JEHOVAH RAPHA

PRAYER

Scripture:  Exodus 15:22-26

Years ago Shakespeare made a claim of ‘What’s in a name?  A rose by any other name smells just as sweet.”  But I would have to beg to differ with him.  Because God has shown us that a name is extremely important.  God has been showing us that there is power in a name.  A name is to stand for not only identification, but it is to reveal the character and the very essence of a person.  In our day and age, names have lost their significance.  We choose names because of the way they sound or if we think they are pretty.  Sometimes we choose names that remind of us someone, etc.  This is not the case when we study the Word of God.  In the Bible names are extremely important and well thought of, before they are given.
We know the power of names because we have heard so many times that at Name of Jesus, ‘every knee is going to bow and every tongue is going to confess...”    Now, we are learning of the power that is invested in the Names of the Father God.  This morning we are going to be looking and delving into another Name for God and that is Jehovah Rapha, the Lord that heals!’  This Name reveals to us that God is the Great Physician who heals the physical and emotional needs of His people.
In our Scripture text Moses had led the Hebrew people out of slavery in Egypt.  They had crossed the Red Sea through the miraculous power of God.  Now they were travelling through the wilderness.  They had been travelling for three days and could not find any water.  They finally came to a place called Marah and there was water there, but it was bitter to the taste.  They couldn’t drink it.  So the people went to Moses, doing what they did best, complaining!  They said to Moses, “what are we suppose to drink?”  God was testing them to see what their reaction was going to be.  They failed!
Moses prays to God concerning the situation and God shows him a tree.  He tells him to do the strangest thing.  He tells him to take the tree (must have been a small tree or a branch from it) and he throws it into the water.  Instantly the water became sweet, the bitterness was gone, and the people were able to drink from it.  Now I count it not strange that God used a tree as a means to turn the bitter water into sweet.  God uses trees many times as a symbol of truth and a symbol of strength.  He tells us in: 
· Psalms 1, that if we walk in obedience to His Word we will be like ‘trees planting by the rivers of water.  That brings forth fruit in its season, our leaves shall not wither and whatsoever we do shall prosper.”
·  Rev. 2:7 “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”
· John 15, God refers to Himself as the Tree and we are the branches.
So you see why I count it not strange that God told Moses to cast the tree into the midst of the bitter water.  Because in my minds eye – it is showing us that when we are going through the midst of bitter and trying times, that if we take God (the tree) and put Him in the midst; if we take God and make Him our focal point – God will turn the bitter and trying times into a time of sweetness and joy!!!  Hallelujah!
Notice what happens next.  When God answer their prayers in such a miraculous way, Scripture says that Moses established a decree and a law for them right there at the place of their miracle.  In actuality it is not Moses who is establishing this decree but Almighty God Himself.  Notice what God says….

· If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God

· If you do what is right in His eyes

· If you pay attention to His command

· If you keep all his decrees.
Notice God is placing stipulations and conditions upon His promises.  God is saying IF we do our part – God will do His!!!  God tells them if you do these things THEN “…I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you.”  I am Jehovah Rapha!
God wants us to know this morning, my brothers and sisters in Christ, that He is our healer!  This is His nature, this is His character, this is who He is – He is our God who heals us!  Healing belongs to us as His children because we belong to Him!  Healing is not something that we have to beg for, or plead for – it is our inherent right as children of God.  God is Jehovah Rapha – the God who will heal you in every area of your life.
The way that God has revealed it to me, there are five arenas that we need healing in before we can live the abundant life that Jesus promised us.  The arenas are as follows:
· spiritual healing.  Turn to Eph. 2:12  “remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, WITHOUT HOPE AND WITHOUT GOD IN THE WORLD.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.”
The first area that God wants to heal you in is spiritual.  It is in the spiritual arena that all of the other healings will rise or fall.  Some people need to be healed spiritually because as Scripture says they are ‘without hope and without God in the world.”  They are spiritually lost!  And the only hope they have is in Christ Jesus!  (comments – H. S.)
· physical healing.  Turn to II Kings 5:9-14  So Naaman went with his horses and  chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house.  Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.
But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than an of the waters of Israel?  Couldn’t I wash in then and be cleansed?”  So he turned and went off in a rage.
Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it?  How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!”  So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.”
(tell story)  God wants to heal you!  But much of our problem is we want to tell God how to do it!  God tells us what we need to do or what we need to stop doing but we refuse because we want to do it our way!  Remember what God told the Hebrew people through Moses.  He said “IF” you do what I command, THEN your healing will be manifested!!  (comments – H.S.)  Again, healing BELONGS to us because we serve the God who is Jehovah Rapha, the Lord our healer!!!  What is the next area we need healing in?
(  financial healing.   Turn to Luke 6:38  “Give, and it shall be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  
For with the measure you use, it will be measure to you.”   Det. 8:18a “But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God:  for it is he that gives you the ability to produce wealth…”
So many people are in need of financial healing because they have never learned the principal of sowing and reaping, giving and expecting a return.  (comments – H.S.)  God gives us the power or ability of producing wealth through the principal of giving.
· emotional healing.  Turn to I Peter 5:7  “Casting all of your cares upon him, for he careth for you.”  I like it better the way the Amplified Version puts it – “Casting the whole of your care (all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for all) on Him, for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you watchfully.”  Wow!  (comment on each phrase)
Not only will God heal you physically but He will heal you emotionally.  There are probably more people who need emotional healing than physical healing.  They are able to hide their need for emotional healing easier than they can hide their need for physical healing.  People strive to hide their emotional problems because in their minds there is a stigma attached to needing emotional help.  (comments – H.S.)  My brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to know that many of our physical maladies are connected to our need of emotional healing!  Many peoples emotional needs are manifested in physical sickness in their bodies!  (comments – H.S.)
· social healing – Turn to James 2:15-16  “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”
There are so many people in this world who are disenfranchised.  People who are homeless, without jobs, no food or clothing.  They are suffering from the social ills of this world and they need social healing.  Praise God that we serve a good who is concerned about healing us socially as well.  It is God who will touch the hearts of people, especially those who are His, to fight for change for those who are marginalized by this world social structure.
Thank God we know the One who is the answer for every healing that needs to be manifested in this earth realm.  He is Jehovah Rapha, the God who healeth!  Amen!
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