PORTRAIT OF A FAILURE - 7/16/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  James 1:13-15 & Mark 6:14-29

The title to our sermon this morning is a “Portrait of a Failure.”  We are going to look at someone who ultimately failed in life and failed big time.  And prayerfully as we look at him we will see some pitfalls that we can also avoid in our lives.

As our Scripture text opens, we see that the notoriety and fame of Jesus had spread.  Scripture tells us that even the king of the region Herod Antipas had heard about our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  This is something that is quite unexpected because Jesus never sought the lime-light.  He simply was going about doing what God the Father had ordained for Him to do.  But, as I said, word of His teachings and His mighty miracles was spreading like wild fire.

Now you need to know that often when a person hears about Jesus it will have a strange effect upon them, as we see it does in our text.  When King Herod heard about Jesus - immediately fear gripped His heart.  No, it did not cause Herod to go and want to meet Jesus at this point but hearing about Jesus brought up some old memories that haunted his heart and mind.  In that sense what happened to Herod also often happens to us.  Because my brothers and sisters in Christ, when you hear about Jesus it will reveal to you what is inside of you!

When you hear about Jesus or when you meet Jesus the light of His holiness and purity, the light of His love will reveal the hidden recesses of your heart and mind.  It will reveal the things inside of you that you thought no one else knew about.  It will reveal to you the things that you have buried inside of yourself that you don’t even want to think about any more.

This is exactly what happened to Herod when he heard about Jesus.  Look at vs. 14  “And he said ‘John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.  Vs. 16 “…he said, John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!”
Now do you see why Herod’s heart was gripped by terror when he heard about Jesus!  Fear had gripped his heart and his mind so that he could not think rationally - because he knew that he had executed John the Baptist unjustly!  And the guilt of it had been eating away at him in the inside.  So he thought that Jesus was the reincarnation (which we know is not true) of John the Baptist.  And he thought that John had come back to take vengeance on him because of what he had done!!!

Let me stop hear and tell you the story of the events that had happened to lead up to this point.  Herod Antipas had come from a very dysfunctional family.  His father had been Herod the Great.  Secular history records that Herod the Great murdered many of his own family including his favorite wife (he had ten), her grandfather, her brother, and some of his own children.  On one occasion he had the whole Sanhedrin, the ruling body of the Jewish government, assassinated.  On another occasion he had every notable man in Jerusalem murdered.  This is the same Herod that had all the children under two years old killed at the time of Jesus’ birth - trying to put Jesus to death.

Herod the Great also had another son, named Archelaus.  He became king of Judea after Herod’s death.  He followed in the steps of his father.  Right after assuming the throne, Archelaus had over three thousand of the most influential Jewish people murdered.  This is the family history of the Herod Antipas that our Scripture is talking about today.

Now, I told you all of this to substantiate my statement that he had come from a very dysfunctional family.  He had come from a family whose main interest had been power, wealth, and self-gratification.  Herod had previously been married to the daughter of Aretas, King of the Nabataean Arabs.  On a trip to Rome, he had visited his half-brother and was deeply attracted to his wife, Herodias.  He seduced her and talked her into returning home with him.  When Herod’s own wife discovered his plans, she fled for her life and returned to her father’s home.  (comments - life threatened - H.S.)

· I need to stop here and give you the first point in what caused Herod to fall.  And that is he allowed ‘lust’ to take root in his heart. When lust is conceived - it will give birth to sin.  Lust was conceived in Herod’s heart and it gave birth to sin - sin when Herod put away his first wife.  And sin when he took his brother’s wife to be his own.  Lust can be a fearful task master, because it will not allow you to be satisfied with what you have.  You will always want something or someone different.  And if your lust is for power or prestige or wealth you will always be searching for more.  (comments - H.S.)

· The second point is don’t allow your history, your family history to dictate your future!  Herod had been raised with a father who had ten wives.  And it seemed the norm to him that if he saw another woman that he wanted - to just put the old one aside and take the new one.  The first step in Herod’s failure was that he allowed his family history to define who he became!

If you were raised in a family were your mother or father was promiscuous doesn’t mean that you have to be as well.  If you were raised by someone who was an abuser does not mean that you need to follow in their footsteps.  Don’t allow your past to shape your future.  Use your past as stepping stones to something better - rather than as stumbling blocks that you keep falling over.  (comments - H.S.)

Back to our text, the news of what Herod had done traveled fast!!  When John the Baptist heard was Herod had done, John did not keep silent.  He was not threatened by who this was or the power that they welded!  He started preaching that what John had done was wrong!  He preached against the fact that he abandoned his first wife, and he preached against the fact that he had stolen his own brother’s wife!  Matter of fact, if you look verse 18 up in the Greek tense, you will see that John did not say this just once.  But that he kept saying it over and over again!

And notice that John just didn’t preach this message to other people, he preached this message to Herod himself.  Because vs. 18 “For John said unto Herod, it is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife.”  You say, “Pastor, how did John preach this message to Herod, did he go to the palace.”  No!  Herod came to hear him!  Even with being raised in a dysfunctional family, Herod still knew the difference between right and wrong.  Herod had a sensitive conscience and he had a hunger to know the truth about God.

Herod was drawn to John, he was drawn to his preaching and teaching.   Matter of fact, look at vs 20 (b)  “…and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.”  In the KJV it says, “he did many things’, but the NIV says, ‘he was greatly puzzled.”  In the original Aramaic it means that he was ‘perplexed.’  He had a battle going on in the inside of him!  There was a conflict between his admiration of John, his belief in his preaching and teaching, and Herod’s sinful relationships.  This kept him in a state of inner turmoil!  Nevertheless, Scripture says he heard him gladly.   Which means he kept coming back over and over again.

This takes us to the next point that helped to develop him into a failure:

· he kept coming back over and over again to hear John preach and teach about God - but he never allowed it to penetrate his heart and his mind in order to change his life.     Don’t allow this to happen you!   Don’t  keep coming back over and over again to hear a preacher preach - simply because you like the way he/she delivers a message, but then you never allow the Word to change your lives!!  (comments - H.S.- itching ears)

Herod had a fondness for John, Scripture says that he respected him because he knew he was a ‘just man and a holy man.’  But his new wife Herodias did not share in his attraction.  Scripture says in vs. 19 “Therefore Herodias has a quarrel against him.”  Literally that means that she ‘continually’ had it in for John.  She was holding a grudge against him.

Now, the question can be asked ‘why did she hold a grudge against him.  All he did was speak the truth.’  And of course, all of us know the answer.  Because none of us want us sin made into public knowledge.  But remember what the Word of God says ‘what is done in the dark will one day be brought to the light.’  (comments - H.S.)  But while none of us want our sins displayed for all the world to see, Herodias went a little over the edge!

Scripture says that she kept trying to think of ways to kill him!  But Herod would not give in, he would not let her.  The most he would give in to at this point was to imprison him - hoping and praying this would satisfy Herodias, but it didn’t!  Over and over again, she tried to think of ways to put John to death- but Herod refused to give in.  But he did keep John in the dank, dark prison for over a year.  Remember this whole mess started with lust, lust for another man’s wife.  And lust gave birth to sin, and sin just kept multiply itself.  Now he has place an innocent man in prison just to placate his wife.  And he salved his conscience by telling himself, ‘well, at least he is still alive.”
Herodias bided her time - until the day that a prime opportunity presented itself.  Herod was having a banquet and he invited all the elite in the governmental, military and social circles of the day.  He followed the Greek custom of celebrating special events with lavish foods, heavy drinking, and suggestive and passionate dancing.  (Sounds like some parties of today doesn’t it?)  Can you see now how this portrait of a failure is making itself plain?  Lust had been conceived and it had given birth to sin, and sin is never satisfied.  It will just take you from one sin to another.  Now who it was that came up with the idea of Herodias’ daughter, Salome, dancing - Scripture does not tell us.  Whether it was Herod’s or Herodias’ - it was a request that normally would have been a slap in the face.  Because these suggestive dances would never have been requested of someone of the royal family.  Normally professional prostitutes did these dances!  But that day, all protocol was tossed to the wind!

Herod was sitting there full of alcohol, he was so stirred with lust and passion for his step-daughter that he offered her anything she wanted, even half his kingdom.  Notice Salome’s dependence upon her mother.  The question can be asked - “did she have some type of lack in her life that she was willing to do anything she could to gain her mother’s approval?”  I don’t know.  When she asked her mother what she should ask for - Herodias’ answer was immediate and forthcoming - the head of John the Baptist on a charger/platter!!!  And she wanted his head not ‘by and by’ as the KJV puts it - but the Aramaic says ‘right now, this instance!’  Herodias wanted this done before Herod could find a ‘politically correct’ way of not keeping his word!

I believe when Herod heard this request that he immediately sobered up.  I believe this request truly pierced him to his heart - but he found it impossible to go back on his oaths before such an august group of people.  It was more important to him to save face than to save the life of God’s prophet.  His pride and weakness would not allow him to go back on his word and lose face with these people, so he buckled under and he did as Salome had requested.  Lust had conceived and given birth to sin.  Sin kept procreating itself.  And remember what Scripture said it says that when sin was finished - it brought forth death.
If you allow sin to continue to give birth in your life - when it is finished with you it will bring forth death.  (comments - H.S. death - relationships, finances, etc.)  Back to our text, I wondered what went through Herod’s heart and his mind as this gruesome sight was brought to him.  I wonder how he slept that night and any night thereafter.

Now do you see why when he heard about Jesus and his preaching and teaching and the mighty works that he was doing, why it reminded him so much of John the Baptist.  Because the memory of what he had done to this holy man of God had been haunting him every since.  What happened in this man’s life that ultimately destroyed him from the inside out?  It had all started with lust, and when lust had its way in his life - it eventually give birth.  What it gives birth to is sin!  If sin has its’ way - it always will lead to death!  And all of this adds up to a ‘portrait of a failure.’

But praise God, there is hope for sinful humankind!  And that hope is Jesus Christ!  He came into this world not only to pay the penalty for our sin but to free us from sins control!  Therefore, if we repent of our sin and ask Jesus to come into our hearts and cleanse us of all unrighteousness, we never have to worry about our face being in a ‘portrait of a failure!’  Thank you Jesus!!!
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