RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 1:8, 13(a)-14, 2:1-4

Before Jesus ascended back to heaven, He had commanded His disciples to return to Jerusalem.  He told them to stay there until they received the promise given to them of the Father.  We know this promise that they were to wait for was the promise of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus had talked to them many times about the coming of the Holy Spirit. Matter of fact, previously when they had been sorrowful about Jesus impending death and departure; He had told them that it was expedient for them that He go away.  Because He knew the Holy Spirit could not begin His reign until after Jesus’ departure.
The reason Jesus said that it was expedient for them for Him to go away was because when Jesus entered into this earth realm, He had limited Himself.  He had confined Himself within a physical body and because of this limitation; He could only be in one place at a time.  But when the Holy Spirit came, because He was Spirit, He could be in all places at all times!  He could be in San Francisco ministering to you and in South America ministering to someone else!
Jesus told them to tarry in Jerusalem until they had received power from on high!  Now, you may ask yourself the question – ‘what did they need power for?’  They needed power because they were going to be God’s witnesses to the world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  They were being sent into a world where people would not easily believe the story of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection.  They were being sent into a world whose minds were blinded where they would not readily accept the fact that Jesus had died for their sin.  Or that they needed to repent, believe and be saved.  So God needed to give them of His power, giving them miraculous signs and wonders to show that truly they knew God personally for themselves.
Matter of fact Acts 17:6(b) “…These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.”  These are not the words of other believers; these are the words of their enemies.  And even they had to confess that through the power of the Holy Spirit – this motley crew of men – were turning the world upside down for Christ.  Now, that’s power!!!  This power was not only needed by the disciples, this power was not only needed by the early church but this power is needed by us today!
Last week, God through the power of the Holy Spirit, showed us just a few of the advantages of having Him in our lives.  This morning we are going to talk about how to RECEIVE the Holy Spirit.   Turn to:  Acts 2:37-38  “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
The first thing that you must do is to have repented of your sins and have asked Jesus to come into your heart to save you.  (comments – H.S.)  This is a prerequisite for anyone who wants to receive the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  The Holy Spirit can not and will not live within an unclean vessel.  (comments – H.S.)
The second thing that you must do is to have a desire to walk closer with the Lord.  You want the Baptism of the Holy Spirit because you want more and more of God in your lives.  You are not seeking after the gift but the giver.  (comments – H. S.)
Turn to Acts 19:l-7  “And it came to pass, that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus; and find certain disciples.  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?  And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Hoy Ghost.  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized?  And they said, Unto John’s baptism.  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  And al the men were about twelve.”
Notice this Scripture says that Paul came to Ephesus:

· He found some believers in Christ.  These people were already saved.  But when they heard that there was more that they could receive in Christ, they didn’t say ‘oh, we’re satisfied with where we are with the Lord.  As long as I know I’m saved that’s all I’m interested in.”
· When they heard the words of Paul they, too, were pricked in their heart and wanted more of Christ and asked for it.  Paul laid hands on them and they received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speak in tongues.
The third thing you must do is to realize that receiving the Holy Spirit involves obedience.
Turn to Acts 1:12(a)  “Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet.”  Jesus had told them before His ascension – “return to Jerusalem.’  As soon as He had disappeared out of sight that is exactly what they did.  They didn’t sit around discussing what they had seen.  They didn’t say, ‘let’s go home first and get a change of clothes.’  No, immediately, they did what Jesus had commanded them because they wanted more of Him.  If you desire to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit you must be willing to be obedient to do what God tells you to do.  And you must be willing to go where God tells you to go.
Notice the next thing that they did verse 14  “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”  Scripture says that they were of one accord in prayer and supplication.  This means that they were praying with singleness of heart and mind.  They were all praying, desiring the same thing.
It’s like the Scripture in Matt. 18:19  “… if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.”   So many people use this verse erroneously.  They think it means physically touching.  But it is talking about spiritually touching – where you are on one accord.  If you want the Baptism of the Holy Spirit individually, you must desire and pray for Him to come and to anoint you.  If we want the Baptism of the Holy Spirit corporately then we all must be in one accord as we pray.  (comments – H.S.)
The final thing that must be done is based on Acts 2:1-4  “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.   And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filed with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
The final thing was that they waited!  They waited standing on the promise of Jesus!  They waited one day, nothing happened.  They waited three days, nothing happened.  They waited seven days, nothing happened.  They could have gotten discouraged, gotten up and went home.  But they knew that the promises of God are true, so still they waited.  They were willing to wait and not to run ahead of God!!!  And oh, on that tenth day, how they rejoiced and the power of the Holy Spirit filled their lives, men and women.  They were never the same again.
· They received power to witness for Christ.  And people were saved!

· They received power to live in accordance with God’s Word.
· They received holy boldness to speak, knowing that it was God speaking in and through them.
· They received power to heal the sick, cast out demons, and raise the dead.
· They received power to stand up under persecution, believing that it was simply another opportunity for God to work in their lives.
· They received revelation, wisdom and knowledge whereby the Word of God became a reality in their lives.  So that they could expound on the Word with power, conviction and authority.
· They receive power to forgive others when they hurt and abused them.
· And they received power to walk and live in the love of God!!!
· Finally they received the gift of tongues, where they could pray, sing and worship God in Spirit and in Truth.  Hallelujah!
These and so much more is what they received AFTER the Holy Ghost had come upon them.  The question for you today is are you ready now to receive this same power?
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