JEHOVAH MKADDESH

PRAYER

Scripture:  Exodus 31:12-14

God wants to reveal Himself to us in great and mighty ways.  We have been learning that one of the main ways that God continues to reveal Himself to us is through His Names.  The question may occur to you, “why is it important to know God Names?”  In the Bible a persons name represented the person, it was to reveal the character and very essence of the person.  Even more than that, in Biblical days learning a person’s name meant entering into a relationship with him/her.  When you know the name of someone, you grow in your relationship with that person to a new and deeper level.
When God tells us His name, He is opening Himself to us in a new way so that we might know, love, and ultimately trust Him more completely.  (repeat)  Matter of fact, one of the meanings of the Name Jehovah is “to become known”.  This denotes a God who reveals Himself unceasingly.  Thus far God has revealed Himself to us as Jehovah-Jireh, our provider; Jehovah Qanna, the jealous God; Jehovah Shammah, the God who is there.

This morning we are going to learn about Jehovah M’kaddesh.  The Hebrew word qadash means “sanctify,” “holy,” or “dedicate.”  Sanctification is the separation of an object or person TO the dedication OF the Holy.  (comments – H.S.)  When you combine the two words together – Jehovah M’kaddesh – it can be translated as “The Lord who sanctifies you, the Lord who makes you holy, the Lord who sets you apart.”
In our Scripture text in verse 13 God is teaching the people concerning the Sabbath day.  He is teaching them that the Sabbath has been set aside as a holy day, a day that is dedicated to God.  He tells them that they are to observe the Sabbath, keeping it holy.  He says that they are to do this because “I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.”  In Hebrew He is saying that they are to do this because He is Jehovah M’kaddesh.
God wants you to know this morning that if you have repented of your sins and asked Jesus to come into your heart to save you, that not only are you redeemed but you have also been ‘set apart’ for God’s use.  When God saved you, your old sinful nature died and God placed His nature inside of you.  That nature of God is holy.  And God is calling upon us to live a holy and sanctified life.  He is calling upon us to live a life that is ‘set apart for His use!’
In this world today we can see that there are very few people who strive to live the holy life.  This is sad but true even amongst those who go by the Name of Christ.  Let’s look at what God is calling us to do.  Turn to Romans 12:1-2  (Amplified)  “I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of (all) the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies (presenting all your members and faculties) as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship.
God is letting us know this morning that He is Jehovah M’Kaddesh, He is the Lord who has set us apart for His use.  So what should our response be according to this verse?

· We are to dedicate our bodies to God for His use and service.
· We are to live our lives unto God as a living sacrifice.  Sacrificing our time, talents and finances for the kingdom of God.

· We are to keep our bodies holy, whereby we are devoted and consecrated for the Lord.

· We are to do these things because they are well pleasing to God.  People often ask the question as to why they have been born.  We were born so that our lives would bring honor and glory to God.

· We are not to live the holy life grudgingly, but realizing that this is our reasonable service – considering all that God has done for us.  And realizing as we do these things it is an act of spiritual worship to our God.
We serve the God who is Jehovah M’kaddesh, the Lord who sets us apart.  So what else should we do?  Look at verse 2 in this text.  “Do not be conformed to this world (this age), (fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs), but be transformed (changed) by the (entire) renewal of your mind (by its new ideals and its new attitude), so that you may prove (for yourselves) what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect (in His sight for you).
· We are not to be conformed to this world, living in accordance to the dictates of the world.  We are not to allow the world to conform us to its standards, but we are to conform the world to God’s standards!”

· We are to be transformed by renewing our mind to the Word of God.

· We are to have a new attitude.  We are to have an attitude of gratitude, whereby we are constantly praising God for His goodness and mercy.

· We are to search out and find (for ourselves) what is God’s perfect will for our life!

We serve the God who is Jehovah M’kaddesh, the Lord who has set us apart.  What else does the Lord expect from us?  Turn to II Cor. 6:17 – 7:1  “So, come out from among (unbelievers) and separate (sever) yourselves from them, says the Lord, and touch not (any) unclean thing; then I will receive you kindly and treat you with favor, And I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.
Therefore, since these (great) promises are ours, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that contaminates and defies body and spirit, and bring (our) consecration to completeness in the (reverential) fear of God.”
· God says separate ourselves from unbelievers.  This does not mean that we can’t work with unbelievers or do business with unbelievers or even talk to unbelievers.  (How else would we be able to witness?)  But it is saying that unbelievers are not to be our ‘home-boys.’  They are not to be the ones that we fellowship or party with.  Because what can occur is instead of you leading them TO the Lord, they can lead you AWAY from the Lord.  Remember God even tells us that we are not to be unequally yoked.  Christians are not even to date unbelievers.
· Because we have been set apart for God’s purpose and use – God tells us in these verse that we are not to so much as ‘touch’ an unclean thing.  You say, “Pastor, what is an unclean thing?”  “Turn to Matt. 15:17-20(a)  “Do you not see and understand that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the abdomen and so passes on into the place where discharges are deposited?  But whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and this is what makes a man unclean and defiles (him).  For out of the heart come evil thoughts (reasonings and disputings and designs) such as murder, adultery, sexual vice, theft, false witnessing, slander, and irreverent speech.  These are what makes a man unclean and defile him…”  (comments – H.S.)
· We are to cleanse ourselves from these things that will contaminate our body and spirit.  And we are to consecrate ourselves wholly and completely to God.
We serve the God who is Jehovah M’kaddesh – the Lord who has sanctified us, made us holy and who has set us apart.  Our lives are to be so different from the world that they would easily recognize that we are believers.  We serve a God who is holy Himself, who is sanctified Himself; who is set apart w-a-y above any so-called god of this world.  Therefore, we are to live a holy and sanctified life!
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