JEHOVAH SHAMMAH

PRAYER

Scripture:  Ezekiel 48:35, Psalm 139:7-13

Jeremiah 9:23-24  “This is what the Lord says:  “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but et him who boasts boast about this:  that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.  (comments – H.S.)

God, the Father, wants us to know Him.  He doesn’t simply want us to know about Him, but He wants us to know Him in an intimate and personal way.  Because God is infinite there is no way that we can know and understand Him in totality.  But we can know Him in such a way that we become comfortable calling Him, Abba, Father.  One way to know God better is to know the Names that He goes by in the Old Testament.  Thus far, we have seen Him as Jehovah Jireh, God our provider.  We have seen Him as Jehovah Qanna, the jealous God.  The God who is jealous FOR us and not jealous OF us!
This morning we are going to look at another name for God that is found in our text in Ezekiel 48.  That name is Jehovah Shammah, The Lord is There.  Shammah is derived from the Hebrew word sham, which can be translated as ‘there.”  Jehovah Shammah is a symbolic name for the earthly Jerusalem.  The name indicates that God has not abandoned Jerusalem, leaving it in ruins, but that there will be a restoration.  Now let’s take that name and want it meant for the city of Jerusalem and apply it not only to this world, but to our own lives.  God was telling the Hebrew people that He was not going to leave their city, their very lives in ruins but that one day He was going to bring about a restoration.
There are so many people, even Christian believers, whose lives lay in ruins.  They lie in ruins because of the choices that they have made in life; Choices that seemed good at the time, but choices that are causing them such heart ache and grief right now.  But, be of good cheer, all is not lost.  God has told me to bring you a message of hope this morning.  God wants you to know that even though you may be going through a hard time right now; even though you mind is so “befuddled” you don’t know which way is up, He is right there with you.  He is Jehovah Shammah – The Lord is There!!!
In my way of thinking it is even better to know that God is “there” rather than simply saying God is “here.”  You say, “Why is that Pastor?”  Because sometimes you may think that the Lord is ‘here’ – right there with you, but you also may think that there are other situations where He may not be ‘there.’  That’s why I say that in a way it is better to know God as being ‘there’ rather than simply saying God is “here.”
Let’s look at our text in Psalm 139:7-8  “Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  God is letting us know that no matter what type of situation that we have gotten ourselves in to, whether good, bad or indifferent, He is there with us.  Sometimes, we think that we can run away from God.  We think that we can hide from God.  But God says that no matter where we go and no matter what we do, He is right there with us because He is Jehovah Shammah!
Now the reason that I say that it better to say that God is there rather than simply say God is here is because sometimes we think that we can go somewhere where God is not!  Or we think that we have gotten ourselves into situations that God does even know about or care about.  But my brothers and sisters in Christ – this is simply not true.  There is no place that you can go that God is not there!  Notice what else David says in this Psalms.  Verse 8  “If I go up to the heavens, you are there.”  Now, remember in David’s day that didn’t have airplanes or rocket ships – so he was not simply talking about flying high in the atmosphere.  But what he is trying to do is make a stark comparison.  Notice the rest of this verse – “if I make my bed in the depths (KJV – hell) you are there.”  He is literally saying that if he was ‘caught-up’ to heaven or plunge in the depth of hell – God would be right there with him; Because God is a God who is ‘there.’
Let’s make these verses and make them more up close and personal.  Let’s translate these verses as saying “if I go up to heaven or if I’m flying high.”  Meaning if I’m flying high and everything is going my way, God is there with me.  If I have all my ‘ducks’ in a row, my family is doing well.  I’m living life and I’m living it LARGE.  I’ve got to know that God is right there with me!  BUT!!!  If I descend to the depths of hell, if it seems as if my whole life is falling apart.  If my days are filled with tears and with sadness, I need to know that the thing that is going to bring me out of this dark place is KNOWING that God is still right there with me.  He is Jehovah-Shammah – the God who is THERE!  He is with me in the good times and He is still with me in the bad times and that knowledge is what is going to take me THROUGH.
Look at Verse 9-10 “If I take the wings of the morning or dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.  Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, can you see what God is telling us?  He says that when we are His child, no matter how down or dark or depressing our situations may be, we have to remember that God is ‘holding us with His powerful right hand!!!  Remember the right hand is the place of authority and power.  That’s why Scripture says that Jesus is seated on the RIGHT HAND of God the Father; the place of power and authority.  And now God is telling us that He will uphold us with His right hand.  Showing that He not only has the authority but the power to be with us and to deliver us from any adverse situation that we may find ourselves in!  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!

Let’s look at an example of God’s delivering and saving power when some of His children are in the midst of a dark dismal situation.  Turn to Daniel 3:13-15  “Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the images of gold I have set up?  …If you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good.  But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.  
Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?  (comments – H.S.)

Vs. 17-18  “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.  (comments – H.S.)
Vs. 21-25  “So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.  The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  And these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.  Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”  They replied, “Certainly, O king.”  He said, “Look!  I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  (comments – H.S. Jehovah-Shammah, The Lord is There!)
Vs. 26-27  “Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!  Come here!”  So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire…They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.”  (comments – H.S.)
God is Jehovah Shammah, the God who is THERE!  There may be someone that is here who feels like they are in the midst of a burning, blazing furnace.  God will deliver you and He will take care of you.  Maybe your problem is not so traumatic but, know that God is still right there with you!  God wants you to know that not only is He the God who is there, but He also wants you to know that He is the God of RESTORATION!  Remember what He tells us in Joel 2:25  “I will restore to you the years that the locust have eaten.”  Meaning that He will restore to you the years that Satan has stolen; the years of hardship, misery and pain.  The years where you thought there was no hope.  God wants to bring you to restoration – making you whole and sound once again!
Let’s look at the last part of our text in Psalm 139:11-13  “If I say, “Surely the darkness, will hide me and the light become night around me.”  Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night WILL SHINE like the day, for darkness is as light to you.  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.”  God will bring light into your situation, no matter how dark things may be.  But you have to let Him!  He loves you and is with you.  He has known you since before He knit you together in your mom’s womb.  God is with you and He loves you.  He will always be there for you because He is Jehovah Shammah, The Lord is There!
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