STEPS TO ANSWERED PRAYER II

PRAYER

Scripture:  I Thess. 5:16-18

Last week God started this series on Steps to Answered Prayer by giving us a perfect example of how to prayer.  He took us step by step through the Lord’s Prayer to show us not only how to pray, but to give us some important principles in prayer.
I am not sure whether some of you have grasped the importance of prayer.  I am not sure that some of you thoroughly understand the value of prayer.  And I am not sure that some of you know how much God desires for you to pray.  For those of you who don’t know what prayer is, prayer is communicating with God.  I teach in marriage counseling sessions:  communication is as crucial in a marriage situation as blood is to life.  In the same way we can say that prayer/communicating with God is as crucial to our spiritual life as blood is to our natural life.  (I’ve told you that before but it bears repeating.)  When you pray, you are sharing yourself with God.  When you pray, you are giving a part of yourself to God.
The question can be asked, why pray?  Doesn’t God already know what we stand in need of?  And the answer is, of course He does.  There are two primary reasons for us to pray.  First:  prayer shows us dependence on God.  It shows that we understand that ultimately God is in control of our lives.  We are acknowledging that everything we have, need, or desire is under God’s control.  Secondly:  God wants us to pray because He enjoys our company!  The first time that that concept was brought to my attention, it actually blew my mind!  The idea that God actually enjoyed my company and that’s one of the reasons why He wants me to pray, to talk to Him, was overwhelming!  I, pray, that you can get that concept deep within your spirit, that God enjoys your company.   And that it will inspire you to spend more, quality time with God.
This morning we are going to use those three short verses in our Scripture text to give us additional steps to answered prayer.  Notice the first thing that God tells us in this text: (1)  rejoice evermore.  Rejoicing.  What does rejoicing have to do with answered prayer?   (Notice it does not just say rejoice, it says to rejoice evermore; or to rejoice always.)  God is trying to showing some of us that in order to get a prayer through, some of you need an attitude adjustment.  I’m sorry to tell you this, but some of you have some bad attitudes.  Some of you need an attitude lobotomy.  Some times you can be just as nice and sweet and other times you are like a snapping turtle, ready to bit someone’s head off.  Ladies, don’t even think about blaming it on a certain time in the month.  Because if it is pre-aunt flow, post aunt-flow and when aunt flow is actually visiting, we have the whole month covered to be as mean and nasty as we want to be!!!  (Men don’t think that this excludes you because you have your monthly cycles as well!)  We always have an excuse for our nasty attitudes and then we wonder why our prayers are not being answered.
God tells us in this text that we are to have an attitude of joy.  But I see joy as something severely lacking in many Christians lives today.  When they serve the Lord, they do it grudgingly like it’s a burden.  It’s a burden to get up and come to Church on Sunday.  It’s a burden to get the children up for Sunday School.  It’s a burden to come to Bible Study.  It’s a burden to come to prayer meeting.  It’s a burden to pay our tithes and offering.  (comments – H.S.)  Some of you are so wishy-washy with the Lord, like a wave tossed to and from on the shore.  And God says in James 1:7  “Let not that man THINK that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.!!!”  (comments – H.S.)
Where is your joy!  Remember Jeremiah 8:10(d)  “…for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  You say, “Pastor, how can I have joy, you know what’s going on in my life.”  Turn to Ps. 16:11 “Thou wilt shew me the path of life; in thy presence is fullness of joy, at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  Wow!  Do you see what that says?  “In thy PRESENCE is fullness of joy.  (comments – H.S.)  At His right hand there are PLEASURES for evermore.  (comments – H.S.)  How can you have joy?  God tells us right here.  
Turn to Isaiah 12:3  “Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.”  (This one made me scream!)  Look at the analogies here.  Water = Holy Spirit, nourishment, sustainer of life, health, wealth and wholeness.  A well goes deep into the earth, depicting the unfathomable depth of our salvation.  God says the way to obtain joy is by spending time drawing out of the wells of your salvation and all that it entails, through the Word of God!  That’s how to get joy!!!  Amen!
Back to our text in I Thess. 5.  The next step in answered prayer is to “pray without ceasing.”  Jesus told His disciples in Luke 18:1(b) “…that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.”   That means that not only do we need to live a life of joy, but we are to live a life of prayer.  And that means not giving up when you are praying to God about something, unless you clearly hear Him telling you that the answer is, No!  Our problems is that we give up so easily.  If the answer does come when we want it, how we want it, and in the way that we want it, we throw up our hands and call it quits!
Let me give you an example of persistent prayer.  Turn to Luke 18:1-8(a)  “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He said:  ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary,’  For some time he refused.  But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!  And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says, and will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly…”
First, let me quickly let you know that this judge is not a picture of God.  What Jesus is doing is striving to show you that if a sinful judge who had no respect for God or his fellowman, would do what this woman asked simply because she was consistent in her request.  He would do what she asked because she would not go away and the judge was concerned about her making a pest of herself.  Jesus is saying that how much more would God answer the prayers of his chosen ones, his children when they would be consistent and persistent in their prayers.  So, don’t give up on your prayers.  (Unless God has said, no!)  Don’t give up!  Because that is exactly what Satan wants you to do!
If you give up, then Satan can accuse God to you and say that He was not treating you fairly.  He can accuse God to you of His being unjust and unloving.  Those are simply lies of the devil.  Don’t give up because you will reap if you faint not!!  When you have prayed and your prayers have not yet been answered, let me show you what else you are NOT to do!
Turn to Matt. 6:5  “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.   (Vs. 7-8)  “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.”  I think God is pretty clear here!  (comments – H.S.)

So far in our base Scripture in Thessalonians we have seen where God told us to rejoice for evermore: and to pray without ceasing.  So what is the third and final point for today in our Steps to Answered Prayer?  What does our text say in vs. 18  “In every thing give thanks:  for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  Sounds heavy, doesn’t it?  You say “Pastor, that’s impossible, how can I thank God for all the terrible things that have happened in my life?”  Notice the key word in this text.  The key word is ‘in.’  IN everything give thanks.  Notice what else this text says, “for this is the will of God…concerning you.”  Again, you may be saying “Was it the will of God for me to get this terrible disease; was it the will of God to lose my home; was it the will of God that my child went to jail, etc.?  Your problem is that you are not reading the verse correctly.  What is the will of God for you that He is talking about in this text?  The will of God is for you to be thankful in all circumstances.  His will is that no matter what you are going through in life that you find something to be thankful for.  A thankful spirit has got to be developed.  It is something that you have to choose to do.
Turn to Psalm 107:22  “And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing.”(KJV)  Notice in this texts, we have ‘thanks’ and ‘rejoicing.’  I like the way the KJV says this better than the NIV.  KJV says ‘sacrifice the sacrifices’  of thanksgiving!  (comments – H.S.)  This text begins with talking about attitude and ends with talking about attitude.  Because rejoicing, having joy, being thankful is all about attitude!  It amazes me the amount of people who go by the Name of Christ who complain that they don’t have anything to be joyful about and they don’t have anything to be thankful about!  My answer to them would be:  “Did Jesus die for your sin; has He saved you; does He still love you; did you have food this morning; did you sleep in a bed last night or on a park bench, etc.?”  There are so many things that we can be thankful for!  The choice is ours!  Live a life of prayer, with joy and thanksgiving, and watch the Lord move in your life!
Amen!
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