THREE FACES OF FAITH
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 6:5-13
This morning we are going to be talking about the “Three Faces of Faith.”  Now the thought may come to some of your minds that I have already preached sermons on faith.  While this is true, faith is essential to our Christian walk and we need to understand what faith is as much as possible.  The reason for this is because God tells us in Heb. 10:38  “…the just shall live by faith…” and Heb. 11:6  “…but without faith it is impossible to please God…”  Now if God says that we as born-again believers are suppose to live by faith, I would dare say that we have to understand faith and practice faith in order to live by it.  And if God says that it is impossible to please Him without faith and every believer professes that they want to live a life that is pleasing to God, then faith is an area that needs to be delved into.  We are going to examine this familiar story in John concerning Jesus feeding the multitude with five barley loaves and two small fish to discover the three faces of faith.
In our text Jesus had just finished ministering to the sick, healing those who were diseased.  Exhausted after ministering to so many people, Jesus and His disciples cross over the sea of Galilee to get to the other side.  They head up into the mountains to try and find a quiet spot to rest.  As they sat there, Jesus looks up over the horizon and He sees the great crowd of people coming to Him.  You see the people had been following Him because of the miracles that they had seen him perform.  And when they saw Him get on the boat to cross over to the other side, they didn’t allow this to stop them.  They were so eager to be in His presence that they rushed around the lake by foot.  The journey was about nine miles.  When Jesus saw that they had not just stopped on the other side of the lake but continued after Him, His heart was filled with compassion and His heart was filled with THEIR need.  What do I mean by this?  These people were not just following him now, they had been following Him as He had travelled through the area.  And Jesus knew that they were now tired and hungry.  (Doesn’t it amaze you that Jesus is concerned even when you miss just one meal?)  He turns to Philip and ask him what seems to be a ridiculous question.  “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”
Scripture tells us that Jesus asked him this to test Philip’s faith.  And Philip’s reply reveals to us ‘one’ of the faces of faith.  He said (NIV)  v. 7 “Eight months wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite.”  Whether they had that much in their treasury or whether Philip just pulled this figure out of the air, he is saying that even if they had a large amount it would not be enough to feed the crowd.  What is the face of faith that Philip is revealing?  It is a pessimistic faith.  A pessimistic faith sees money and human resources as their source of supply.  If there is not enough money or human resources then the pessimistic faith sees the situation as hopeless.  It can only see the impossibility of the situation.  When a problem arises, their immediate response is to only see the problem, instead of seeing the possibility.  It does not see the opportunity for the power of God to be revealed in handling the situation.  The pessimistic faith forgets how God has handled seemingly impossible situations in the past.  A pessimistic faith feels that the problem is too big for God to handle or too little for God to be interested in.  (comments – H.S.)  As we look at this particular face of faith, we need to ask ourselves, “Is this the kind of faith that I am operating in?”  When a problem arises in your life is your first reaction to look at the impossibility of the situation or to look to God.  If your money is low and you have no one to turn to that can or will supply your need, do you throw your hands up in despair?  Or do you trust God?  Remember I told you as we started this sermon that God said, ‘without faith it is impossible to please Him.’  And we can not please God with a pessimistic, unbelieving faith.  When a problem arises does it cause you to despair, or do you rejoice because once again you can prove God to be faithful!!!  PTL!
Back to our text.  Jesus asked Philip this question because He wanted to reveal to Philip where his faith level was.  When Jesus asked this question of where they could buy food for the crowd, one of the other disciples immediately went out on a ‘search and find mission.’  He comes back and in his answer we see the second face of faith revealed.  Vs. 8-9  “Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  Here we see an optimistic but questioning faith.  It is a hopeful faith but a faith that still questions the results.  Andrew had went out looking for food.  He had found a boy who had the foresight to bring a lunch.  Now it was not a fancy lunch.  Scripture says it was five barley loaves.  Barley bread was the bread of the poor, the very cheapest bread that could be made or brought.  It was anything but a delicacy.  The two fish were even ‘small.’  But optimistic faith took what he had found, the boy and his food—to the Lord.  An optimistic faith lays what it has before the Lord.  No matter how little the resources or how poor the quality, it is all laid before the Lord for His use.  (comments – H.S.)
But the optimistic faith, still had questions.  And my brothers and sisters in Christ, you need to know that it is alright to ask the Lord questions.  There is a great chasm between asking the Lord questions and questioning the Lord.  Sometimes we ask the Lord questions because we just don’t understand.  Sometimes we ask the Lord questions because we need answers, we need directions.  Sometimes we ask the Lord questions just because we need peace of mind.  God doesn’t mind you asking Him questions, it’s the manner in which you ask them that makes a difference.  On the other hand, questioning the Lord involves your questioning or doubting his ability or desire to do something about the situations.  This is the kind of questioning that ‘I believe’ ruffles God’s feathers.  (so the speak.)  You see the difference was if Andrew had found the boy with the lunch and just left him where he found him.  Doubting faith would have thought – ‘what’s the point.’  He could have left him there because he didn’t think that Jesus could use such meager provisions.  But he didn’t!  Even though he had questions, he still brought what he had found and ‘symbolically’ lay them at Jesus’ feet!  This is what Jesus wants each of us to do.  Give Him what you have.  It may be small, it may not be worth much in the eyes of the world.  But remember that old cliché ‘little in the hands of God, is a lot.’

So far we have seen the two faces of faith, pessimistic faith, optimistic and questioning faith.  So what is the third face of faith?  Let’s look at the rest of this text.  Notice when Andrew ask Jesus the question, ‘how far will this little bit go among so many,’ that Jesus didn’t even address or acknowledge the question.  Look at vss. 10-13  (KJV)  “Jesus said, ‘Make the men (people) sit down.  Now there was much grass in the place.  So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.  And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.  When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.  Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.”  Here we see the third face of faith.  It is a ‘positive, unswerving faith.’

When Andrew brought the boy with his lunch to Jesus, Jesus never said a negative or complaining word.  (comments – H.S.)  He simply took what was given to him and began to praise and thank God the Father for it.  He didn’t make excuses as to why the quantity was so small or why the quality was so poor.  He simply gave thanks for what He had, trusting God to meet the need of the hour.  This is all that any of us can do.  This is all that God expects us to do.  If we give, God will do the rest.  So many people are holding on to what they have, frantically try to get more and more.  While we have a world of people who are reeling in the desperation of hunger & disease, war & death, sin & evil, and we sit back doing nothing.  Believing the lie of the enemy that what we have to give is so small it won’t make any difference.   But, praise the Lord, not so with our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.
Here we see Jesus demonstrating the third face of faith, a face of positive, unswerving faith.  He takes what had been given to Him and He gives it others to help Him in meeting the need.  Can you see the impact and the magnitude of His faith as He does this?  Notice that Jesus took what was given to Him and gave it to His disciples, then His disciples gave it to the waiting people.  Jesus was showing that the disciples were essential in meeting the needs of the people.  This is the same principal that God uses today.  He didn’t rain bread down from heaven to feed the people.  He took what was given to Him to give to his disciples.  Again, He still does this.  He takes what we give to Him, then He blesses it, gives it back to us and then we are to give others in need.  If the disciples had taken what Jesus gave to them and hoarded it for themselves that would have been the end of the blessing.  They would have still had what they started off with, five loaves of bread and two fish.  But as they gave away what was given to them is how they received their blessing.  What do I mean?  Look at what happened after everyone, including the disciples had eaten their fill.
When they gathered up what was left, there was twelve baskets full of bread left over.  Why twelve?  Because there was twelve disciples who had willing and obediently did what the Lord had asked of them.  Everyone of them had a supply that would last him for several days!  I have heard people ask the question when did the miracle occur that Jesus took five loaves and two fish and fed over 5,000 people.  And knowing that some of the people may have brought their family, a wife and several children, it is not impossible to believe that over 15,000 people were feed that day.  I believe that the increase occur as each disciple gave away what was given to them!  (comments – H.S.)
We have seen the three faces of faith in this short text.  Pessimistic faith, optimistic and questioning faith and positive, unswerving faith.  The last face of faith is where God wants to ultimately get each one of us to.  Notice that even though Philip had started off with pessimistic faith, Andrew had optimistic, yet questioning faith, each of then were still willing to stand on Jesus’ positive, unswerving faith.  What should that teach us?  That even though our faith may not be as strong as it should be, we can still trust Jesus when He tells us to do something.  We can stand on His faith and watch God perform miracles in our lives.  Someone may be asking how can you stand on Jesus’ faith.  Before I answer that, there was another question from last week’s sermon that needs to be addressed and answered.  I had two people mention to me about how a Scripture was to burst in your spirit and become a reality inside of you.  Remember, TGIF, thank God I’m free, thank God I’m forgiven.   TGIF will become a reality inside of you as you search the Scriptures concerning your freedom and your forgiveness.  And then you meditate on the Scriptures, chewing on them, digesting them, allowing them to become a part of you.  Then they will burst inside of you as reality.  Amen!  Amen!
Now to the question as to how we can stand on Jesus’ faith.  The answer is simple, by doing exactly what Philip, Andrew and the other disciples did.  You can stand on Jesus’ faith by doing what He tells you to do, whether you understand it or not.  You can stand on His faith by being obedient to His Word.  Remember that old cliché, “God said it, I believe it and that settles it.”  Well standing on Jesus faith involves making a change in that statement, i.e., “God said it, that settles it, whether I believe it or not!”  Standing on Jesus faith, is how you will go from pessimistic faith, to optimistic faith and then finally your faith will grow to positive, unswerving faith.  Positive, unswerving faith is the faith that the ‘just’ are to live by.  Positive, unswerving faith is the faith that is pleasing to God!!!  Stand on the same kind of faith that Jesus had and give to God of your resources, allow God to bless it and give it back to you so that you can use it for others and then watch Him burst His blessings into your lives.  Amen!  Amen  The three faces of faith.  Which face is yours.
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