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CHURCH OF THYATRIRA – The Corrupt Church

PRAYER

Scripture:  Rev. 18-29

This morning we look at the church of Thyatira. There are a couple of things that I need to bring to your attention first. The first thing that I want you to notice that as with all the other churches, this letter is written to the “angel” of the church of Thyatira. Now this is not talking about a literal angel, but the word angel is another word for the Pastor/Minister of the church. You can ask the question, why is the letter addressed to the Pastor of the church? And the answer is because the Pastor is held responsible for the church by Almighty God. God holds us responsible for the things that go on within the church. God holds us responsible to proclaim the “truth” of the Word of God so that the members will be without “excuse.” So that they will not be able to say, “I didn’t know.” So sometimes if it feels as though I am being a little “hard” on you, it is because I am held accountable by God Himself.

The first week we looked at the church of Ephesus that was called the “loveless” church. The second week we looked at the church of Smyrna that was referred to as the “persecuted” church. Last week we looked at the church of Pergamos that was called the “compromising” church. And this morning we look at the church of Thyatira we see it is referred to as the “corrupt” church. Now you need to know that the church of Thyatira was the SMALLEST of the seven churches. Can you imagine that? It is the smallest of the churches, but it the church that God sends the longest letter to because it is the most corrupt. The next thing you need to notice is that God plainly states who it is that this letter is from. He is letting them know that this letter is not from a mere man. But this letter is from the SON OF GOD Himself! This letter is form the One whose eyes are like a flame of fire, piercing and devouring. This letter is from the One who sees everything that we do. He sees when a person corrupts their faith in the dark, behind closed doors, in parked cars, in their offices and homes. He sees all who lie, cheat, steal, who commit immoral acts, who become intoxicated, who take drugs. He sees the good and the bad that we do. This letter is from the One who has feet like fine brass, with the ability to stomp down hard on all who compromise with the world. His feel shall crush all who compromise and misrepresent His Word.

This letter is from God! And as God has done with the other letters, He begins by telling the people what is good about them and their church. He commends them for their works of love and service. He commends them for reaching out to the lost. He commends them for taking care of the elderly and the infirmed. He commends them for feeding the hungry, helping the homeless and the poor, etc. He commends them for their works of faith and endurance; for how they faced opposition but continued to believe God went ahead in their ministries, leaning and depending on God. He commended them for how they were working harder for the Lord now, that they did in the beginning. But EVEN with all of that God says – ”Not withstanding I have a few things against thee…” My brothers and sisters in Christ are you starting to get the message that God has for us in this series.

I don’t know if you remember, but God started this series off with the premise that He wants each of us to live the blessed life. He PROMISED us the blessed life, if we listen to, read and obeyed the things that are written in this Book. Are you starting to understand what it is that will enable you to give “birth” to your blessings. Some of you are pregnant. Pregnant with the Word and pregnant with your blessings, some of you are so pregnant that you look like you are getting ready to burst. You are having labor pains, some of your “water” has even broken. But the birth just doesn’t seem to want to take place. Why? Because you are hearing the Words of this Book, you are reading the Words of this Book, but you ARE NOT DOING the Words of this Book. So far from these churches, what I have learned is that:

· I can do the right thing, but for the wrong reasons. I can study the Word, come to church, serve on the Board – but if I don’t do it with a heart of love and passion for God, that I am still not DOING what God has called me to do. I’ll be just like the “loveless church.”

· And from the church of Pergamos last week and the text we are in this morning, God is showing that we can be doing the right things in church; feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, witnessing for God, etc. but still trying to compromise the Word of God with the teachings of the world, we are still not doing what God has called us to do. You can’t try to make the Word of God fit to the standards of this world. It just will not work.

Notice what God has to say to this church and you had better hold onto your seat. He says vs. 20 “Nevertheless, I have this against you. You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” Now I need to stop right here for a moment.

Do you notice what is said here – it says that these people were being lead to sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. Now this sounds familiar doesn’t it? It sounds like what God  said about the church at Pergamos. Remember last week God said that some of the people there held to the teaching of Balaam and that some there held to the teachings of the Nicolaitans. So what is the difference in the message to the chuch of Pergamos and the church this morning, the church of Thyatira? (let someone answer)

Notice what it say in vs. 14-15 “you have people there who HOLD to the teaching of Balaam…Likewise you also have those who HOLD to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” This is saying that there were people who were allowed to join their church who BELIEVED these things. Satan had placed some of his people inside the church- Remember trying to destroy them from the inside out like Balaam did. But what was going on in the church of Thyatira was much worse. Why? Because they allowed this woman to OPENLY TEACH these lies from the pulpit. Now do you see the difference? Now do you see how sin has progressed? (Comments - H.S.)

This woman claimed to be a prophetess of God. She claimed that the things that she was teaching was coming directly from the heart of God. And I want you to notice that it was not the fact that she was a woman that God was condemning them for-but because she was teaching false doctrine in the church! Amen!

She was openly leading these people into sexual immorality. She was openly teaching them from the pulpit that it was okay to commit sexual sin, that you could still commit any kind of sexual immorality and still call yourself a child of God. She was openly teaching that it “does not matter what you do in the privacy of your own home.” She was teaching “DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL.” And this teaching has permeated the church throughout the centuries.

Currently inside of the church, we have people who go by name of Christ, actively lobbying for the acceptance of homosexuality. Saying that it is an “alternate lifestyle” not a sin. Inside of our churches, we have people who by the Name of Christ, living with each other outside of marriage. Inside of our churches, we have people going by the Name of Christ, actively involved in sex with someone that they are simply “dating.” Inside of our churches, if we excluded from our fellowship those who are committing fornication, many of our churches would be almost empty. Sexual sin has become the “norm” of the day for those who go by the Name of Christ, rather than the exception. And the church just “looks” the other way, if they pay any attention at all.

You say Pastor, why is God always talking about sex; after all it’s a natural desire, isn’t it? It doesn’t hurt anyone. But my brothers and sisters in Christ, it does. Sex outside of marriage ALWAYS hurts someone. It hurts God because it shows that we prefer to satisfy our desires our own way instead of according to God’s Word, or to satisfy them now instead of waiting for His timing. It hurts others because it violates the commitment necessary to a relationship. It hurts us because it often brings disease to our bodies and adversely affects our personalities. Sexual immorality has tremendous power to destroy families, churches, and communities because it destroys the integrity on which these relationships are built. God wants to protect us from hurting ourselves and others, even when our culture tells us its all right.

The next thing our text says about Jezebel is that she openly taught the people to eat things sacrificed unto idols. You say Pastor what does this mean to us today? You need to know that Thyatira was known for its trade guilds or unions. This was the center of much of the city’s social and business life. Some of these functions were held in the temple to false gods or idols. And sometimes a “thank offering” would be made to these idols. A portion of the meat would be cut off and placed before the idol and the rest would be served to the guest. If a person participated they, too, would be participating in this offering to the idol. Therefore, a believer in Christ would not want to participate or even go inside of these pagan temples. So Jezebel was teaching that if a believer did not attend these functions, there was a possibility that it might affect their employment and their relationships with their neighbors, so they should go ahead and attend. You know that old saying, “go along to get along.” How does this teaching manifest itself today?

· The believers cannot really separate themselves from the world. They have to be sensible and attend some of the world’s function in order to be friendly, keep their jobs, secure promotions, help their businesses, keep from being considered a fanatic. And then what happens? Believers attend some of the functions and they would have to be social and drink and dance along with everyone else. And since they had human desires just like everyone else, some would become attracted to another person and become involved in immoral sexual affairs. Again, they would go along to get along.” This was the teaching of Jezebel in Biblical time and this is also the teaching and thinking of so many people who by the Name of Christ today.
Notice what Jesus says next to this church. He says that He gave this woman “time” to repent of her fornication but she WOULD NOT! This means that she knew deep down within her heart that she was teaching contrary to God’s Word. But she refused to change! God is saying to some of you here this morning its time to repent. It is showing that no matter what you have done that God is willing to forgive you and cleanse you if you are willing to repent and CHANGE your ways. But it also shows me that God gives us a certain amount of time to repent.

Notice He says vs. 21 “And I gave her space to repent for her fornication; and she repented not.” Therefore, since she refused, since you decided to “sow the wind, she would reap the whirlwind.” Notice what God says, NIV- “So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of HER ways. I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.”

Some Bible scholars say that when this Scripture says that God cast her on a bed of suffering, that this meant that He would cast on her a bed of sickness that was the direct result of her sin. They say this probably meant some venereal disease or cirrhosis of the liver due to excess drinking. She was to reap what she sowed. God warns those who follow her teachings that He will make them SUFFER, unless they repent. Then God says if what I do to her doesn’t get her attention, “He would kill her children with death!” Then God says that ALL CHURCHES will know WHO it is that searches the thoughts and the intents of our hearts and minds. Thank you Jesus!

Then, again, God gives some Words of encouragement. He says “…to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so called secrets (KJV-the depths of Satan) I will not impose any other burden on you. Only hold on to what you have until I come.” No other burden refers to two things.

1) the prohibition laid upon the Gentile Christians by the Jerusalem Council that they should not eat meat offered to idols.

2) We are to live in the world but not of it. There are many things on this earth that we can use and enjoy as we walk each day. Christ does not put extreme restrictions upon us; He only demands that we separate and have nothing to do with things that harm and destroy our bodies, minds, and souls. We are to “hold fast” until the Lord’s return.

Then God gives us two wonderful promises. He says to the ones who do not compromise His Word. The Ones who overcome the temptations of the world, that they will be given power to rule the nations. This is talking about when Christ returns to earth and we rule and reign with Him forever. We will rule and reign with Him – when “every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Thank you Jesus!

And aren’t you longing for that day? The overcomer will be given the “morning star” That means that we will be with Jesus forever, never to be away from Him again. And lastly, the final admonition is given. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Amen! Or to sum it up – God is saying that if you want your blessings to flow, you cannot have one foot in the world and one foot in the church.
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