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CHURCH OF SMYRNA – THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE: Rev. 2:8-11

This morning is the second in our series on the seven churches in the Book of Revelation. God has promised us that as we “hear this book, as we read this book, and as we obey the precepts recorded in this book” that we will be blessed. We have already ascertained that God has ordained that as children of God, blessings belong to us. And what we are trying to do now is to determine why some of us are not living the blessed life, and what precepts that we are to put into place in our lives in order to receive God’s blessings. We also have determined that the word “blessed” used here in the Scripture means to be “happy, prosperous, and to live a life that is enviable by others.” Last week we looked at the church in Ephesus. And we saw where God had commended them for all the wonderful works that they had done and were doing in His Name. And we know that is not only a “good thing” but a God thing. But, even so, God said that He still had something against them. He said that “they had left their first love.”
We examined in detail and what God would have you to do with that message is to determine if you have “left your first love.” If you love God with the passion and fervor that you had when you were first saved, or if you have left your zeal for Him and that you are simply serving Him now out of duty, rather than out of love. If that is the case that you now know why your blessings are not flowing.

This morning we are going to look at what God has to say to the church of Smyrna. Notice that Jesus has nothing negative to say to or about the people in this church. Matter of fact he commends them about four specific things. And what He is commending them for gives us a lot of food for thought. Now some of these things may sound strange to us because we are talking about the “blessed life.” We are talking about living a life that is happy and prosperous and enviable. And some of the things that God is commending them for does not seem to go along with what we consider to be the “blessed life.”

· He commends them first of all because they had bore up under terrible tribulation. The word used here for tribulation, shows that the problems were severe. They were ridiculed, mocked, abused; some were even facing imprisonment and death. But despite all of these they were standing up under their attacks and refused to deny Jesus as their Lord.

· The next thing that Jesus commended them for is their poverty. The idea is that some of them have nothing, that they are destitute. You see many of them had been forced out of their jobs and had their property confiscated as lawbreakers. What happened was this:  Rome had instituted a law that said the state had to be the first loyalty of a citizen. Once a year the citizens had to go before the local government and make the statement, “Caesar is Lord.” Of course, a true believer and follower of Christ could not do this, for they knew that there was only one Lord and His Name was Jesus the Christ. Therefore, because the believers refused to do this, they lost their jobs and property.

But notice what Jesus said next – although this church was materially poor, God commends them for being SPIRITUALLY wealthy. Now this is hard for us today to be able to comprehend because in our way of thinking being poor does not equate with living the “blessed life.” Remember blessed means to be “happy, prosperous, and enviable.” Well how does this fit with being poor? Well God wants to show us that our way of thinking about what makes a life a happy life, a prosperous life, and an enviable life – is not the way God sees things. 

Remember Isa. 55:8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” Many people’s minds have been programmed by television programs and celebrities, etc, and they have come to the conclusion that it is “things” that will make them happy, prosperous, and have a life that is enviable by others. To prove my point all you have to do is look at any of these reality shows that are depicted on television, such as; Survivor, Fear Factor, Apprentice, Who Wants to Be  A Millionaire, and you will see the nature of humans and the lengths they will go in order to acquire wealth. But God is showing us in our texts – the THINGS is not what makes us happiness. These people were outwardly poor, but inwardly they were rich toward the Lord and His mission.

· The fourth thing that God commends them for is that they have bore up under all kinds of slander. The slander came primarily from other Jews in the city. But notice what the Scripture says about these people. They may profess to be Jews, but they are not. God says that they are of the synagogue of Satan. The Jews in Smyrna professed to be followers of the One, True, and Living God, but they were not. My brothers and sisters in Christ does that speak anything to your spirit.

It reminds me so much of some people today who profess to be a follower of Jesus Christ, they profess to be Christians. But God is showing us here that everyone who says they belong to Him, DO NOT! God is saying here that everyone who professes to be a Christian are not. And what they will do is go around slandering the name of the ones that are truly falling the Lord, simply to try and make themselves look good! God says you are either on His side or on the side of Satan – there is no Mr. in-between. God called these people of the synagogue of Satan. Amen!!

Now let us put these points together and see what we come up with. And remember we are still talking about the “blessed life.” These people were persecuted, but God said they were blessed. These people were poor – but God said they were still blessed. These people did not have a lot of these worlds goods – but God still said that they were blessed. These people were being slandered by the people of the world, yet God’s blessings were still on them. You say how Pastor…For an answer we must go back up to verse 8 for a moment.

“These things saith the first and the last, which was dead and is alive.”
1) Christ says that He is the first and the last. Persecutors – government officials and the citizens who persecute and cause trouble for other people-may think that they hold authority over life, but they do not. They may claim to be the first and the last, to have the final word and authority, but they are deceived. There is only one first and last, only one supreme authority, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ, The Son of God Himself.

a) This means that all persecutors, all those who afflict and cause trouble for others, had better take heed. They shall be judged if they usurp and take authority over human life into their own hands. There is only one authority over life, and that is God. Any person who persecutes and causes trouble for other people shall face His judgment.

b) This means that believers always have the presence of Christ with them through all the troubles and persecutions of life. Jesus Christ is the first and the last; He is always there. He is there with the believer…

i. When the trouble first begins

ii. When the trouble is going on

iii. When the trouble ends.

Notice Jesus says in verse 10 – that they would suffer again but that it would only last for 10 days. But He tells them not to be afraid of those who would cast them into prison, or persecute them and even put them to death. This is not talking about 10 days literally, but that it will be for a short time. Because God has a time when He allows the problem to start and He has a time that the problem will end. Thank you Jesus!!!

Jesus is the first and the last; He spans time, all the minutes and hours of time. His presence covers all the problems, circumstances, and troubles of human life. Jesus Christ is always in charge of what happens to us. He controls the circumstances and troubles no matter what happens. Therefore, He will work all things out for our good.

2) Christ says that He is the One who was dead and is alive again. The word “was” here means became. Christ became dead. His death was only a passing phase, an episode He had to go through. He triumphed over it. Because now He is alive. PTL! The word ALIVE here is a once-for-all act. Once it is done, it is done—completed, finished. Jesus came to life again. He arose. Therefore, the message to the church of Smyrna is that no matter what they experience, it is a passing episode. Even if they experience death, it has been conquered. Christ has personally been there and triumphed over both pain and death. Therefore, the believer shall live forever even if they are martyred. THAT’S WHY NO MATTER WHAT THEY GO THROUGH, THEY ARE STILL BLESSED!!!

God tells them if they remain faithful, that they will receive the crown of life. They will receive eternal life with Him. Persecutors may take our life on earth, but quicker that the eye can blink, God transfers us to heaven. People can kill the body, but they cannot kill the soul. They cannot extinguish our lives. If we are faithful to Christ, God will take us home to heaven to live with Him eternally. Not only that, but God says that the believer shall not be hurt by the second death. What is the second death? God tells us in Rev. 20:14 “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.”  Rev. 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murders, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

The second death is the lake of fire. The believer may have to pass though physical death, but he will never go through the second death. He shall be transported immediately into the presence of God to live forever and ever. Because these people in Smyrna were faithful, they were blessed. They were filled with all the fullness of God’s presence. God poured out upon them the riches of His grace and the fruit of His spirit. God flooded them and carried them through all their trials. He strengthened and settled them, empowered and assured them with His presence. Thank you Jesus!

Notice the final exhortation: he who has an ear, let him hear what the Holy Spirit says to the churches. It is the duty of every true believer and every church to hear this message. We must all stand against persecution of the world: ridicule, mockery, abuse, being bypassed and overlooked, neglected and ignored, being imprisoned and killed. We must be faithful. The promises are too great to lose: we shall receive the crown of life and never suffer the second death. Truly, then, we will be blessed!!!
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