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CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA – The Faithful Church

PRAYER

Scripture: Rev. 3:7-13

Thus far in our series on the Seven Churches in the Book of Revelations, we have looked at Ephesus the “loveless” church; Smyrna the “persecuted” church; Pergamos the “compromising” church; Thyatira the “corrupt” church and last week we looked at Sardis the “dead” church. This morning we are going to look at the letter to the church of Philadelphia – the church that is referred to as the “faithful” church and oh, what a glorious letter it is!

What we are going to do this morning is to dissect this letter point by point and see what it is that God is telling the church of Philadelphia. But we are also going to see what God is trying to tell each one of us. The first thing that I want you to notice is that the letter is from the One who is called “holy and true.” This letter is from none of than our own precious Lord the Savior Jesus the Christ! So the question can be asked, “why would Jesus refer to Himself and the One who is holy and true?” Remember Jesus is sending these letters to churches and as He identifies Himself and being holy and true I believe that He is saying in effect, “if you are followers of me (Christ) then you are to portray the same traits as the One whom you are following.” 

I Peter 1:15-16 “But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in ALL your conduct, because it is written, Be holy, for I am holy.” Today we think of “holiness” as being a denomination in the Church, i.e., The Holiness Church. But my brothers and sisters in Christ holiness is not simply to be a singular denomination – but holiness should be the bedrock of every church that goes by the Name of Christ.

The next name that Jesus refers to Himself as is “true.” I think of that Scripture text that we all know and love. John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” To the secular world this verse is being “narrow minded,” they teach that there are many ways to God not just through Jesus Christ. But that is not what this verse says, and I am going to stake my life and my reputation on what Jesus said, not what anyone else says.

The world is always talking about wanting to know what is true. But if they want to know what is true then they need to know the One who is the Truth! This is why Jesus refers to Himself in our text in Revelation as the One who is holy and true because He is trying to let the church know that if they teach any other “truth” rather than this, they are teaching things that are contrary to the Word. How do I know this? Just look at the latter part of verse 8 “…(you have kept My word, and have not denied My Name.” (comments H.S.) How else do I know that it is only through Jesus that we have access to the Father? 

Look at what He says in vs. 7 – that He is the One who has the key of David. The One who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.” The key of David represents the fact that Christ has the authority to open the door into His kingdom. But not only does Jesus have the key to the door, but He is also the door itself. To make my point turn to John 10:1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other ways, the same is a thief and a robber”…vs 7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.” (comments H.S.)

So you see not only does Jesus have the keys to open the door into the kingdom of God, but HE IS ALSO THE DOOR HIMSELF. It is through Jesus and Jesus alone that our salvation is assured. Once it is closed, no one can open it, and judgment will follow. Thank you Jesus! This is what the church is to be preaching and teaching, not worrying about being politically correct, but worrying about giving the world the truth so that they can be saved!!!

Now notice what else Jesus has to say to them vs. 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My Name.” Jesus tells them I know the good works that your church is doing. I know how you only have a “little” strength, but nevertheless you have kept My Word and not denied My Name. And because of that I am going to reward you. I am setting before you and open the door and no one can shut it.

Now its time to bring these messages home so that we can see how it applies to us as a church and how it applies to each of us individually and collectively. The first thing that we have to address is how this letter is addressed to me as your Pastor. Because the letter is written to the “angel” of the church in Philadelphia and we have already established from previous sermons that the “angel” is talking about the Pastor or the Minister of the church. And I praise God for this!

God is saying, “I know how your Pastor is preaching and teaching the pure adulterated Word. I know how she has stuck to what my Word says, not diverting from it to the right or left just to please people. I know how she has received pressure from inside the church and from outside the church to change her messages from Me to make them more pleasing to your ears. I know how she has been pressured to stay away from the controversial things of Scripture and just pat you on the head and say, “just keep on living the way you want to live. It doesn’t matter what the Word says about these issues, because this part of the Word is outdated and doesn’t apply to today. We have become more liberal and understanding today than people used to be.” But no, she has stayed true to My Word, no matter if it “cut” her, her family, you, your family, or whomever! She has always stayed true to Me, to My Word and she has not denied My Name and because of that I have set before her an “open door that no man can close.”

But not only is God saying that to me, He is saying that to you. Because even though the message that God gives me to preach to you may “cut” you or your family and friends, you are STILL HERE!! You could have “run for the hills” by now. You could have left and gone to another church where they will only give you enough Word to “tickle your ears.” You could have left and gone to another church where the Pastor could put on a good “show” and entertain you. But you are still here, you have remained faithful and true to the One who IS holy and true. Why did you stay, why have you remained faithful? Because you have learned a great secret while being here. You say, “Pastor, tell me what secret I have learned.” Well I’m glad you asked!

Look at vs 8(b) for you have LITTLE STRENGTH, have kept God’s Word and you have not denied His Name!! Thank you Jesus! The secret that you have learned is that you have a LITTLE STRENGTH. You came to the revelation wisdom and knowledge that in yourself you only had a “little strength,” but that if you remained true to God and His Word and held on to the power that is invested in His Name that you would have GREAT STRENGTH to handle the trials and temptations that life throws you way. Hallelujah! (comments – H.S.)

And because of that God says that He has set an open door for you as well. For us a church an “open door” means that we are going to see God move in our midst in greater and mightier ways than He has already done. We are going to see more healings (physical and emotional), more deliverances, more financial blessings and more building up of families than we have ever seen before! All this time that God has had me preaching and teaching His Word; all this time that God has had you sitting under the Word; He has been preparing us for such a time as this.

How is He going to do it, through the “open door” that He is setting in our midst? You say, what open door, I don’t see an open door so how can I possibly go through it? And what do you mean that “God has been preparing me for such a time as this, what time are you talking about?” The door is the door of opportunity. Some people may even call it the “door of chances.” It doesn’t matter what you call it, you just have to be spiritually in tune with God so that you can see when He is opening the door for you. And you have got to make sure that it is a door that God is opening and not a door that Satan is cleverly disguising trying to make it LOOK like it is coming from God.

You say, “Pastor, how do I know the difference?” I think I can give you a perfect answer for that. Look at your life right now, remembering that you have recently gone through some doors of opportunity. It does not matter if it is a door to a new relationship, a new career move, etc., you saw the door open and you took the opportunity. Now here is the question- Has this “new” opportunity allowed you to remain true to God’s Word and the Name of Jesus or has it drawn you away from the Lord? How you answer this question determines whether this “open door” was from God or from the enemy. But thank God, for those of you who have remained faithful – God is setting an “open door before you that no man can close.” And it up to you to step through that door.

Now all of you know that you can’t go through a door carrying a whole lot of baggage. You have got to set the baggage down. God is saying the same thing to you this morning. You need to set the baggage down, you got to “let go and let God!” And you need to know that the primary reason that God has set this open door before you is not for you to get fame or fortune, it not necessarily for you to have the “good” life. But the reason that God has set this open door before you is so that you can bring honor and glory to His Name. Remember God tells us in Matt 6:33 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these THINGS shall be added unto you.” 
As you go through these doors of opportunity, put God first, remain true to Him and His Word and He will supply all of your needs and even give you your hearts desire. Thank you Jesus! God has been preparing us for such a time as this, when He would open doors for us that no man can close and close doors that no man can open.

But notice what else God says in vs 9 “Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie – indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.” Wow! This reminds me of the Scripture where God the Father said to Jesus – “I will make your enemies your footstools.” God is saying here that those who said that they were Jews and were not:

· That said they were Christians and were not.

· That said they were your friend and were not, etc.

God would make those who have maligned you, lied about you, persecuted you, back stabbed you, etc. have to come to you and apologize for what they have done. Why, because they will be able to see from your lifestyle just how God has blessed you, that God loves you and is showering you with His favor.

Notice vs 11 – tells us to make sure that “no one takes our crown.” Don’t allow any devil, demon, man or woman steal your crown that is laid up for you in glory. (comments – H.S.)

And Jesus closes with these words in vs 12 “He who overcomes, I will make him/her a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven and from My God. And I will write on him My new Name.” Before God had said that we had “little strength.” Now He says that we will be a pillar of strength in His temple. Thank you Jesus! (comments – H.S.)

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches!!
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