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CHURCH OF PERGAMOS – The Compromising Church

PRAYER
Scripture:  Rev. 2:12-17

This morning we are going to look at the message that Jesus had for the church at Pergamos. Remember as we go through this series and we look at each of these seven churches individually, that the message is not just for the churches that existed in that day, but the message is to ALL churches throughout the ages. The message that God has for the church of Pergamos is a very powerful one and it is one that should stop us in our tracks and cause us to examine ourselves. We are going to examine this text step by step and prayerfully after we have thoroughly looked at it. This Scripture will cause us to repent and line our lives up with the Word of God.

In verse 12 we are given an apt description of the One who is delivering this message. He describes Himself as the One who has a “sharp two edged sword.” Now we know that this is talking about none other than our Lord Jesus Christ and we know that the sharp two-edged sword is the Word of God. Throughout Scripture God’s Word is described as a “sharp two-edged sword” that is able to divide the bone from the marrow. This is letting us know that often the Word of God will cut us to the quick, and the reason that it is double edged is because the Word is designed the “cut” the one that it is aimed at but  the other side of the sword is designed to “cut” the one that delivers it.

Notice the next thing that this text says – I like the way the NIV says it in verse 13, “I know where you live.” Thank you Jesus! Just as a little side note, we can take these words from God in two ways. In the negative sense we can take these words as God saying to us, “I know where you live, and you can’t hide it from me.” We may be able to hide things from our mate, children, parents, friends, etc. – but God says, “I know where you live and you can’t hide ANYTHING from me.” In the positive sense, we can take these words as God saying to us when we are going through hardship or problems that God is giving us words of comfort – that He is saying, “I know where you live – and I know what you are going through and I am right there with you.” Amen!

In our text, Jesus says to the church of Pergamos, “I know where you live – where Satan has his throne.” This church existed in the midst of Satan’s territory. Pergamos was known for it’s idol worship and for it worship of Caesar. Satan worship and worshipping of the Roman Emperor was so pronounced that God called this city the place where Satan had established his throne. He had a stronghold on this city. And in the midst of this place of darkness and deceit; in this place where sexual sin and promiscuity was the norm, where cheating and lying was part of ones daily life, where gossiping and back-biting was enjoyed – in the midst of all the activity that goes along with being part of Satan’s territory – the light of God’s Word began to rise and peoples lives started to change. People were being delivered from the “kingdom of darkness and were being translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.”

And in the beginning God commended these people for their faith. Because even though these people knew that when they chose Christ as their Savior they were putting their life on the line, they still chose Christ. Because nothing that they had experienced before had been able to fulfill the emptiness that they had in life and nothing or no one that they had experienced before had been able to give their life meaning. Nothing that they had experienced before had satisfied them the way that Jesus did. So they chose to follow Jesus. They chose to hold fast to His Name-even when a member of the church named Antipas has been put to death because of his faith. This still did not stop them. They remained faithful to the Lord.

But then something started to happen to this church. Living in the midst of Satan’s territory started to take its toll. The church started to “compromise its standards.” Its like that Scripture in Romans 12:2 “Be not conformed to this world.” The church started to conform to the ways of the world, rather then they change the world. They allowed the world to start changing them. Does this remind you of anything that you see going on in the world today? This shows us that a church that allows itself to be corrupted by worldliness is actually committing a very serious crime against Christ Himself. It is such a critical matter that Chris Himself is delivering this message to the church.

You say Pastor how was it that this church was compromising itself, after all didn’t Christ just commend them for not denying His Name and for not denying their faith? This is very true. But notice what else the Lord had to say to them. Notice vs. 14: “But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat thing sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.” What does this mean? Well, let me give you a little history lesson to help you understand.

Balac was a Moabite king that reigned in a region right next to Palestine. Balac feared the people of Israel. So in order to protect his kingdom, he sought the services of Balaam, a prophet, to curse Israel. When the king first approached Balaam, Balaam refused. But He accepted the second offer. Three times Balaam cursed Israel, but nothing happened. He then came up with an insidious plan. He would corrupt them from the inside out. He suggested that the Moabite women seduce the men of Israel, intermarry with them and lead them to worship their idolatrous gods. And Israel, though rooted in God, became unequally yoked together against the people of Israel and that was the tactic that Satan was using against the church. He was planting some of his people inside the church. Satan was planning to corrupt the church from the inside out – the doctrine of Balaam. (Comments – H.S.) Apparently what had happened in the Pergamos church was this:  the church

· Had allowed some people who had never repented and forsaken the ways of the world to become part of their church.

· Had allowed some of these worldly people to take positions of leaders in their church-which gave the indication that their sinful lifestyle was conducive to the Word of God.

The result was tragic: there were those within the church committing fornication, and kinds of sexual sin; there were those participating in the drunken parties of the world and serving in church on Sunday morning, and there were even those in the church who participated in the feasts of idol worshipping. (That’s what this text means when it says they were eating meat offered to idols.) Are you beginning to see now why the church of Pergamos is called the “compromising church?” (comments – H.S.)

But not only did the church have in their midst a mixed membership (not racially mixed) – but a mixed membership of believer and unbelievers; some were living lives of holiness and sacrificial commitment for the cause of Christ, and others were living worldly lives of seeking the pleasures and possessions of this world. But not only did they allow in their midst those who were part of the doctrine of Balaam. They also had in their midst those which hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. Now God has already said that He hated this doctrine in his letter to the church of Ephesus. Now He is telling the church of Pergamos the same thing. When God says He hates something once you better take heed! But if He says it twice, you better WATCH OUT! (Explain the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.)

Now notice this Scripture does not tell us to put these people who are steep in worldliness out of the church. But He does tell them they had better repent. He tells them that they better “repent, or else He is going to come against them quickly, and He will fight against them with the sword of His mouth.” (comments – H.S.) He is going to fight against those who refuse to repent of their sinfulness. Thank you Jesus!

Now I can’t force you to repent. But the power of the preached Word can! Often that’s why people stop coming to church or they hop from church to church. Because the Word is convincing them and they are not willing to change their ways. (comments – H.S.) But if you are living a life that is contrary to the Word and you continue to come and hear the pure, unadulterated Word of God, you can believe that a CHANGE IS GOING TO COME! Thank you Jesus!

Notice the promise that God gives us if we heed His Word and turn away from our sinful ways- He says, “To him that overcometh will I give to each of the hidden manna.” Now we know that when the Hebrew people were in the wilderness, God reigned manna down from Heaven for them to eat. But that was physical food, that was food to nourish their physical body to keep them alive. So what is the hidden manna? What is this bread from Heaven?

The hidden manna is none other than Christ Himself. The overcomer is given the right to feed upon Christ. Remember when Jesus said in John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from Heaven: if any man eat this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” Jesus is the bread from Heaven that if we feast on Him, He will supply all of our needs, both physical and spiritual. But notice what else God promises to those who overcome – “…and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving that he receiveth it.” These stones are significant because each will bear the new name of every person who truly believes in Christ. They are the evidence that a person has been accepted by God and declared worthy to receive eternal life. A person’s name represents his or her character. God will give us new names and new hearts. Thank you Jesus!

The church of Pergamos became a compromising church – because they had members in it that were living contrary to the Word of God and the church did nothing. God forbid that this could ever be said about us. “He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Amen!!
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