IS THERE NO BALM IN GILEAD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Jer. 8:22 (leave your Bibles open to this section) 
This week on the news we heard about a man who went into John Hopkins Hospital to visit his mom.  And because the surgery performed on her had left her paralyzed, the man shot the doctor and killed his mom and then himself.  I heard on the 700 Club where the officials in a nation in Africa is celebrating its 50 years of independence.  But the country is over run with crooked politicians who are only interested in prospering themselves, while the citizens leave in abject poverty.  I heard about bullying and languages on a school bus that contained middle high students, that would make me blush.  I heard about a young student who was being chased home by a group of bullies.  They chased the child all the way through the grandmother’s gate and she had to pick the child up and carry the child into the house to safety.  Over and over again, we hear about killings, robbery and mayhem everyday.  And I am sure that many of you in here could tell me of other stories.  Needless to say, we live an a sin-sick world.  The question can be asked, ‘what in the world is going on?’
The answer can be found in Jer. 9:3-6 (NIV) “They make ready their tongue like a bow (which means they use their tongue as a destructive weapon), to shoot lies; it is not by truth that they triumph in the land.  They go from one sin to another; they do not acknowledge me, declares the LORD.”  (comments – H.S.)  This is the reason why things are as that are in this world.  This is why sin runs rampant in our cities, communities and nation.  God says the reason that people go from one sin to another, not caring who they hurt, is because they do not acknowledge Him.  They do not acknowledge God as being God.  What do I mean?  Look at what the Lord says in verse 19 (b)  “Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, and with their worthless foreign idols?”  So many people have made idols out of anything and everything.  They worship and serve these things rather than acknowledging God.  They don’t worship God as being the One, True and Living God!  They don’t acknowledge God as being sovereign and in control.  And most of all, they don’t acknowledge God as being Lord over their lives!  Notice the progression of sin and evilness that God describes in these verses.  Vs. 4-6  “Beware of your friends; do not trust your brothers.  For every brother is a deceiver, and every friend a slanderer.  Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks the truth.  They have taught their tongues to lie; they weary themselves with sinning.  You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to acknowledge me,’ declares the Lord.  Vs. 8  “Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks with deceit.  With his mouth each speaks cordially to his neighbor, but in his heart he sets a trap for him.’”
You say, “Wow, Pastor, what does this mean to beware of your friends and not to trust your brothers, etc.?”  Again the key is in the text that says, ‘in their deceit they refuse to acknowledge me.’  What God is saying here is that any friend or relative they tries to turn you away from the Lord, your are to beware of them.  God says beware of friends that tell you, ‘oh, you don’t have to go to church all the time.  Or, it’s okay if you lie and cheat and  steal, as long as you don’t get caught.   It’s okay to be sexually active before marriage, everybody’s doing it.  God says that these people are deceivers and they are slanderers.  God says that they are living in the midst of deception and they want to take you along with them!!! 
I want you to notice how cunning these so called friends and unfortunately even unsaved family members can be.  Notice verse 8 again.  “…with his mouth each speaks cordially to his neighbor, but in his heart he sets a trap for him.”  (comments – H.S.)  Recognize the enemy, recognize the lies and the trapping of the enemy.  Do not be deceived by his cunningness.  You say, “Pastor, how do I handle people like that?  Notice what Jeremiah says in verses 9:1-2 “Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears!  I would weep day and night for the slain of my people.  Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging place for travelers, so that I might leave my people and go away from them for they are all adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people.”  Here you see Jeremiah between a rock and a hard place.  You can see his total frustration with his people.  On one hand, his heart is breaking for them, he is crying in anguish over their lost conditions, i.e., head a spring of water, eyes a fountain of tears.  (comments – H.S.)  But on the other hand, he wants to get as far away from these wicked people as possible, i.e., in the desert a lodging place…that I might leave my people and go far away from them.”
So what is the answer to how you handle these so-called friends who are trying to drag you down with them.  The answer is simple, your separate yourself from them and their actives and you pray for them.  Your heart should break over their sinfulness and lost conditions!  (comments – H.S.)  You can’t hate them even though you are to hate the things that they do.  Remember WHO you are and WHOSE your are.  Remember what Jesus said in Matt. 5:44 “…Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  God says, you have to do good to them, primarily by praying for them.  Feeling sorry for them is not enough, unless it is Godly sorrow.  You have to know that these people are sick.  They are sin-sick.  God tells us in Isa. 1:5 “…the whole head is sick…”  (comments – H.S.)  When a person is sick, they are in need of a physician.
Jeremiah recognized the same thing when he cried out in vs. 22  “Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?  Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?”  A balm was an ointment that doctors used in the healing process.  Jeremiah is saying, ‘is there no physician, is there no doctor that can heal my people.’  We are to ask the same question when we see the sinfulness and the wickedness in this world.  We are to ask the same question when we see people dying in their sin.  We are to ask the same question when we see people living lives of helplessness and with no hope.  Is there no balm in Gilead.  Is there no physician there?  And are answer should be a resounding, Yes!!!  There is a doctor who can heal the sin-sick souls of the lost sinner.  And His Name, hallelujah, is Dr. Jesus!!!  We sing that old song, “There is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sin-sick soul.”  But we got to do more than sing it.  We got to loudly proclaim in.
The answer to the problems of this world is Jesus.  He is the Great Physician.  He is the Lily of the Valley and the Bright and Morning Star.  And He is the Doctor who has never lost a case.  We need to let the world know that the only hope that they have is in Christ Jesus.   We have got to let them know that even though the world looks dark and hopeless, there is hope if they just do what the following text says.   Romans 10:9  “…if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  This is what you need to let the world know.  Confess with the mouth the Lord Jesus means acknowledging Jesus as God.  Remember when our text in Jeremiah said that the people where so sinful because they would not acknowledge God.  Well, this is ultimately what they is talking about.  People want to acknowledge everything and anything else to be God but Jesus.  But Scripture says that if you confess the Lord Jesus.  Let people know that they have to confess Jesus as God.  They must confess that He was born of a virgin.  They must confess that He was not just a man or a good prophet or teacher.  They must confess that Jesus is Lord over there lives.  This is the answer to humankinds sin-sick soul.  God showed us that there are four things you can share with those who are lost.  There are four things that all of human-kind has in common.
1.  We are all creations of God.

2.  We were all born in sin, separated from God.

3.  God loves us.

4.  Jesus is God’s only provision for salvation.

How is Jesus God only provision for salvation?  Remember the second half of verse 9 in Romans, “believe in thine heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  Jesus is God’s only provision for salvation because Jesus is the only One who could die for our sin.  (comments – H.S.)  Believe that when God raised Jesus from the dead that He was accepting Jesus’ death as full payment for our sin.  (comments – H.S.)  Believe that when Jesus died on that cross it was not because someone took His life.  It was not because He was a martyr.  But He died on that cross for your sin and mine.  He died on that cross willingly because God loves us. This is what the world needs to know!  They need to know what Jesus said in Mark 2:17 “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  When you listen to the news and hear all of the horrific things that are going on in this world  When you tempted by your friends or even your family members to do something or say something that is wrong.  When you look at world and think that there is no hope and your heart cries out ““Is there no balm in Gilead?  Is there no physician there?  Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?”   Remember that there is a balm and it is the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus.  And we do have a great physician, One who can heal this sin-sick world.  And His Name is Jesus the Christ.  Don’t give up hope when you look at the things are going on in this world.  Because, remember, your hope is in Christ Jesus.  Share this message with those who are hurting, thereby giving them a second chance on life.  Is there no balm in Gilead?  Hallelujah!   Yes, there is!!!
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