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The Church of Ephesus - The Loveless Church

PRAYER

Scripture: Rev. 1:20-27

This morning we are going to begin our series on the seven churches in the book of Revelations. Last week God showed us some great promises that He wants to extend to every believer. We saw that God intends for us to live a blessed life. He showed us that blessings BELONG to us if we hear, read and obey the teachings that are contained in this book. God showed us where He wants us to live in His grace and peace. To live a life of peace “that surpasses all understanding.” We saw where God has called us to be kings and priests in this earth realm. We saw where God has us in training now to become kings and queens in His kingdom. And we saw where God expects us to live each day looking forward to the imminent return of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.
Now if we are honest with ourselves – some of us would have to admit that we are NOT living the BLESSED life, we are NOT living moment by moment in God’s grace and peace. We are not living as though we are already priests and kings, and we are not living – looking forward to the imminent return of Christ. In fact, if we are truly honest, some of you would have to admit that you are DREADING the return of Christ. So the question is WHY are we not experiencing the blessings and the joy that God says belongs to us as believers in Christ? I believe the answer lies in the letter to these seven churches listed in this book. Now before I can give you the answer, there are some facts that you need to know to understand these letters. So I would ask you to write them down.

1) The person whose “right hand” is mentioned in verse 20 is none other that our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.

2) The seven stars mentioned as being in the right hand of Jesus – are the ministers of the seven churches. The ones who are to preach and proclaim the Word of God. Just as a little side note-that is why God tells us in His Word, “touch not my anointed and do my prophets no harm.” Because we are in the hands of God and we are “protected and covered by God.” Also, as another side note – this is also a warning for all who claim to be called a preacher – because we are also accountable to God.

3) The seven golden lampstands – represented the seven churches. And the reason that God refers to the church as being a lampstand – is because we are to be a light to the communities in which we live. And because the church is to be a light to the world that is lost in the darkness of sin. And notice Scripture says in Chapter 2 verse 1 that “Christ WALKS in the midst of the seven lampstands/churches.”

4) Notice the number “seven” being used over and over again. Prayerfully you remember from last week that the number seven has a special meaning in the Bible. It means completeness, wholeness, and perfection. So when God sends His message to these “seven” churches – they are symbolic of ALL churches throughout the ages.

5) The Nicolaitans in verse 6 – are people who taught that in our Christian walk that it was only our “spirit” that is important, that our physical bodies were not. This meant that it did not matter what did with the body as long as your spirit was secure with the Lord. You could do anything and everything that your heart desired in satisfying your body, because when you died your body simply turned to dust-that it was your spirit that would go to heaven. Notice God’s says that He “hated” this teaching.

Now that we have gotten the “players”, so to speak identified lets go on with our lesson. I asked the question why it was that some of us are not living the “blessed” life that God promised to us. Let’s look at this first church and see if we can identify what the problem is. 

The first letter was written to the church in Ephesus. At that time Ephesus was the capital of Asia Minor. It was a prosperous city and was one of the three most influential cities in the eastern part of the Roman Empire. The temple of Diana, one of the ancient wonders of the world was located in this city, and one of the major industries there was the manufacturing of images and this goddess. So the church of Ephesus was founded in the midst of a city that was known for its idol worship.

The church has started off small, earlier when the Apostle Paul had visited there – he has found only twelve believers there. And he had warned them to beware of false teachers who would come into their midst and try to draw them away from the faith. And the people heeded his warning and the church started to grow. When God starts this letter off, He commends these people for their Christian growth.

· He tells them that He knows “their works.” He knows how they have worked and labored for the Lord. The Greek word for works here means to labor to the point of weariness, sweat and exhaustion. This was a church where the people believed in “working for the Lord.” (comments – H.S.)

· Next God commends them for how they have “patience.” This means that they have patiently endured for the Lord. Standing firm against all the temptation and trials of life. This church was steadfast in studying and proclaiming the gospel and in ministering to the needs of the needy. Wow! (comments – H.S.)

· Next God commends them because they “could not bear them that were evil.” This is referring to people who lived for the world instead of living for God. Remember the Nicolaitans. (comments – H.S.)

· God commends them for “testing those who say they are apostles.” This means if someone came into their fellowship claiming to be a preacher or a teacher, they were put to the test. If a teacher confessed that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, had come in the flesh, he was accepted and allowed to preach. If he denied that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh, he was not allowed to teach. (comments – H.S.)

· God says that this church has “borne, had patience, worked and not fainted.” The church had born up under all situations and not given up, simply for the sake of Christ’s Name.

Again, I have to say Wow! This is a beautiful picture of what I would call a true church, and church that has surrendered itself totally and completely to the Lord Jesus Christ. It appears to be the picture of a church that is loyal and devoted to Christ. But as we all know appearances can be deceiving. There is one thing lacking, one devastating and destructive thing that looms large in the life of the church. And we see ever so clearly in verse 4, “Nevertheless, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left they first love.” It’s like God has dropped a bomb in the midst of these people. All these wonderful things the Lord has just said about these people and with one devastating blow – God has blown them all to smithereens.

God says that despite all the “good” that they had been doing “that they lost their first love.” And this – my brothers and sisters in Christ, is the first part of the answer as to why some of you are not living the blessed life, the life of grace and peace, the life of being a king and a priest, and a joyful life expecting the imminent return of Christ!!! You say, Pastor, how can this be? And what does this mean when God told these people that they had lost their first love, after all the wonderful things that He said that they were doing – how can He possibly now say that they had “lost their first love.”

The answer is that they were doing the right thing – but they were doing them for the wrong reasons. Perhaps a better way of putting it would be that they were simply “going through the motions.” Think about some relationship that you may be in now, or some relationship that you used to be in, or perhaps some relationship that you know someone else in currently going through. You (or they) are in this relationship but there is no passion, there is no zeal, you doing the right things but there is no feeling behind it. Think about when you first fell in love. How you waited for the phone to ring, hoping the other person would be on the end of the line. Think about how you would have long conversations with them-talking about anything and everything. Think about how it felt when you were in their embrace and the feel of their hands caressing your body. Think about how soft their lips felt when they were pressed against yours. And then think about how your passion and desire would rise up inside of you. And all you wanted to do was to please them and to make them happy. 

And then time went by and for whatever reason, things began to change. No longer did the sound of their voice please you – but the sound of their voice often grated on your last nerve. No longer did you long for their touch, but rather said “leave me alone, or don’t touch me.” No longer did their kiss start your head swimming, but simply became two pieces of meat pressed together. Yes, you still came together, but you were simply going through the motions. Well, this is what God is saying about the church in Ephesus and this is what God is saying about some of you!!

Remember when you first gave your life to Christ-the excitement that you felt of being forgiven and cleansed of all your sins. Remember the passion that you felt when you thought about Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and all that He has done for you. Remember the joy that you felt at knowing that your name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life – and that one day heaven would be your home. And all you wanted to do was to tell other people about Jesus and what He had done for you. And how if they let Him, He would do the same thing for them. But as time went on, you started taking your relationship with the Lord for granted. Oh, yes, you were still looking for the Lord and doing some good things, but you were working for “work sake” and not our of a zeal and passion for the Lord.

Notice this verse does not say what these people had lost their love, but they had left their first love. There is a difference. Its like in your relationships, its not that you don’t love the person you are with. But that you don’t love them with the passion that you “first” had. You have Left your FIRST love. But not only is this talking about the fact that this church had left their first love for God, but they had left their first love for people. Not only for the unsaved but for the other members of the church. A rupture took place within the church because of criticism, grumbling, jealousy, and a selfish mind. And the members did nothing about it. (comments H.S.) But thank God, even though God said that He had something against them, He doesn’t leave it at that. He offers them a solution.

He say vs. 5 – “Remember therefore from when thou art fallen, and repent,  and do the first works.” This is a formula that you can bring in fixing a relationship, whether it be with your mate, your children, your friends, your pastor, etc. And with our God!

1) With other people – Remember how far you have fallen from. Remember how things were in the beginning and how much they have changed. Remember how “good” your relationship was in the start. With God, Remember the joy of serving Him, remember rejoicing in His presence when you prayed and worshipped. Remember the “thankfulness” that you had in your heart for His love and mercy. Think about the joy that was in your heart when you came into His presence, whether at church or in your own personal prayer life. And then think about how it is when you pray and come into church now. (comments H.S.)

2) Repent. Repentance has to do with a change of heard and mind. Turn away from whatever it is has caused division in your personal relationships here on this earth. And turn away from whatever it is that has drawn you away from loving God totally and completely. (comments H.S.)

3) Third, do the first works that you did. In your personal life, remember the things that you did to win that person in your life in the first place. (comments H.S.) Think back to how you loved to spend time in the Word, talking and communicating with the Lord. So do it again! Set up private times to be alone with the Lord. Talk to Him continuously throughout the day. And listen for His voice and He speaks to you and tries to lead and guide you. (comments H.S.)

Then God gives them a warning and He gives us a warning. He says we need to follow these instructions and do them quickly, or else He is going to come and remove our candlestick (comments H.S.) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Amen!!
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