CAN’T GET NO SATISFACTION - 8/6/06

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 6:26-36

Years ago there was a song out entitled “Can’t Get No Satisfaction.”  Although I cannot remember the words in there entirety - I can still hear those words ringing in my ears, ‘I can’t get no satisfaction, I can’t get no satisfaction, I tried and I tried, etc.’  And while we must all agree that this is not correct English, we must also agree that the sentiment is still true today!!!!  If you talk to any group of people I would dare to say that 90% of them would tell you that they are not satisfied with their life.

They are not satisfied with their job, marriage, relationship, children, weight, financial status, etc.  What is it about us as human beings that causes us to be so dissatisfied?  What is it about us as human beings that keep us craving for more?  What is it about people that causes us to have this gnawing hunger within us that keeps us striving for more and more or striving for better and better?  What is it within human beings that keeps people feeling empty, lonely, incomplete and often without purpose in their lives?

If I asked that question of you this morning, I would dare to say that your answer would be ‘because they have not yet gotten what they want.’  And while I understand that premise - I would reply by saying ‘yes, that may be true, but what they say they want is always changing!’  (comments - H.S.)  That’s why they keep on saying ‘can’t get no satisfaction!’

If I ask a psychiatrist or a psychologist the same questions, I am sure that they would have many and varied answers.  But the answer that I believe God gave to me as to why some people are never satisfied, why they are always grasping for more, is because Satan has taken the natural desires that God placed within us and distorted them!  You say,’ Pastor, what do you mean?’

Well, God has placed within the hearts of humankind a natural hunger for both the physical and the spiritual.  We have a natural hunger for food, clothing and shelter.  We have a natural desire to better ourselves.  We have a natural desire for love and companionship.  We have a natural desire joy and peace.  We have a natural desire to see our children accomplish MORE than we did!!!

There is nothing wrong with these things.  BUT you need to know that God also placed another natural desire within us and that is a desire to commune and fellowship and to have an intimate relationship with our Maker!  But the problem comes in when we allow our natural desire for the physical to SUPERCEDE our natural desire for the spiritual!!!

We fail to realize that we are ‘spiritual beings.’  That is what God means when He says that we were created in the ‘image’ of God.  God is a Spirit and we too are ‘spiritual’ beings who live in a physical body!  Satan has distorted our thinking whereby we think the physical is more important than the spiritual.  Again, you say, '‘oh no, Pastor, I know the spirit is more important than the physical!’  And I say, ‘Do you?  Think about it - how much time do you spend taking care of or doing for your physical body in comparison to the time you take on your spiritual body?’  (comments - H.S.)

No, I am not saying that taking care of our physical body is not important.  After all, that is where our spirit dwells!  But you can’t focus on the physical and neglect your spiritual - otherwise you will always be crying ‘can’t get no satisfaction!’  Satan has not only distorted our thinking whereby we think satisfying our flesh is ALL important - but he has made humankind believe that they can satisfy their spirit by any means they choose.  That is why we have so many people involved in the occult, ouiji boards, horoscopes, physic hot lines, fortune tellers, false religions, drugs, etc.  Satan has distorted their thinking to believe that they can commune and fellowship with God on their own terms.  And this will definitely keep you crying out ‘can’t get no satisfaction!!!

God has placed within humankind a natural desire for physical things but He has also given us a natural desire for spiritual things.  And the reason that we are not satisfied with our life and where we are going is because we have been spending most of our time satisfying the physical and neglecting the spiritual.  If this is true of you, I must warn you, you will never be satisfied in life.  Because you are craving the wrong things.

Look at the people in our Scripture text.  The day before Jesus had fed the five thousand with five barley loaves and two small fish.  After Jesus had fed all of them there was enough leftovers that each of the disciples had a basket full to take home.  Well, when Jesus did that you can believe that all the people wanted to follow Him!  Scripture says that they came looking for Him!  But the question is why were they looking for Him.!  Because they believed that He was the Messiah - No!  Because they believed that He was God incarnate - No!  Because they wanted to worship and to praise Him - No!

They came looking for Jesus because they had their stomachs filled the day before and they wanted Him to do the same thing again!  They came to Him expecting to have their physical needs met.  Because their physical needs was more important to them than their spiritual needs.

Notice what Jesus says to them in verse 26 - “…verily, verily I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and were filled.”  (comments - H.S.)  The question for you this morning is ‘why do you seek Jesus?  What is it that you want from Him?  The answer to some people’s hunger and dissatisfaction is because their motives for seeking Christ is corrupt. They are seeking Him for all the wrong reasons!  They are seeking the Savior, but not to worship and serve Him.  They are seeking Him for what they can get out of Him.

People want to have their needs met, whether by someone human or divine.  People are only interested in themselves, not in acknowledging and honoring Jesus as Lord, not in serving Him, and making Him known to a lost and dying world.  The thoughts of the crowd was focused on how wonderful it would be to be fed everyday and to have their needs met WITHOUT working for it.   Again, I ask you the question ‘why do you seek Jesus, what is it that you want from Him?’  (healing, wealth, job, deliverance, etc.)

You need to know the same thing that these people needed to know.  The Lord is not a tool to be used; He is our God, our Savior, who is to be sought and loved!!!!  The Lord wants to be sought and loved for WHO He is and not for what He can do for a person.  Thank You Jesus!!!

Let’s look at what else Jesus told these people - in vs. 27 (NIV) “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you…”  No God is not saying that you are not supposed to work- because He tells us in another place in Scripture that if you “don’t work you don’t eat!”  But what Jesus is saying is that the ‘spiritual’ is more important than the ‘physical.’  He is saying that your spiritual life is to have pre-eminence.  But we have reversed this and we wonder why ‘we can’t get no satisfaction!’

God says that we are to labor/work for food that endures, that gives or lasts unto eternal life.  God is saying that if we work for this food that we can have the abundant life, a life that is complete and fulfilled, full of love, joy, peace and all the good things of life.  You say ‘Pastor, it sounds like Jesus was saying that I have to work to get to heaven.  That I have to ‘work’ to get right with God.’  No!  That is not what He is saying!

You know that Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived - and He could make anything into a ‘teachable’ moment.  Now He knew that these people were work oriented - after all the majority of them were fishermen or farmers.  And they knew the true meaning of manual labor.  These people thought in terms of work(s) - notice what they said in vs. 28  “…what shall we do, that we might work the works of God?”  They thought that by doing good works they could win the approval and acceptance of God.  If they did enough good and lived a life that was moral and just, God would save them and give them the food that satisfied, the food and life that was both abundant and eternal.

Watch what Jesus says to them and this will answer your question as to whether He was teaching that you have to ‘work’ to get to right with God, that you have to work to get to heaven.  Vs. 29  “Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye BELIEVE on Him whom He hath sent.”  Hallelujah & Thank You Jesus!!!  Jesus was teaching them and us that we do not secure the favor of God and are not acceptable to God because of work(s) (plural).  They/we receive God’s favor and acceptance because of a work, one work (singular).

The work of God is only one: believe—“believe on Him who God hat sent.”  (comments - H.S. explain ‘believe’ - tell story of man at Niagara Falls)  Believing on Jesus means to believe that He is exactly who He says He is:

· I Am the Light of the World (John 8:12)

· I Am, the I Am (eternal) John 8:58
· I Am the Door (Jn. 10:7)
· I Am the Good Shepherd (John 10:14)
· I Am the Son of God (Jn. 10:36)
· I Am the Resurrection and the Life (Jn. 11:25)
· I Am the Lord and Master (Jn. 13:13)
· I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life (Jn. 14:6)
· I Am the True Vine (Jn. 15:1)
· I Am the Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:8)
· I Am the First and the Last (Rev. 1:17)
Believing in Jesus means believing what He said in our Scripture text today - vs. 35 “…I am the bread of life:  he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”  Hallelujah!  Now perhaps you ask yourself the question why did Jesus refer to Himself as bread.  And of course part of the answer is because this is what the people had followed Him for - because He had given them bread to eat the day before.  Perhaps some of you would say that Jesus referred to Himself as bread because the people asked Him for a sign to show that He was truly the Messiah.  They said unto Him - ‘give us bread like Moses did for our ancestors in the desert.’

I can imagine Jesus using today’s vernacular “hold up - there you go thinking about your stomach’s again.  There you go again - thinking about the physical when I am talking about the spiritual.”  Again, why would Jesus refer to Himself as bread?  Because bread gives life by nourishing, sustaining, satisfying, energizing and bread has to be taken on a regular basis to do these things.  Jesus lets them know that the bread that they need to seek more than anything is the true Bread, the Bread of God, the Bread of Life.  And He lets them know that He is ALL THAT!!!
Scriptures says that if a person comes to Christ, He will never hunger, the craving for life will be fully satisfied!!!  You won’t have to say - “can’t get no satisfaction anymore!”  But notice Jesus does stop here when He said that He is the Bread of Life that whosoever comes to Him will never hunger.  He also adds:  “he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”  The picture (symbolism) is switched from hunger to thirst.  God is letting us know that IN HIM our needs are MORE THAN MET.  Remember Jesus words in Matthew “seek ye first the kingdom of God and all His righteousness and ALL these things shall be added unto you.”  (comments - H.S.)  When you seek Christ ABOVE everything else - He will satisfy you in a way that nothing and no one else can!  And no longer will you have to say “I can’t get no satisfaction!”  AMEN!
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