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STEPS TO ANSWERED PRAYER

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 6:9-15
This morning, we are going to start a series on prayer.  The title to our sermon this morning is Steps to Answered Prayer.  This series is extremely important because prayer in our spiritual life is as important as blood in our physical life.  (Without either one, you will die.)  What we are going to be looking at in this series is:  the prayers of Jesus and what Jesus taught about prayer.   If there is anyone who knew how to pray and if there was anyone who knew the value of prayer; it was Jesus!  So I want you to picture in your mind that Jesus is actually standing here and He is giving you basic instructions on how to pray.  And He is giving you basic instructions on steps to answered prayer.  So, pay very close attention on what He has to say because your life will depend on it.
I am sure that everyone in here has prayed at one time or another.   There may be someone here who says their problem is that they just don’t know how to pray.  That was the dilemma of the disciples.  On this particular day they had come to Jesus and said, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  And He teaches them what we commonly call the Lord’s prayer.  We are going to be dissecting His instructions point by point, realizing that this is Jesus speaking.  And when Jesus speaks, we are to listen.  Now those of you who have already thought, ‘I already know about prayer and I know the Lord’s prayer, so this sermon is not for me.’  What you need to do is rebuke and bind that thought and cast it out of your mind because this sermon is for you.  How do I know that?  Let me ask you a question, ‘do you have any unanswered prayers?’  Then this sermon series is for you.
I need to remind you that the Lord’s prayer is a model prayer.  It is an outline of how our prayers are to be constructed, what they are to consist of.  It is not to simply be repeated over and over again – but it is to be used as a guide.  So the first thing that we must do when we pray is to KNOW who it is that we are praying to.
- Our Father, who art in heaven.  Notice first of all that you are acknowledging God as your Father.  This is showing you that in order to get a prayer through, you have to be God’s child and He has got to be your heavenly Father.
Someone may be thinking, ‘wait a minute Pastor, isn’t everyone God’s children.  The answer to that is a resounding, no!  Everyone is God’s creation, and He loves us all.  But you don’t become a child of God until you have repented of your sins and made Jesus your Lord and Savior!!!  Remember John 1:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the power to BECOME children of God, even to them that believe on His name.!  (comments – H.S.)
When we pray “Our Father, who art in heaven…”  This is showing us that we need to know God in a personal and intimate way.  You are to have a loving and caring relationship with Him and you have to have open lines of communication in order to know that He hears you.  Turn to Zech. 13:9  “They shall call on my name, and I will hear them:  I will say, It is my people:  and they shall say, The LORD is my God.”
Wow!  Let me paraphrase that to make it a little clearer.  “Shiray shall call on my name, and I will hear her:  I will say, that is my daughter’s voice:  and she shall say, The Lord is my Father God.”  Hallelujah!  Do you get the point?  When your pray you got to know that God is your Father, and you are His child.  You have got to know that when you call on Him, He will answer because you belong to Him!!!  Hallelujah!  You are to come to your Heavenly Father with confidence and Holy Boldness.  Notice I said Holy boldness, not simply with boldness!  Amen!  Amen!  What is the next thing that Jesus teaches them?
· Hallowed be thy name.  What does hallowed mean?  It means holy, sacred.  So what are you doing.  You are praising and exalting the Name of God.  When you pray, the first thing that you should do is praise and worship and thank God for who He is and who you are in Him!
You are honoring His name.  One thing that Jesus is teaching here is that when you pray it is important to know some of God’s different names.  Sometimes you may simply call Him, Father.  Other times you may say Abba, Father or Papa God.  Sometimes you may need to call Him Jehovah Shalom (the Lord our peace), Jehovah Jireh (our provider), Jehovah Rapha, (the Lord that heals.)  Jehovah Shammah (the God who is there).  Whatever the situation may require in your life at that time.  Praise Him for the fact that He is our peace, provider, healer and the God who is always there whenever we need Him!!!  Thank you Jesus!  Jesus is showing that when we pray, our prayers are to first include praise, worship and thanksgiving!!!  Next Jesus says:
· Thy kingdom come.  Why would we pray they kingdom come?  Are we praying for Jesus return when He will establish His millennial reign on this earth?  That can be applied to that, but that is not really what Jesus is talking about here.  Remember when John the Baptist preached in Matt. 3:2  “Repent ye:  for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  John was preaching concerning the coming of Christ the first time, when Jesus physically walked this earth in His earthly ministry.
Jesus is saying that when we pray, we should be praying for Christ rule and reign to be established on this earth.  We should be praying that more people will accept Jesus as Lord and allow Him to reign supreme in their lives.  Thy kingdom come means that we pray that Jesus will be exalted.  That His name will not simply be used as a curse word.  That it would be Thy kingdom come on this earth..  Are you starting to get an idea of how to pray?  But notice what else Jesus adds to this.  He says “thy kingdom come:
· thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  When we pray it must be like the prayer of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane…”not my will, but thine be done.”  So often our prayers are filled with what we want.  We pray to God with a list much like young children make for Santa Clause.  But, how often do we pray for God’s will in our life.  Turn to I John 5:14-15  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to HIS WILL, he heareth us:  and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
Do you see why sometimes prayers go unanswered?  Simply because they are against the will of God.  You say, “Pastor, how can I know the will of God in my life?”  That’s also a simple answer, read and study His Word!!!

 Now that you have properly worshipped and praised our God.  Now that you have opened up the lines of communication.  Now that you are seeking His will in your life and not your own.  Then you can start making your petitions to Him:
· Give us this day our daily bread.  I want you to notice this word ‘bread.’  Why?  Because Jesus uses this word in different ways in Scripture.  Remember when He said, “I am the bread of life, He that eateth of me shall never hunger…”  Remember when He said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeded out of the mouth of God.”  Well, this show us that when Jesus said to pray give us…our daily bread, He was not just talking about physical bread but spiritual bread as well.
Normally, we have no problems in going to God asking Him for our physical needs, food, clothing, shelter, prosperity, etc.  And well we should, because we know that we need these things.  But there is something that we neglect to ask for.  Turn to  Matt. 6:33  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”  Isn’t it amazing how we have come back to thy kingdom come again?  God says seek His kingdom, His rule and His reign in this earth and in your life and everything else that you need and want will be given to you.  Why is that so difficult to understand?  Why do we pray so much for our physical needs and spend so little time praying about our spiritual needs, our spiritual conditions.  I have had people who have said that they left this church because they were not being feed spiritually.  But, my question is what did they do the rest of the week with what they did get here?  It’s like a water pump that hasn’t been used in a while.  When you first start to pump it, you may get out a little bit of water in squirts and dribbles.  But when you prime the pump with more water, it will start to overflow with clear, fresh water.  Take what you learn here and go home and prime it each day with more Word and you will get the spiritual results that you long for.  Give us THIS day our daily bread…  Notice this is a daily thing, not just a one-a-week thing.  Amen!  Hallelujah!
· Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  I know some of you immediately started to turn the turn-off switch in your mind.  Because you don’t want to think or talk about forgiveness.  But I am telling you to turn that switch back on because this is Jesus speaking.  He says when you pray, you are to ask for forgiveness.  You say, ‘oh, I can do that.  Because I want and need for God to forgive me.’  But read the rest of the verse.  God says that we are to pray and ask Him for forgiveness in the SAME WAY that we forgive others!  If we don’t forgive others, God can’t and won’t forgive us.  And if God doesn’t forgive us then our sins will remain and those sins will block our prayers from being answered!!!
I believe one of the greatest sins within the Christian community is the sin of unforgiveness.  And I know that the greatest hindrance to getting a prayer through, it harboring strife and unforgiveness in your heart.  If this was not an issue, why do you think that Jesus told us to pray about it.  Remember you are to see this message as not coming from me, but coming from the mouth of Jesus Himself!!!
· Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Jesus is saying pray for deliverance.  He is letting us know that temptation is going to come, because evil is in the world.  Don’t wait until the temptation is on you or you are all caught up in the mix, pray for deliverance from sin BEFORE it overtakes you!  The idea of God leading someone into temptation is troublesome.  Because we know that Scripture teaches us that God tempts no one to sin.  What Jesus is say is:  “Pray for God to deliver you from temptation and from the evil one, Satan.”  Remember John 17:15  “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil (one).” (comments – H.S.)
Then Jesus closes His instructions on prayer with these astounding words:
· for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen!  Jesus is showing us that we begin our prayers with praise and worship and end our prayers with praise and worship.  He again directs our attention to the kingdom of God, reminding us that the kingdom belongs to God.  Or the world that we live in, ultimately belongs to God and He will do with it what He choices.  He reminds us that the people in the kingdom, which are us, belongs to God.  We don’t belong to ourselves, but we belong to Him.  He will take care of us.  He will bless us and He will keep us.  And that no matter what is going on in this world, “He will never leave nor forsake us…”  (Aren’t you glad about that?)  Remind yourself of this when you pray.  (comments – H.S.)

Then Jesus reminds us that the God we serve is all powerful.  Turn to Ps. 62:11  “God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God.”  Praise the Lord and Thank you Jesus!!!  All power belongs to God!  He is sovereign and He is in control.  No matter who is in political office, no matter who is the boss on the job, or who is the CEO of the company, no matter who seems to control the worlds wealth, our God reigns.  Hallelujah!  Again, remind yourself of this when you pray.  Speak to God and yourself about the power of God.  Know that you don’t serve a weak, puny God who can’t beat his way out of a paper bag.  But you serve a powerful omniscient God!
But not only does the kingdom and the power belongs to God, but the glory does as well.  
Matt. 5:16  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and GLORIFY your Father which is in heaven.”  We are to pray that our lives will bring glory to God.  We are to pray that everything we do will bring glory to God.  We are to pray that everything that we think on will bring glory to God.  And we are to pray that everything that we say will bring glory to God.  Amen!
This is how Jesus says that we are to pray.  Follow His instructions and see the power in your prayers being manifested in your life and in the lives of others.  Now don’t forget to prime the pump of what you have received this morning, with additional Word all week and watch the power of God flow in your life.  Hallelujah!

Come back next week, to learn more about prayer.  Because remember, prayer is to your spiritual life as blood is to your physical life.  Amen!
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