his son’s life to Him, like we do our children at baptism.  He was asking him to sacrifice his son’s life as a burnt offering.  He was asking him to offer his son’s life on the altar as a sacrifice of praise.  Now this sounds ludicrous to us and I know that it must have sounded ludicrous to Abraham.  After all, God had always condemned the pagan ritual of human sacrifice.  Now, He is telling Abraham to do something that would go against the grain of everything that he had ever been taught.  Before, God had always revealed Himself as a loving and gracious God.  Now He was commanding Abraham to do something that appeared to be heinous and unloving.  How could this be?
But you see, everything that had gone before in Abraham’s life had rooted in his heart and mind that God loved him.  Everything that he had experienced at the hand of God had made Abraham so grounded in the goodness and mercy of God, that he knew that if God asked something of him that God had a purpose!!!  He knew that even if he didn’t totally understand what God was doing, He trusted God to remain true to His Word!  This is the place that God wants each of us to get to.  The place where we trust God so much that even when we don’t understand, we know that God will remain true to His Word!
You may be thinking, “How do you know that Abraham was that rooted and grounded in the Lord?”  Well, let’s take a closer look at this text.  After God told Abraham to sacrifice his son, the very next day he got up EARLY in the morning and made the necessary preparations and left with his son.  Notice:
· vs. 5 – He said to his servants, “stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there.  We will WORSHIP and then WE WILL COME BACK TO YOU.”  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 7 (b) – “The fire and wood are here,”  Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  (comments – H.S.)

· vs. 9-10  When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.”  (comments – H.S.)
Now do you see why I say that Abraham was so grounded in the love of God that he trusted Him totally and completely?  Matter of fact Scripture tells us in Heb. 11:19 – that Abraham believed that if God required him to go through with the sacrifice that God would raise him from the dead.  Why would Abraham believe something like that?  Because God had promised him that through Isaac God would bless and bring him many descendants.  Well, he couldn’t do that if he was dead.  So Abraham believed the ultimate, that for whatever reason God asked him to take his son’s life – He would raise him up again.  That’s what you call outrageous faith.  Abraham had never seen anything like that done before!  But he believed that if that was what was necessary, God would do it – because God can never go back on His Word!!!

Abraham truly learned that day that God was Jehovah-Jireh.  He truly learned that God’s Name was “the God who will provide.’  Because when he raised up his hand to sacrifice his son the Angel of the Lord said – vs. 11-13 “Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear and revere God, since you have not held back from Me or begrudged giving Me your son, your only son.  Then Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns.  And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son!”  (comments – H.S.)
Abraham’s faith was tested and he passed the test.  He truly knew that God would remain true to His Name – Jehovah Jireh; The God who will provide.  My brothers and sisters in Christ, this is what God wants for you today.  He wants you to get to know Him in an intimate and personal way.  He wants to reveal Himself to you and show you what His being Jehovah Jireh is all about.  Just to let you know, God reveals Himself as the One who will provide, through testing and trials.  You can never know that God is the One who will provide all of your needs – if a need never arises!  He can never show you that He will remain true to His Word, if you are never tested.
Notice the progression in Abraham’s life.  When he was asked to meet his greatest challenge, he could do so because he had been tried before and God always remained faithful.  Look back on your life when you felt as if you were between a rock and a hard place, did God make a way for you then?  If He did it for you before, He’ll do it again!  There cannot be a need in your life – which God does not provide because if He doesn’t, He is going back on His Name!
God will provide because His Name, His whole character is Jehovah Jireh, the God who will provide!!!  It doesn’t matter what your need is, i.e., a home, a car, a job, help in school, a family that loves you, a mate.  (Just as a little side-note:  Young people, if you want to get married when you’re older start praying right now for God to be preparing His mate for you.  Start praying that God will ground them in His Word and His truth, so that they will be the Christian mate that God is calling them to be.  Start praying that when you meet them you will know that this is the one.  This way you won’t have to be getting involved in relationships that will be hurtful and harmful!)
Phil. 4:19  “For my God shall supply ALL your needs, according to His riches in glory.”  Why will He do this?  Because His Name is Jehovah Jireh, the God who will provide!  You say, ‘Pastor, do you really believe that?’  And my answer is a resounding, ‘YES!”  You say, “Why?”  Well, let me teach you a little bit about Typology.  Typology is the study of the images of Christ in the Old Testament.  In our Scripture test – the ram in the bush was a ‘type’ of Christ.  When Abraham was about to sacrifice his son, the son that he loved, his only son by Sarah, God stopped Him.  God said ‘I will provide the lamb for the sacrifice.  I will prepare the substitute.  Instead of your son dying, I will prepare a lamb to die in his place.”  Now are you starting to get the picture?  Because of sin, we were supposed to die.  Scripture says the wages of sin is death, eternal death.  But God said, ‘I love them so much, instead of them dying, I will provide (Jehovah Jireh) a Lamb to take their place.”  And we can hear the words of John when Jesus was approaching – “Behold, THE LAMB of God, who takes away the sins of the world.”  The ram in the bush that was slain in Isaac’s place, represents our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ who died in OUR PLACE.”  That’s how I know that God will always live up to His Name of Jehovah-Jireh, the God who will provide.  Because remember Romans 8:32  “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us ALL things.”  (comments – H.S.)
God, the Father, is Jehovah-Jireh!  The God who will provide ALL of your needs!  Come back next week and get better acquainted with the Father as we study more on His Names!
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