PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR - 7-9-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 6:1-6

As our Scripture text opens - our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ has returned to His hometown of Nazareth.  Now we know that He was born in Bethlehem but he was not raised there.  He was raised in a town called Nazareth.  It was there that He grew as a child, it was there that He ran and played with other children, it was there that He worked with His stepfather Joseph and learned the art of being a carpenter.  It was there that He attended Synagogue and worshipped God.  And it was there that He grew into manhood.  Some of the people in Nazareth had known Him since He was a small child.  They knew His earthly parents and they knew all of His brothers and sisters.  So, as far as they were concerned, they knew all about Him!

Now Jesus has returned to His hometown and His disciples had come along with 

Him.  And on the Sabbath day, He did what had always been His custom to do - He went to the Synagogue.  But this time He did something that He never did before.  Instead of just sitting there listening to the Rabbi speak - when it came time to invite anyone who choose to come to the pulpit and preach, Jesus stood up.  The people were amazed at His teaching and they were amazed at His preaching.  BUT, they began to mumble and complain among themselves and say “Where did He acquire all of this wisdom and all of this knowledge.  And where has He gotten the power to do the mighty works that we have heard that He has done.”

They said “Is not this the Carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon.  Are not His sisters here among us?”  In other words they are saying to themselves.  “Who does Jesus think that He is, try to preach and teach us?   You see in their way of thinking Jesus did not have the right credentials and education.  (comments - H.S.)  They were thinking, “He is not any better or any different than the rest of us!”  Matter of fact - Scripture says that they were “offended” by Him!  That means that they ‘disapproved’ of Him and their disapproval hurt them.  How?  Because it kept them from acknowledging His authority.  It kept them from being able to ‘believe’ in Him as being the Christ, the Son of the Living God!!!  Most of them could never accept the fact that He was the Messiah.

Notice that Jesus did not try to argue with them, He did not try to persuade them to change their minds.  He simply turned to them and said “A prophet is not without honor, except in his own country and among his own relatives and in his own house.”  Now, I need to stop right here for a moment and ask a question.  What is it about us as human beings that if we think we ‘know’ someone, we don’t or won’t give them the respect or the honor that is due to them?

Think about it - in our homes the couple can have been together for years, but they still don’t know how to show respect to one another.  The one will say something to the other and he/she will try and bite their head off.  But then, let someone else come in the house, a friend or a neighbor and watch how they will treat them.  They will be courteous, smiling 

and perhaps even laughing with them - and then as soon as the friend leaves;  they return to their old snarling attitude.  A prophet is not without honor, a person is not without honor except in their own home.

A child can be discourteous with their parents, not smiling, not wanting to converse with them.  But don’t let the phone ring or one of their ‘home-boys/girls’ come by and it is a whole other story!  A prophet/person is not without honor except in his own home!  There is an old clishe that holds an element of truth ‘familiarity breeds contempt.’  I don’t know why that is true but it seems to happen over and over again.  (comments - H.S.)

One reason that some of the people there rejected Jesus was because they were envious of Him!  And one thing that God hates is when we are envious of other people, resenting what God has given to them.  (comments - H.S.)  These people in this text thought that they knew Jesus.  But in actuality they did not KNOW Him at all!

They didn’t know the uniqueness of this Man called Jesus!  They didn’t know they He is and was the incomparable Christ.  They didn’t know that He was:

· God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.

· not just ‘a’ god, but that He was and is the King of kings and Lord of lords.
They didn’t know that Scripture calls Him:

· the door, the true vine, the bread of life, the good shepherd, and the way and the truth and the life.

· the bright Morning Star,
· the chief cornerstone
· the light of the world.
They didn’t know that He is the:

· great physician and the rock of ages.

· the author and finisher of our faith, the first and the last.

· healer of the sick, lover of the poor,

· matchless teacher.

And above all they didn’t know that He is the Savior God of ALL humanity.  They didn’t know that He was born of a virgin and conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit.  They didn’t know that His birth was like no other.  They didn’t know that He kept His divine nature as the eternal Son of God, and that He took on humanity through His mother.  They didn’t know that fourteen prophecies concerning His birth were perfectly fulfilled.

They didn’t know that when they saw Him they saw the Father as well (John 14:9).  They didn’t know that He was all-wise, as God the Father is.  They didn’t know that it was with divine power that He performed miracles of healing, drove out demons and raised people from the dead.

They didn’t know what we know today!  They didn’t know that because He was God in the flesh, that He was immortal; He rose from the dead, ascended into heaven and is now seated at the Father’s right hand, constantly praying and interceding for us!  They didn’t know what we know - which is that although Jesus was fully human, He never sinned.  He was crucified, died and rose again three days later, conquering sin and death, becoming the Savior of humankind.  And that one day He will return as King and Judge!

You see they had plenty of ‘head-knowledge’ concerning who Christ was but they did not have any “heart knowledge.”  Their preconceived ideas about Him made it impossible for them to believe.  Not only did their unbelief hurt them - but it hurt others in the community as well.  Notice what Scripture says - “He could not do any miracles there, except lay His hands on a few sick people and heal them.   Their obstinate unbelief and repulsion toward Jesus kept most of the people in the town away.  Only a few sick people in the area were healed.

Now you need to know that there are two schools of thought as to why Jesus could not do many miracles there.

· One is that Jesus’ couldn’t do any great miracles there because of their unbelief.  And the teaching from this is that ‘unbelief’ will block your blessings from coming through.  We know that this is true because Scripture tells us over and over again that doubt (unbelief) and faith can not mix.  Matter of fact we know that God tells us in James 1:6-7  “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord.”  (comments - H.S.)

· The other school of though is that this text does not mean that Jesus COULDN’T perform any miracles there.  That it does not mean that He didn’t have the POWER to perform miracles but that He CHOSE not to because of the people’s pride and unbelief!  (comments - H. S.)

Notice what the text says next.  “ He (Jesus) marveled at their unbelief”  Jesus was amazed at these people’s doubt and unbelief.  They had His presence, His wisdom, and the testimony of His mighty works.  They had His power to help them in all their need, yet they chose to not believe.  They refused to come to His meetings.  Because of their pride, they refused to trust and believe Him.  The situation amazed Jesus.  Their unbelief was just incredible, but He had to accept their rejection.  He could not force Himself upon them, so He left town and traveled to all the villages surrounding Nazareth.  (comments - H.S.)

I know within my heart of hearts that Jesus continues to stand amazed at some people’s doubt and unbelief today.  (comments - H.S.)  The question for you this morning is what is keeping you from having a believing faith in Jesus Christ?  What is keeping you from making Him Lord of your life?  (comments - H. S.)

Don’t reject the salvation of Christ—the salvation that will deliver you from sin, death, and judgment to come.  Don’t reject the One who can enrich your life totally and completely!  Don’t be like the people in our text that thought they knew Him, but in actuality they didn’t know Him at all!!!!!!
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