JEHOVAH QANNA, JEALOUS GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Exodus 34:14-17

God wants you to get to know Him better.  As I stated last week, many people know ABOUT God but they don’t know Him in an intimate and personal way.  We just finished a series, learning about the God the Holy Spirit and the power that is available for us through Him.  Last week we started learning more about God the Father, the Almighty One.  We saw last week that one of the names for God is Jehovah-Jireh, the God who will provide.  We saw last week that God will provide whatever it is that you stand in need of because that is just who He is, Jehovah-Jireh, our provider.  (comments – H.S.)
This morning we are going to look at another name for God that is not so familiar.  And that is Jehovah-Qanna (kan-naw’).  Qanna means jealous.  This name occurs 6 times in the Old Testament.  The fundamental meaning relates to a marriage relationship.  God, in this text, is depicting Himself as Israel’s husband.  God uses some very strong language in this text warning them against making a covenant with the pagans of the land and start “whoring” after their gods.  (comments – H.S.)
God says that not only is His Name Qanna but His very nature itself is Qanna.  He is a jealous God!!!  Now, normally, when we think of the word jealous, it conjures up all kind of negative images in our heart and mind.  People are jealous of their husbands, wives, etc.  Children may be jealous of their siblings.  Someone may by jealous over someone else’s home, car, job, etc.  But when God tells us that His Name is Jehovah-Qanna, that His Name is Jealous; you got to understand the context of what He means.
Perhaps the simplest way that I can put it is that God is not jealous OF you, but He is jealous FOR you!  There is a great difference!  (comments – H.S.)  The reason that God was telling these Israelite people, and us, that He doesn’t want us to have any false gods in our lives is because He wants nothing but the best for us.  His being jealous has nothing to do with benefiting Him.  But it has everything to do with benefiting us!  God is a jealous God and He is not willing that we allow anyone or anything to take His place in our hearts.  Why?  Because no one or nothing else can take care of, satisfy, or give meaning to life the way that God can!
God is jealous for you, He wants to protect and provide for you.  He does not want any hurt, harm or danger to destroy you, to draw you away from Him.  His Name is Jehovah-Qanna (kan-naw’), His Name is Jealous.  Perhaps another way to explain this is to use the word zealous.  God is zealous for you, He is on fire for you, and He is passionate in His love and concern for you.  You say how do I know that God is passionately in love with you?  Just take a look at the cross, take a look at Jesus suffering and dying there.  Why do you think that Jesus death and suffering is called the “passion of Christ!”  Because it reveals without a shadow of doubt how passionately God loves you and me!!!!

God has a right to expect total devotion and dedication from us.  Look what He had done to obtain our salvation.  God has every right to say that His Name is Jealous.  He doesn’t want you following after other gods, or following after the world because He is concerned about Himself, but because He is concerned about you and me!  God doesn’t want us following after other gods because it actuality He knows that there is NO OTHER God but Him.  He knows that it is all nothing but the trappings of the devil, to lure you away from God so that he can destroy you!

Remember Jesus tells us in John 10:10  “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:  I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  (comments – H.S.)
Every commandment that God has placed in His Word is not designed to bind you up and keep you from enjoying life.  They are designed to protect us and to draw us closer to the Lord.
· When God tells us not to get involved in pre-marital sex it is not become He wants to keep something good from you.  God wants to keep you from becoming pregnant when you are still a child yourself.  God wants to keep you from having to struggle as a single-parent.  He is trying to keep you from getting sexually transmitted diseases.  He wants to keep you from being scarred from having one sexual partner after another.  And whether you want to admit it our not – it does scar you in one way or another.  God wants you to keep yourself pure, first of all for Him and then ultimately for your marriage partner.  God is Jehovah-Qanna, He is jealous FOR you because He wants nothing but the best in your life.
· When God tells us in His Word not to cheat or steal, it’s not because He doesn’t want you to have any excitement in life.  But He is trying to keep you out of prison!
· When God tells us to honor our bodies as His temple and not to abuse it with drugs or alcohol, it’s not because He doesn’t want you to reach some artificial high.  But it is because He doesn’t want you to destroy your body and your life.
· Whenever God tells you to love that person that you think is unlovable, it is not because God is trying to make things difficult for you.  But it is because God knows that “love covers a multitude of sin.”  (comments – H.S.)
· When God tells us to “turn the other cheek” it is not because He wants to make life impossible for us.  But because He is trying to build up his character in us!!!  Whatever God’s commands are they are designed for our good because God wants nothing but the best for us!!!  He is Jealous FOR US!
Let me give you some examples of how passionately God loves us:  Turn to:

· Jeremiah 31:3  “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:  therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.  (comments – H.S.)

Because God loves us so much, look at the heritage that He has for us!

· Isaiah 54:17  “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.  (comments – H.S.)
· Romans 5:8  “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  (That’s ultimate love!)  (comments – H.S.)
What should our response be knowing just how much God loves us?  Our response shows that we passionately love Him right back!  We should want to serve Him and live for Him all the days of our lives!!!  And when we do, oh, what joy and blessings will flow in and through us.
BUT!!!  Yes, there is a but.  But if we reject Him, look at what He says in Deut. 4:24  “For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.  Psalm 7:11(b)  God is angry with the wicked every day.  And we know that Scripture teaches us that it “is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an angry God!”  Amen!  God is Jehovah-Qanna, His Name is Jealous!  And He is jealous FOR YOU!!!
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