TOUCHED BY JESUS - 7-2-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 5:23-28, 39-43

In our text today we see two stories intertwined.  In these stories there are three principal characters.  The first is a father and his name is Jairus.  W can tell from this text that this father is deeply distressed.  The thing that you need to notice is that he was not distressed concerning himself - but concerning his child.  He had a daughter who was twelve years old and she was sick.

Any of you who have ever had a child that was sick can identify with how he felt. I remember at times when one of my children was sick and I would lay my hands on their fevered brow - praying and wishing that I could make them feel better.  I remember how it felt when one of my children was sick and they would be lying there listless, with no spark in their eyes.  I remember thinking how I would rather have them ‘bouncing’ off the walls, than laying there not any wanting to move or to eat, etc.  I remember that a feeling of helplessness would wash over me.   And I would wish that I could take the sickness on myself rather than it be on them.

Well, how I felt at those times when my children got sick is small in comparison to how this father felt.  You say “why do you say that Pastor, why do you think this man felt worse than you did?  And the answer is because he was enduring something that I PRAISE GOD that I have never experienced.  Scripture says that his child was at the point of death!  (comments - H.S.)

Remember that this man was a ruler in the synagogue.  So he was a man of power, prestige and wealth.  But at this point he had come to the revelation, wisdom and knowledge that his position of power, his political clout could not help him.  He had come to the revelation, wisdom and knowledge that his prestige, how people looked up to him, could not help.  He had come to the revelation, wisdom and knowledge that his wealth (which I am sure that he was willing to give up if it would mean his daughter being healed) could not help.  This man was now in a place of desperation, he had come to the end of himself where there was no help and no hope!

Let’s stop here and go to the second character in this text.  This character is a woman.  She had a medical condition that the KJV calls an ‘issue of blood.’  In the NIV it says she was ‘subject to bleeding.’  The Jerusalem Bible states that she was subject to hemorrhaging!  Now with my ‘limited’ knowledge, I tried to conceive how this woman bleed or hemorrhaged every day for twelve years and was still alive.  (Of course, I know that with God ALL things are possible!)  But the only understanding that I could get with this is that this occurred during her ‘time of the month.’  So that is the premise that I am going to use in this text.

I believe that when time of the month came, she would bleed very heavily causing her to become weak.  And as I said, Scripture tells us that this condition went on for 12 years - and each year it got worse and worse.  She went to every doctor in the town and surrounding community.  They tried every cure known to man but it didn’t help.  Because each month ‘Aunt Flo” would come to visit and she would come with a vengeance.  Scripture says that going to all these doctors was very expensive and eventually she had spent all that she had.  But still she was no better!  So what happened?  Well, just like with Jairus, the ruler of the Synagogue - she came to the end of herself.  She was in a place of ‘no help and no hope.’

Let me stop here for a moment and ask you a question?  How many of you have situations in your lives where you can say like the woman in the song “I tried all I could, nothing seemed to do any good.”  How many of you can say like the two characters in our text - ‘that you have come to the end of themselves, to a place where you feel like their is no help and no hope!’  If you have truly come to the ‘end of yourself’ than I say ‘praise God, that’s exactly the place where God wants you to be!

You say “Pastor, what do you mean by coming to the ‘end’ of myself?”  That means that you have come to the place that you know that that there is no hope unless God intervenes.  Because if you feel that way - you will soon learn that “God is all you need because God is all you’ve got.”  (comments - H.S.)  God uses problems to draw us closer to Himself.  You and I need to realize that every problem that we have is ‘God-filtered.’  That means that whatever we are to go through in life - has to be allowed by God.  And everything that He allows in our life has a purpose.

The Bible says, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted, He rescues those who are crushed in spirit.”  It is only when your heart is broken, when you feel abandoned, when you’re out of options, when the pain is great—that some people will turn to God.  It is when we suffer that we learn to pray from our hearts and not simply superficial prayers.

This is what happened with both the man and the women in this text.  No where in the text does it say that these two people had ever had a personal relationship with God.  Maybe they thought that they didn’t need one.  Maybe they thought that they had time later on in life to make that decision.  But when God placed them between a ‘rock and a hard place’ they knew the only hope that they had was in Christ Jesus.  And He is the third character in out text and, of course, He is the most important!

Notice how both of these people came to the Lord, notice how both of them approached the Lord.  Look again at verse 22 “…Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet.  Now look at verse 33 “…Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet.”
· both of these people when they came into the presence of Christ - fell at his feet.  What does that mean?  That means that they came to Him in humble submission. (comments - H.S.)  That means that they came, not arrogantly demanding from Him, but prayerfully petitioning of Him! (comments - H.S.)

What was the next thing that we can notice from this text?  Look at verse 23  “…My little daughter is dying.  Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”
Now look at verse 28 “…If I just touch the hem of His garment, I will be made whole/healed.”
· again what is the common thread that runs through both of their situations.  Faith!!!!  Both of them came to Jesus in believing faith.  They didn’t come thinking ‘maybe He can help, maybe He can do what they needed, BUT they came BELIEVING that Jesus had the power to supply their every need.

What about you?  Do you believe that Jesus has the power to heal your relationship?  Do you believe that Jesus has the power to heal your loved one?  Do you believe that Jesus has the power to bless you financially?  Do you believe that Jesus has the power to save and keep your children?  I am sure that if we took the time that each of you would give a resounding YES to those question.

But then you would spout this clishe that I hear all of the time - that is a trick of the devil to steal your faith.  You would say, “Yes, I believe that Jesus CAN, I just don’t know if He WILL or not!”  Then my question to you is - “Why ask Him in the first place?”  Why ask the Lord something that you don’t know whether He will do or not.  Or perhaps it is that you equate God as the same type of parent that we are where our children have to ‘catch’ us when we are in a ‘good-mood’ to get us to do what they want.  (comments - H.S.)

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we have got to learn to come to God in faith for whatever we need and then we must learn to STAND on His promises.  We sing songs like “Standing on the promises of Christ our King…” but the question is are you truly STANDING on His promises.  (comments - H.S.)

There is so much that we can learn from this text but time does not permit us to go into all of it.  But there is a third and final point that God would have you to learn this morning.  Notice what happens when the Jairus comes to Jesus and asks Him to come and heal his daughter.  While Jesus is enroute to the Jairus’ home, He is interrupted by the need of this woman with the issue of blood.

The man could have gotten totally frustrated.  He could have demanded that Jesus keep on going because his daughter was near to death.  Matter fact as far as he knew his child could have already died.  He could have tried to hurry the Master on.  He could have said ‘my need is greater than this woman’s need.’  He could have stood there foaming at the mouth with smoke coming out of his ears.

When the woman made her way through the crowd that was surrounding Jesus and touched his clothing in believing faith - Jesus stopped!  He turned and said ‘who touched me’ because He perceived that ‘healing virtue’ had come out of Him.  When Jesus stopped - the man could have thrown up his hands in total frustrate and left!  He could have said to Himself - ‘the Master will not be able to make it to my house in time because now He has to deal with this woman, He’s just too busy!’  But, praise God, the man didn’t do any of these things!  He didn’t GIVE UP on Jesus.  That is your third and final point for today.  When God doesn’t come when you want Him to, don’t get angry and frustrated and most of all don’t give up on Jesus!!!  (comments - H.S.)  Just because your answer is delayed does not mean that the answer is not on the way!!!  PRAISE THE LORD!!

Notice what happens next!  Look at vs. 37 “And He (Jesus) allowed no man to follow Him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James.  Vs. 40 “And they laughed Him (Jesus) to scorn.  But when he put them all out…”  What is Jesus doing?  He only takes with Him those who have believing faith!  And when Jesus to Jairus house -  before He did anything, He put those who were laughing at Him, those who were wailing and crying and moaning OUT of the room!  What does this teach us?  It should teach us that we should remove from our inner circle those who are always talking doubt and unbelief!!!  (comments - H. S.)

Then Jesus turns to the damsel ‘and said unto her, Talitha Cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise.  And straightway the damsel arose and walked.”  Thank you Jesus!  Look at what this father would have missed if he had given up on Jesus.  Look at what this woman would have missed if she had not turned to Jesus in her time of need!

Whatever you are going through in life, you need to know that just as Jesus was there for these two people in their hour of need is the same way that He is here for each and every one of you.  PTL!!!!
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