GLORIFYING GOD

PRAYER

All of us know that life can be rough at times.  And that some things can occur in life that leaves us stunned and bewildered.  Things can happen if life that leaves us with more questions than answers.  And then things also happen that not only bewilder us but hurts us so badly that we start to question the meaning and purpose of life.  These events can make you question what life is all about in the first place.  It can make you question why we are even here, what is the purpose of life?  We’re born, and then we live a certain amount of years.  Years that are filled with some joy, but also with struggle and pain.  And then we die.  So what is the purpose?  When I thought about that question – the words of Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven Life” sprang to my mind, “It’s not about you!”  God has shown me personally that the purpose of our lives is definitely not about us (even though we think it is).
God has sent me here today to bring you some good news.  What is that good news?  The good news is that He is going to answer your question as to what is the meaning and purpose of life so that you will never have to ask that question again.  The meaning and purpose of our lives is to GLORIFY GOD!  (comments – H.S.)
You may ask the question – ‘how is my life to glorify God?”  There are five arenas that we are to glorify God in and we are going to look at them, step by step.  The first way that we are to glorify God is by living a life of:

· Praise.  Turn to Heb. 13:15  “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.  God wants us as His people to live a life of praise, worship and thanksgiving.
Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, do you see the need for this in your life.  So often our lives are full of criticism, complaining and bemoaning what we do have or what we don’t have.  But our lives are not to be filled with so many negativisms.  Notice what God tells us in this verse – He tells us to offer the sacrifice of praise.  Using the word ‘sacrifice’ gives us a double meaning to praising.  First it means that our praise is to be offered to God as a sacrifice much like the animal sacrifices that were made to God in the Old Testament.  Scripture says that as the sacrifices were offered up to God, they were a sweet smelling fragrance in His nostrils.

That how our sacrifices, the fruit of our lips are suppose to be, a sweet smelling fragrance in His nostrils.  But I am afraid that when some people offer their praises up to God, they suffer from halitosis (bad breath); which makes their praises anything but sweet smelling to God.  What do I mean?  Turn to James 3:8-10  “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  Therewith bless we God, even the Father, and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing, My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” 
Does this show you how we can suffer from halitosis when we offer our praises to God?  When we offer are sacrifices of praise to God our mouth often have been polluted because of the negative and harmful things that we have spoken out of our mouths.  Then the praises become a stench in the nostrils of God.

Remember I told you that the use of the word ‘sacrifice’ in reference to our praises had a two-fold meaning.  The first, as we have already looked at, has to do with our sacrifices being a sweet smelling fragrance in God’s nostrils.

The second has to do with the other meaning of sacrifice, the meaning of doing something when you don’t want to or when it is inconvenient for you.  Doing something when you don’t feel like it. So God is tell us that we are to praise Him when we feel like it and when we don’t feel like it.  When things are going bad and when things are going good.  Also note that our Scripture in Hebrews said to offer the ‘sacrifice of praise continually.’  It is not a sometime thing, it is to be a way of life.  Remember the purpose of our life is to bring glory to God.  And we glorify God through living a life of praise, no matter what!!!
So what is the next arena in which we are to glorify God?  Turn to:

· Matt.  5:16  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  We glorify God through the good works that we do.

Let me ask you a question.  Does your work glorify God?  Now I know immediately someone started thinking about their secular job.  And even though the job you do at work is suppose to glorify God; wait a minute, someone is asking what does that mean?  Remember when Jesus said in Col. 3:17  “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  (comments – H.S.)  That means that yes, the job that we do at work is to also bring glory to God.  But the works that God is talking about in Matthew is more than that.

It is speaking of the good works you do in His Name.  Remember when Jesus said, “I was hungry and you feed me, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was naked and you clothed me.  And the disciples asked “Lord, when did we see you hungry, thirsty or naked,’ and Jesus said when you did it for the least of these my children, you did it unto me.”  That’s the works that God is talking about, when you glorifying Him by reaching out a helping hand to others in need.  God is also talking about when you work for Him in church, singing on the choir, serving on the board, etc.  He is talking about serving Him with your self and with your substance.  He is saying that working for Him and serving Him is to be a life-style, not just something you occasionally do because the Pastor roped you into it.
Notice what the verse says, it says “Let you light so shine so that men see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  God is to get the glory from what you do.  Remember this sermon is about glorifying God.  So don’t do things expecting or wanting praise from men.  But do it for the glory and the praise of God!!!
What is the third arena that we are to glorify God in?  Turn to:
· John 15:8  “Herein is my Father GLORIFIED, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”  We glorify God through fruit-bearing.  God is a fruit-inspector and He is looking for fruit from our lives.
In our Saturday Bible Study, we are studying the fruits of the Spirit.  And we know that Gal. 5:22-23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance…”  These are things that God expects to see manifested in our lives as born-again believers.  Notice that John 15:8 says that we are to “bear” fruit.  Bearing in this sense means to ‘give birth to.’  At conversion, God the Holy Spirit, impregnated us with these things – but it is up to us to give birth to them.  I can’t go into each of these right now because of time.  It suffices to say that when we bear these fruits:  love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance (self-control), we bring glory to God. And that is the purpose of your life.

But another arena of fruit-bearing that God expects to see in your life is that of ‘birthing other sheep into the kingdom of God.’  Remember God refers to us as the ‘sheep of His pasture and Himself as being the shepherd.  And I know that you do know that it is the job of the sheep to birth other sheep and not the shepherd.  (comments – H.S.)
The purpose of our lives is to bring God glory.  Another arena in which we glorify God is found in:

· Romans 15:6  “That ye may with one mind and one mouth GLORIFY God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  How do we glorify God according to this verse?  By spiritual unity.  By being ‘one’ in the Lord.

Oh, how it most break the heart of our God to see so much disharmony in the midst of those who go by the Name of Christ.  Before Jesus’ death He prayed to the Father in John 17:22(b)  “…that they may be one, even as we are one.”  (comments – H.S.)  How do we expect to win the world for Christ, when half of the time we can’t get along with one another.  Inside of individual churches there are factions and division.  This person not speaking to the other, one person thinking they are better than someone else, people being jealous and envious, some holding grudges and unforgiveness in their hearts. 
Gal 5:15  “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.”  Or in other words this is saying that if we bite and devour one another, we are biting and devour are own flesh.  How?  Because we are all part of one body, the body of Christ!!!  We just sang this morning, “We are One in the Spirit.”  We have got to make this truth not just a song, but a reality in our lives.
God wants us to be of one mind and one mouth.  WOW!!!  I don’t know how long it would take me to do a sermon on that.  We always think of being one heart and one mind.  But God says here, one mind and one mouth.  Can you imagine that!!!  Christians all speaking the same message and all on one accord!!!   (comments – H.S.)
I told you that there were five arenas in which we were to glorify God in our lives.  We have look at the arenas of praise, good works, fruit-bearing, and spiritual unity.  So what is the fifth and final arena?  Turn to:

- I Corinthians 6:20  “For ye are bought with a price:  therefore GLORIFY God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  The fifth arena is consecration.
Consecrating your body and spirit to God for His use.  Now stop and take an inward look inside of yourself for a moment.  Then ask yourself the question, “am I glorifying God with my body?”  Do the things I do with my body glorify God?  Does the way that I carry myself glorify God?  Does the way that I dress glorify God?  Do the things I put inside of my body glorify God?
So many people think that it doesn’t matter what goes on, on the outside of the body.  They say that it is just important what goes on in the inside.  They say thinks like, ‘well, God knows my heart that all that matters.’  There use to be a teaching like that called Gnosticism.  It taught that it didn’t matter what you did with the body:   abuse, sexual sin, lust in any form.  Because you would eventually die and your body would return to dust.  It only mattered what you did with the spirit because that was the part of you that went to heaven to live eternally.   And people have believed that lie that was spawn in the pit of hell.  Notice that this test says, ‘glorify God in your BODY and in your SPIRIT.”   (comments – H.S.)  What is the reason we are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit?  This Scripture says it is because we have been “bought with a price…and our bodies BELONG to God!”  Hallelujah!!!  (comments – H.S.)
The reason that God allowed you to be born, the reason that He placed you on this earth, the reason that He allows you to still exist is so that you will bring glory to His Name.  This is your purpose in life; this is my purpose in life.  God has given us five arenas in which to glorify Him.  I pray that you will start living, not to please yourself, but that you will start living so that your life with glorify Him!  Amen!!!
PRAYER
INVITATIONAL HYMN
