August 7, 2005

CHURCH OF SARDIS - The Dead Church

Prayer

Scripture Rev. 3:1-6

I would like to start off this message with asking you a question. Have you ever seen a church that you would have considered to be dead and lifeless? If I asked you why you thought that way you would probably say because the church had very few members, that the church had no ministries that met the need of its’ members, that it had no ministries that was reaching out to the needs of the community, that their were no weekly services, Bible study, etc…, that the Sunday morning service was structured and meaningless and perhaps even that the church building itself was in disrepair. And from all accounts it would appear that you are right. But I want you to notice what God says that a dead and lifeless church is. Notice what God has to say to the church of Sardis. He says “I know thy works, that thou has a name that thou livest, and art dead.” The church of Sardis had plenty of quote-unquote “good works” going on its midst. How do I know that? Because God says that they had a name “that they lived.” They had a good reputation in this city because of their works. This church was bustling with activity that it was the envy of other churches in the area. This church was a progressive church, it was on the move. It was well attended, prosperous and full of members. It had ministries for every age group and for every area of need throughout the community.

But notice Jesus does not commend them for their works – He does not say that they are doing a good job – even though they are doing exactly what a church is suppose to do! So what is the problem? Why is it that Jesus tells them “I know the works that you are doing – but you are still dying from the inside out?” Again, I ask the question – what is the problem? The answer can be found in the later part of vs. 2 “for I have not found thy works perfect before God.” NIV – “for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God.” The problem was not in the works that they were doing, the problem was not in the ministries and Bible Studies that they had within the church, the problem was not in their outreach to the community – the problem was that their was no “Spirit” inside of their ministries. You see what had happened is that the church had originally came to be from a group of people who loved the Lord – who came together to Worship our God in Spirit and in Truth. Because they loved the Lord – they naturally loved each other and wanted to reach out and help those that were in need. Then the church started to grow – members were added to their rolls and as time went on – some kind of way – the works became their priority in their midst rather than lifting up the Name of Jesus. Some kind of way – the people started focusing on who they were, and what church they belonged to and their reputation in the city – and they were resting in that. They took their eyes off of Jesus; they took their eyes off of the “Cause of Jesus Christ.” They had become like a social club – a club that did good works – but the Spirit of God was nowhere in the mix.

One of the reasons when Jesus identified Himself in this text – He identified Himself, as the one who had the seven Spirits of God was that He was trying to show them what was lacking in their ministry. Now perhaps you are asking yourself the question – what is the seven Spirits of God. Turn to Isaiah 11:1-2 “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit (this is talking about Jesus – the root of David, the root of Jesse because Jesse was the father of David). The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him, the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of Knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” Now I know that you all know there are not seven Holy Spirits – there is only One. But when Jesus is talking about the Seven Spirits of God – He is talking about having the Holy Spirit in all of His wholeness, fullness and power. When this Scripture talks about the seven Spirits of God it is talking about the seven characteristics of the Spirit of God. What God is telling these people and what He is telling us that we need to have the Holy Spirit in all of His fullness and power in our midst.

My prayer is that God will never accuse us as being a church that is doing good works, but we are dead spiritually. That we are doing good works, having a food pantry, having five Bible studies, having VBS, etc…, but that God’s Spirit is nowhere in the mix. Isaiah gives us an apt description of how the Spirit should be manifesting Himself in our midst:

· The Spirit of the Lord. - God is saying that the same Holy Spirit that guided Jesus throughout His earthly ministry in the same Holy Spirit that should be active in our lives and in the life of our church.

· The Spirit of wisdom – Wisdom to know what is of God and what is not of God. Wisdom to know how to handle the issues that will come up within the church and wisdom to know how to handle the issues that will come up in our own personal lives.

· The Spirit of understanding – Understanding when problems come, that God has a purpose for all that He allows. Understanding that this world is not our home and that we are just “strangers and pilgrims” passing through. Understanding for one another. Understanding that are you are not always going to agree with one another – but that you can agree to disagree. Understanding that when you see someone else going through difficult times – that if it was not for the “grace” of God you would be in the same predicament. Understanding that when God wants from you is not works for works sake, but that He wants you to serve Him out of love and passion.

· The Spirit of counsel – Knowing that God is our Spiritual Counselor. That we can call Him up anytime of day or night. That we can tell Him exactly what is going on in our lives and not worry about it being repeated to anyone else. Knowing that His counsel will be “sound and it will be just.” It will not always be what you want to hear but it will always be for your best. But not only will the Holy Spirit counsel us – He will also console us. When we are hurting – He wants to console us. When we have been beaten and abused by the winds of strife and division – He is here to console us. When we feel as though we are all alone and there is no friend that wants to hear our problems. He tells us that He will be a friend that will stick closer than a brother.

· The Spirit of might – or the Spirit of power – Remember Jesus told the disciples before he ascended back to heaven – “Ye shall receive POWER after the Holy Ghost has come upon you.” Power to live right, power to talk right, power to defeat Satan and his demons. Power to live the victorious Christian life.

· The Spirit of Knowledge – God tell us in His Word – “My people are destroyed for the lack of knowledge.” Knowledge of the Word of God – not allowing the world or anyone else to twist the Word to suit their own private agendas. Knowledge of what the Word says about your life – what God expects from you and what God WANTS for you!

· The Spirit of Fear – Reverential fear – where you stand in AWE of God! Fear or the reverencing of God whereby you want your life to be totally pleasing to Him. Thank you Jesus!

This is what God expected to see manifested in the church of Sardis – not simply the “good works” that they were doing. And this is what God expects to see manifested in Beechfield Church. Beechfield Church – we need to seek a REVIVAL. No, I am not talking about a tent meeting – where we have other Pastors come in and preach. But God is talking about a revival whereby the Pentecostal fire of the Holy Spirit will fill this place. That is what God wanted for the church of Sardis and this is what God wants for us. He wants a revival to take place in this church and as I told the people at St. Luke’s this week – a revival can’t start in the church until it first starts within each of us.

· We can no longer continue to have church as usual.

· We can no longer continue to come to church – listen to the sermon – and go home the same way that we were when we came in.

· You cannot continue to say that you love and want to serve the Lord when there is no joy or excitement in your service. Thank you Jesus!

· You cannot continue to say that God is first in your lives and I have to beg you to come to Bible Study.

· You cannot continue to tell God how much you love your children – yet you neglect to give them the most important thing that they need in life – “a working knowledge of the Word of God.” Sunday School for your children is the LAST thing that you believe is necessary for them to grow up and be successful. Yet in actuality it is the most important. Because through the Word they will learn how to be successful in EVERY area of their life.

We need a Holy Ghost filled revival in our midst. We need the “witnessing power of the Holy Spirit to fill this place!!!” Thank you Jesus! The church at Sardis thought that they were okay because they had some “good” ministries going on in their church – but ministries without the Holy Spirit is just “social reforms.” And all of know from watching our government in practice – that social reforms are here today and gone tomorrow! But if we minister through the power of the Holy Spirit, it will have lasting effects.

Jesus tells these people to vs 3 “Remember, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will know at what time I will come to you!” (comments H.S.)

Before I comment on that I need you to turn to Matt. 3:10-12 “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful that I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gather up his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
· The ax is laid at the root of the tree (comments – H.S.)

· Comes one who will baptize you with fire (that’s what we need)

· Winnowing fork in his hand (separating the saved from the lost)

· Unbelievers reward will be the lake of fire.

Jesus says – we need to repent because He is preparing to come and He will come quickly. God says at an hour that we think not, Jesus is going to return to this earth.

And notice what the final point is that Jesus has to say in our text in Rev. 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before His angels.

· Clothed in white – covering all of our sinfulness in His righteousness.

· Will NOT blot out his name from the book of life. Notice this text says God will not blot out his name from the book of life for those who are overcomers. This means that every person’s name is written in the book of life when the person is born. But at death the names of unbelievers are erased from the book and they are judged to eternal death. The names of true believers are not touched. That’s the book you want your name to remain in because God says on the day of judgment those who names are not written in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire. Amen!

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
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